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No PtfJ aid without proper bodies— Denmark 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Danish Prime Minister Poul Rasmussen voice-.! 
strong support for the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLQ)-lsrael 
peat* accord here Wednesday but warned the PLO it would not get 
. massive aid pledges until proper institutions are built up. Denmark has 
set aside $40 million for the Palestinians and wanted to focus the aid 
on concrete projects for health, education, the environment and 
human rights, Mr. Rasmussen told a press conference. "It is essential, 
however, that Palestinian institutions capable of administering the 
assistance be established as quickly as possible.*’ he said after mcetine 
a PLO delegation led by Faisal Husseini. “I made it dear that our 
continued assistance on a national basis and within the European 
union is veiy much dependent on the creation of the necessary 
administration structures within the PLO.” Mr. Rasmussen said*. 
Europe has pledged $600 million. “Denmark wants to see its 
assistance as a concrete effort to peace." The Palestinians have asked 
for aid to be channelled directly through the PLO immediately. 
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CHnton denies using 
guards for affairs 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Presi- 
derit4E[ili Clinton told Wednesday 
that dhitog his 12 years as Arkan- 
sas goveroor he did not use body- 
guajnds to arrange or hide extra- 
marital affairs. “We did nothing 
wrong," said Mr. Clinton in an 
interview with international hews 
agepptes. “I just have nothing 
else to say about this,” be added 
in making his first comments' on 
the allegations. Two states troop- 
ers'in Mr. Clinton security detail 
whilfr he was . governor of Arkan- 
sas have alleged that they helped 
arrange or cover up extramarital 
affhirs for. the president. Mr. 
Clinton referred reporters' to a 
statement by senior aide Bruce 
Lindsey, who called the ^allega- 
tions “ ridiculous.” Mr. ;CIinton 
said: ‘T think we have cTeared it 
up. I just think the statement 
speaks for itself. 1 josrthink it is 
not appropriate in a sit uation like 
this forime to do more than Tm 
doing.'* 

Tomb of Isaiah found 
In Galilee* 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The tomb 
of tbe Biblical Prophet Isaiah was 
recently uncovered in Galilee in 
northern Israel, the chief Rabbi 
of .thO-totra cif Safed, Shmuel 
Etiabtr,;' said /Wednesday. The 
tomb mis reobntly found buried 
ip^er rocks £nd earth near the 
kibbutz .of >Bai-Am and has 
already become a draw for pil- 
grims, he fold AFP. Tbe Israeli 
deportment of antiquities has not 
yer'^ authenticated the find. 
Prophet Baiah lived from 746 to 
70l B.i£ and his prophecies 
qx>ke qf a divine power. 

2aklH«ditiKurdlsli 

fighting 

- Eririli fraa fAH^'” At ieqst 22 

I een killed jn two 
fighting between 
rohps mnortbeast- 
ials reported here 
irces of the Patrio- 
Kurdistan (PUK) 
-Iranian Islamic 
rdistan dashed in 
nchamal, Kpysan- 
takuma, Shaklawa 
and Kbatifari, they said. PUK 
ofika& arid deputies in the Kur- 
dish parliament said the PUK had 
captured. Islamic League offices 
and bases in the post 24 hours. A 
large number of people were re- 
ported- wouhded. A major road 
from'Ertril to Snlaymamyeh was 
dosed because of tbe clashes, and 
U.N.foffidals in the region were 
ordered not to travel; 

i ‘ 

Djohar headed for . 
victoty in Com or os 

NAIROBI (R) ^ Comoros Is- 
lands/President Mohammad Said 
DjoEpu- was headed for: victory 
Wethpsdasy in .violent, legislative 
elections' during which at least 
three people were killed, -officials 
said:' Kombo Stdeunane, 'head of 
state-run Radio Comoros, told 
Reims' in-Nairobi by: telephone 
from the capital Mofom that eariy 
results showed Mr. Djbhar’s rul- 
ing coalition had won 21. seats — 
half- Of tbe 42-member chamber. 
Pro-Djohar supporters were ex- 
pected to win two more consti- 
tuencies where polling was de- 
layed because, of a shortage of 
ballot . papers.' Four opposition 
groups" took 16 seats. and polls 
were notbeld in three constituen- 
cies ' due- to >‘p 60 r- organisation. 
Gpveroment. sources reached by 
telephone said opposition leaders 
on Wednesday urged Mr. Djohar 
to-aqiiu! the polls, saying there 
were major irregularities in the 
electoral process. 

50 suspects held In 
southern Egypt 


ASSlYpT f AFP) — Egyptian 
autfic^foeshave arrested 50 Mus- 
lim Wdamentalists suspected of 
iovolvarient in clashes between 
extremists and police in southern 
Egypt* police said' Wednesday, 
lisa- fpa^ats .late Sunday and 
eaify: Monday left 13 dead: Eight 
poticen^. including a general, 
fohr ’exteii li sts and a- passerby. 
Poiice^UTcessaid the suspects in 
the communities of Dairut, A1 
Oussiyi, Atm Tig and Manfalut 
ha'd .planned to launch new 
afote against senior police and 
gpverimient officials in thc region : 
to nrnrfc the new yeaF. Among 
tiwsp 'arrested since Tuesday is | 
. Ala#d E^aa. who police ^aid was 
involyed^. in the. attack Sunday 
night; in Assiyut, 380 kilometres , 
soufli^of Cairo, that killed the ' 
geueraT and four policemen. 


Progress reported in secret Crown Prince urges shift in teaching orientation 

-w- w _ _ # „ _ IRBID (Petra) — His Royal University of Science and Jordanian universities to up- visited King Abdullah Hos- 

I Q I B M 1 4-Q||7'n AO Highness Crown Prince Has- Technology (JUST) in Irbid. grade the level of their pital, which will be situated 

B J l ^tUB m B B J\ / £££ B* M san Wednesday called for a Prince Hass an reviewed teaching policies from local within the university campus 


PARIS (Agencies) — Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
met Wednesday for secret talks 
on border checkpoints amid 
reports the two sides were de- 
veloping a plan to share re- 
sponsibility. 

‘ A compromise would dear a 
significant obstacle in the 
Mideast peace negotiations, 
possibly hastening an Israeli 
pullout from the Gaza Strip 
and tbe West ‘ Bank region 
around Jericho as agreed 
under tbe Israel -Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
peace accord. 

Tbe two delegations made 
initial contacts late Tuesday 
after the arrival of Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres, 
then convened for a formal 
session of negotiations at mid- 
morning Wednesday in a lux- 
ury hotel in Versailles, to the 
West of Paris, Israeli officials 
said. 

The Palestinian delegation 
was led by Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo. 

“I expect that we are in a 
stage of making progress in tbe 
talks with tbe Palestinians,” 
said Deputy Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yossi Be ilin. 

“Tf it isn’t today, it’s tomor- 
row, and if not tomorrow, it’s 
in another week ” Mr. Beilin, 
a leading dove in Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin’s Labour 
Party, told Israeli army radio. 
Tm convinced that we will 
find a solution, and I propose 
that we don’t stand here with a 
stopwatch, and let foe negotia- 
tions take foeir course and be 
completed.” 

- Tbenegotiations were a con- 
tinuation 'of weekend talks 
held in Norway on control of 
the borders, roads and bridges 


mit.-r.r- - : 


linking Israeli-occupied lands 
with Jordan and Egypt, and on 
the size of the Jericho enclave. 
Norwegian officials also were 
participating in the Paris 

Israeli radio reports said 
Wednesday that negotiators 
were developing a formula in 
which border stations would be 
set up by both Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

Palestinians would be check- 
ed at both stations, but Israel’s 
negotiators were insisting 
Israelis be checked only at the 
Israeli stations, foe reports 
said. 

Another snag is over VIP 
entry. Palestinians want VIPs 
exempt from Israeli security 
checks, the reports said. Israel 
was wilting to have a separate 
VIP entrance but questions 
persisted over who would be 
considered a VIP, the reports 
said. 

Word of the compromise 
was hinted at earlier in Tunis, 
where Palestinian and di- 
plomatic sources said tbe PLO 
and Israel had drawn up a 
compromise plan to share con- 
trol of border checkpoints. 

Mr. Rabin said Israeli forces 
will not chase suspected 
Palestinians into the auton- 
omous areas of Gaza and 
Jericho. 

“Hot pursuit will be impossi- 
ble for the army m foe Palesti- 
nian regions which are to be- 
come autonomous, tbe Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, even if Jew- 
ish settlements have been 
attacked from these regions,” 
Mr. Rabin reportedly told par- 
liament's dosed door foreign 
affairs and defence c ommi ttee 
on Tuesday. 

“I hope that there will be 
cooperation with the Palesti- 


nian police on this question,” 
the Yediot Aharanot newspap- 
er quoted Mr. Rabin as telling 
foe committee. 

The comments contradicted 
what the foreign ministry's leg- 
al adviser Yoel Singer told 
another parliamentary com- 
mittee last week. 

Mr. Singer said the accord 
did not restrict the army “in 
time or space" and that troops 
would be free to enter auton- 
omous areas on security opera- 
tions. 

Mr. Rabin also outlined to 
the foreign affairs committee 
that the Palestinian police, 
which is to maintain order dar- 
ing autonomy, would be equip- 
ped with “rifles, machine-guns 
and a number of armoured 
vehides.” 

Nissan Zviti, a confident of 
Mr. Peres, met PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in Tonis Tues- 
day evening and Wednesday 
and said they discussed new 
ideas to break the deadlock. 

'There was some progress, 
but not enough," Mr. Zvfli 
told Reuters. 

“There are some new ideas. 
Maybe they will solve foe 
problem, though foe solution is 
not easy,” be added. 

He did not elaborate, but 
said the negotiations going on 
in France have “analysed the 
elements of disagreements and 
are concentrating now on 
bridges and checkpoints.” 

“Mr. Arafat told me that he 
understands the security needs 
we (Israelis) have, but that we 
should understand foe political 
and psychological problems of 
foe Palestinian . people who 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A Jewish settler passes a n IsroeH seddfer check- ^ tewSs dead in a^Ramallah suburb in the 
tag foe site of an attack Wednesday that left two ■ occupied West Bank (AFP photo) 

2 Israelis killed; Hamas, 
DFLP claim responsibility 


BEITUNIYA, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian hardliners shot and killed 
two Israelis Wednesday, rid- 
dling their car with bullets in a 
drive-by shooting in foe occu- 
pied West Bank. 

The Israeli army said the 
attack was carried out by the 
armed underground of the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). It took place in foe 
Palestinian village of Beituniya 
outside Ramallah, 15 
kilometres north of Jerusalem. 

“They were shot by small 
arms at dose range,” it said in 
a statement. 

The attack could complicate 
Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions, which have reportedly 
readied a critical stage in over- 
coming foe last major obstacles 
delaying the implementation of 
autonomy in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

It ignited a raucous fight in 
Israel's parliament, interrupt- 
ing the debate on the annual 
budget. Right-wing members 
accused foe government of in- 
competence for failing to pro- 
tect dtizens and for signing a 
peace accord with the Palesti- 
nians in the first place. 

“Again we see that this 
peace is&’t peace. It is costing 
victims,” said Moshe Nissim, a 
parliament member from the 
Likud opposition bloc and a 


former justice minister. 

Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al responded that the number 
of attacks was higher before 
the peace agreement. He 
blamed the attack on tbe Izze- 
dine AI Qhassam brigades, the 
armed underground wing of 
Hamas. 

Brigadier Shaul Mofaz, a 
military commander at the 
scene, said a leaflet from foe 
group claiming responsibility 
was found there. 

He said either one or two 
men carried out the shooting. 
Tbe brigadier said a manhunt 
was on for men belonging to 
three or four Hamas cells in 
the Ramallah area. 

Hie attack came after a 10- 
day lull in attacks by oppo- 
nents of the peace process. It 
follows by days the return of 
almost 200 Hamas members 
exiled to the border with Leba- 
non for over a year. 

Jewish settlement spokes- 
man Shai Bazak said foe vic- 
tims were two religions men 
from foe Bnei Brak suburb of 
Tel Aviv. Both believed to be 
in foeir 20s. 

Settler leaders called on 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
to cancel the autonomy accord 
and resign. 

The army said a car had 
been seen waiting at a junction 


on a secondary road between 
Ramallah and Jerusalem and 


noon (1000 GMT), when it saw 
two men driving along the 
road. The shot driver lost con- 
trol and veered off the road, 
where the tan Renault station 
wagon was found by United 
Nations refugee affair officers. 

Before speeding off, the 
attackers scattered leaflets 
claiming responsibility in the 
name of Hamas, which has 
vowed to sabotage foe Sept. 13 
Israel-Palesrine Liberation 
Oraganisation (PLO) peace 
accord, foe sources said. 

The leaflet said foe two were 
killed to avenge foe kiQinjg of 
four Palestinians by Israelis in 
two attacks. 

In Syria, another group 
opposed to die peace accord, 
die Damascus-based wing of 
the Democratic Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), said its fighters in the 
occupied territories killed foe 
two Israelis. 

Hamas also claimed respon- 
sibility in a telephone call and 
faxed message to an interna- 
tional news agency in Jeru- 
salem. In both cases its said the 
attack was in retaliation for tbe 
killing of Hamas commander 
Imad Akel by Israeli troops on 
Nov. 24. 


IRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Wednesday called for a 
reassessment of Jordan's in- 
formation programmes and 
for highlighting the King- 
dom's messages in the diffe- 
rent fields. 

“To highlight Jordan's 
messages in the social, cultu- 
ral and health fields is a lot 
better than showing a special 
■song before the main news at 
leight," the Crown Prince said 
during a visit to the Jordan 


University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) in Irbid. 

Prince Hass an reviewed 
foe international circumst- 
ances and the political press- 
ures on Jordan and pointed 
to the importance of safe- 
guarding democracy and 
working for the best of foe 
country as pillars of the 
Jordanian society. 

The Crown Prince also 
tackled educational issues 
and especially university 
education and called on 


U.S. reportedly expects 
Israel-Syria deal in April 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel and Syria will sign a 
declaration of principles for 
peace in April, according to a 
scenario evisaged by the Un- 
ited States, the Haaretz news- 
paper reported Wednesday. 

The Hebrew daily quoted 
Israeli political sources for the 
story which stated that the 
declaration would be similar to 
the one Israel signed with Jor- 
dan on Sept. 14, a day after the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) initailed an auton- 
omy deal in Washington. 

"The calendar envisaged by 
the Americans is logical, be- 
cause foe Israeli military with- 
drawal from the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho is to be finished by 
April 13,” the sources told the 
paper. 

Syrian President Hafez Ai 
Assand could consider comple- 
tion of foe withdrawal, which 
failed to start on the Dec. 13 
deadline set out in the auton- 
omy agreement, as the launch 
of an overall peace, process; - 
Haaretz said. Syria has strong- 
ly criticised the autonomy 
agreement as a separate deal. 

Damascus would explain in 
detail that it is prepared to 
make peace with Israel and the 
Israeli government in return 
recognise Syrian sovereignty 
over the Golan Heights and 
undertake to withdraw gra- 
dually from the plateau seized 
m the 1967 Middle East war. 

The sources said Mr. Assad 


would announce he was ready 
to open diplomatic relations 
with Israel as part of a peace 
accord when he meets Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in Geneva on 
Jan. 16. 

Bilateral talks between 
Israel and Syria are scheduled 
to resume at rhe end of Janu- 
ary in Washington after a five- 
month break. 

Haaretz said U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
would embark on a new Mid- 
dle East tour after the bilateral 
talks to prepare the declaration 
of principles. 

ll.S. reassures Lebanon 

The new U.S. ambassador to 
Lebanon handed the govern- 
ment a letter Wednesday 
reiterating U.S. commitment 
to withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from the country. 

The letter from Mr. Christ- 
opher handed to Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fariz Bonez 
by Ambassador Mark Hamb- 
•Jey, expressed Washington's 
"absolute commitment for a 
withdrawal' of foreign forces 
from Lebanon.'' Beirut radios 
said. 

Mr. Christopher, in Damas- 
cus during his recent Middle 
East tour, said Lebanon and 
Syria had agreed to attend a 
12th round of talks with the 
Jewish state. Syria is the main 
power broker in Lebanon, 
where it has some 35.000 
troops. 


Settlers unveil plan to 
double communities 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Jewish settlers 
living in foe occupied territor- 
ies unveiled a plan Wednesday 
to establish shadow enclaves 
next to 130- existing settle- 
ments, hoping to make it har- 
der for Israel’s government to 
withdraw. 

Organisers told a news, con- 
ference that Jewish settlers of 
the West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
foe Golan Heights would be 
joined by residents of Israel in 
setting up the new points. 

Shmuel Sackett said the 
Sept. 13 Israel Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
deal, giving Palestinians in- 
terim self-rule and a police 
force, was the foundation of a 
Palestinian state that would 
endanger Israel’s survival. 

“If there are 130 settlements 
now and they are giving the 
government problems, tbe way 
to double the problems and 
bring tbe peace process to a 
complete halt is to double the 
settlements," said Mr. Sackett, 
a U.S.-born facsimile dealer 
who lives in Ginot Sbomron 
settlement in foe West Bank. 

The start of Israel’s prom- 
ised troop withdrawal from foe 
Gaza Strip and Jericho has 
been delayed since Dec. 13 
while the sides, meeting in 
secret outside Paris on 
Wednesday, struggle over 
security arrangements. 

“We want to stall the nego- 
tiations," Mr. Sackett said. 
“We are for peace but do not 
accept this peace plan.” 

Under the settlement cam- 
paign named “zu artzeinu” 
(Hebrew for this is our land), 
groundbreaking ceremonies 
will take place on Friday at 130 
points near existing settle- 
ments. The following Wednes- 
day, the settlers will begin 
moving into them- 

On Tuesday night eight 
Israeli families moved' into a 
new site on foe West Bank, 
saying they had tired of waiting 
for government permi^iun in 
move into houses that had 


been standing ready for over a 
year. 

When Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin took office in July 
1992, he ordered a freeze on 
new construction on occupied 
territories. 

Settlers’ fears have not been 
assuaged by government assur- 
ances they can remain on the 
land until the start of a yet-to- 
be-negotiated permanent solu- 
tion five years off. 

About 10,000 settlers live 
among some two million 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

A newspaper said Monday 
about 30,000 Israelis would 
pull out the settlements if they 
received adequate compensa- 
tion. 

The daily Haaretz said its 
figures were based on recent 
opinion polls and numerous 
interviews with representatives 
of the settlers. 

“Some 30,000 settlers would 
be ready to leave (the West 
Bank) and Gaza to relocate 
elsewhere if they get proper 
compensation," Haaretz said. 

A spokesman for the set- 
tlers’ council, Aharaon domb, 
said: “There is no doubt that 
some of the 130,000 Israelis 
living in foe 144 settlements... 
are prepared to agree to leave 
with compensation. 

"But the vast majority want 
to stay and many more want to 
join them.” 

Mr. Domb dismissed as 
“marginal" reports that hun- 
dreds of houses are up for sale 
at bargain prices in the occu- 
pied territories. 

However, Haaretz gave the 
example of a three-room flat in 
the West Bank settlement of 
Guinot Shomron which is 
worth $50,000 today against 
$70,000 18 months ago. 

In the neighbouring colony 
of Maale Shomron a villa is up 
for sale at $110,000, down 
from $150,000 before the 
1 . ij von the June 

1^91 elections. 


Jordanian universities to up- 
grade the level of their 
teaching policies from local 
and sectarian orientation to 
national orientation. 

He also urged Jordanian 
universities to avoid absolute 
scientific policies and link sci- 
entific research and studies 
with the practical and realis- 
tic approaches. 

Following the meeting with 
the deans of college ar the 
university, the Crown Prince 


visited King Abdullah Hos- 
pital, which will be situated 
within the university campus 
itself. The total cost of the 
hospital is estimated at JD 48 
million and will have a capac- 
ity of 643 beds. It will benefit 
to around one million people. 

The main donors for the 
project are the Arab Fund for 
Social and Economic De- 
velopment and the Islamic 
Bank for Development in 
Jeddah. 


GCCto expand security, 
ready to cut oil output 


RIYADH (Agencies) — King 
Fahd and his partners in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) put their signatures 
Wednesday to new plans to 
strengthen regional security. 

The leaders of Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Qatar, the United 
ARab Emirates, Bahrain and 
Oman also said they were 
ready to bolster slipping oil 
prices by slashing output — if 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) and 
non-OPEC producers agreed 
to do likewise. 

The security agreement is 
said to email spending up to $5 
billion on new airborne 
AWACS radar surveillance 
systems to cover tbe Gulf 
skies. 

A communique issued at the 
end of the annual three-day 
GCC summit said the leaders 
“ratified recommendations” of 
thier defence ministers, with- 
out elaboration. ' 

But in- preparation for the 
summit of the 12-year-old 
alliance of the Gulf monar- 
chies, foe GCC defence chiefs 
reportedly had outlined plans 
to expand a fledgling rapid 
deployment force and enlarge 
the Saudi-based AWACS sys- 
tem. 

Diplomats had said the plans 
called for expanding the 
10.000-strong Peninsula Shield 
Force to 25,000 troops and 
adding three or four AWACS 


radar planes at a cost of S3 to 5 
billion to complement the five 
deployed in the kingdom and 
operated with U.S. Air Force 
assistance. 

Bolstered defence arrange- 
ments became an urgent prior- 
ity after Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The GCC leaders' communi- 
que referred to the continuing 
threats to Kuwait from Iraq, 
and to the threat they face 
from Iran, which is locked in 
dispute with the UAE over 
three islands strategically lo- 
cated at the mouth of the Strait 
of Hormuz. 

"The council strongly con- 
demns the Iraqi regime for its 
prevaricative policy in im- 
plementing resolutions of in- 
ternational legitimacy (the Un- 
ited Nations), especially Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 833 that 
defined the borders of the 
State of Kuwait with Iraq, and 
its aggressive behaviour 
against the State of Kuwait.” 
said the communique.” 

The council was "in com- 
plete solidarity with the UAE 
and fully supports all the 
peaceful measures and means 
that it sees propitious to res- 
tore its sovereignty over the 
three islands on tire basis of 
international legitimacy.” 

But in a conciliatory move 
towards Iran, the GCC leaders 

(Continued on page 5) 




M^SS°^ s i gn 4 

M fr^****^ J > 


S ^'Koa da 


luff *”* Msr tl 

JRL p' 






News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FWDAY, DECEMBER 23-24,J9g3 


Leaked blast details shbw 
British case against Libya 


LONDON (Agencies) — New 
,.-£'*** showing why Britain 
Ci. • Icv . cs lhal Libya "was re- 
: 'l'K)nsiblc for the vaporising of 
U.S. jet over the Scottish 
f :r> ,r <ter town of Lockerbie five 
,'iX ears a & M - killing 270 people. 

’. 'emerged Wednesday in details 
y ". -faked to the Guardian news- 

The- documents. detailing 
I he British government's case ' 
' ^(gainst Tripoli over the homb- 
; ; mg of Pan-Am Flight 103 on . 
;;*Pee. 21 . im. aflegcd that 
J 'Libyan intelligence had agents 
"/.primed a liming device to go 
. * off at almost the time the Jet 
Jfcxploded. 

1 Washington hits demanded 
that Libya hand over the two 
/.Libyans accused of carrying 
/'put the attack, and hacked by 
^/france and Britain obtained 
•‘■ ’rougher U.N. sanctions against 
^.Tripoli in a bid to force Libya 
“lo hand them over. 

The paper said that should 
^ the ease against the two Li- 
. ^nvans ever come to trial, the. 
■"/’’Efritish government would 
| :f; aygue the following points: 

// — ] n December lyfiR. 
^•Libya’s External Security 
^Organisation (ESO) obtained 
‘-'from a Swiss company. Mebo . 

Ag. a batch of 40 Olympus 

"seven-day capacity timers. 

— — In 19K5. a separate batch 
! of prototype timers, designed 
; for military use but supplied by 

■ the same company, was also 
I delivered to the Libyans. One 
| of these timers is believed to 
1 pave been used to detonate the 
I Lockerbie bombing. 

; I — On Dec. 20. 19«8. Libyan 
; intelligence officers allegedly 

■ jet an Olympus timing device - 
\ L- later returned to tne Swiss 

; company — for 1930 on a 


■ Wednesday. The actual explo- 
sion occurred at 1903 on 
.Wednesday* Dee. 21. 

it is the coincidence of this 
fact' — a timer from one hatch . 
apparently tested for use and* 
primed to" go off on si Wednes- 
day ar near the same time as 
- the timer from another hatch 
actually did go off — that helps 
explain. British and U.S. eonfi* 
dencc that Libyan was - re- 
sponsible for. mounting the up- 
...efntion. 

A BBC! documentary 
screened late " Tuesday, also 
threw up new details. . 

[Firstly. it cast doubt on pact 
of the " prosecution case by 


the end Ahmad Jibril who con- 
ducted, the attack (hough he 
had a contract todo H — it was 
the Libyans who conducted the 
attack.-** he added. 


CUntOD pledges justice 


S uoting Mebo Managing' 
>irecror Edwin Boliier. as 


Director Edwin Boliier. as 
saying that two' of the 19H5 
hatch” of timers, originally said 
to have gdne only to Libya, 
had in fact been sold to- East' 
Germany. .. 

This raised . the possibility 
that detonator expert Ahmad 
.fibril's Popular Front for the ' 
Liberation of .'Palestine- 
General Command, which was 
closely- linked to. the former 
East "German secret service 
Stasi. could have been re- 
sponsible. - 

But the programme also 

2 t/oted a senior U.S. official, 
terry Bremer, as saying . that 


after the arrest of a group of 
his operatives in Germany. 


his operatives in Germany. 
Mr. -fibril — contacted by Iran 
— had handed the bombing 
over to his allies' in Libya. 

“Jibril went to the Libyans 
and said. *1 am in breach of a 
contract- 1 -have with the Ira- 
nians. They're going to pay nie 
a big' piece of money to attack 
an American .plane.*.* Mr._ 
Bremer said. 

"It seems to me it was not in 
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Fadlallah: 
Syria could: 

help end 

prisoners 

deadlock 



In Washington* U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton led cere- 
monies commemorating, vic- 
tims, of Right MG. Tuesday and 
said ihe United -Stales would 
not rest' 'until ’ the - case was 
dosed .- 7 • . - 

The president, made the 
pledge as he broke ground at 
Arlington national cemetery 
-fora- memorial to' the 27(1 
victims of the bombing. 

He told families and friends 
of the victims of the bombing; 
“Our nation will '.never . stop 
from pursuing justice against 
those . who caused it. fair the 
attack on Pan Am 1U3 Was an 
attack not only on the indi- 
viduals of 21 nations who were 
aboard the aircraft, it was arr 
attack ' on America:" 

': Mr. Clintofi said the United 
States remained determined to. 
brings those responsible to jus- 
tice. declaring “we will not rest 
until (he case is dosed." 

Ranked by the grave mar: 
kers. of America's military 
dead. Mr. Clinton broke the 
ground for the memorial made 
.of 270 stone blocks. • 

"Each tells the story of a life 
wrongfully cut. short." Mr. 
CKtiton said. . ' 

' More than .100 families -and 
friends of the Lockerbie vic- 
tims. . assembled on a chilly, 
breezy day beneath fitful, sun 
to. hear Mr.Clintori-assert (Hat 
the memorial would be a “last-, 
mg testament to the innocent 
who died." 


BEIRUT (R) — The spiritual 
leader of Lebanon's pro- 
- Iranian group said on Tuesday 
Syria could play a key cole in 
resolving the! issue of Arab 
prisoners and missing Israeli 
servicemen. 

y.Buf -Sheikh Mohammad 
Hussein* Fadlallah rejected a 
U.S..plea to reveal, the Fate of. 
six Israeli servicemen missing 
in Lebanon since the 1980s. 

“We reject the American 
presentation because we* reject 
any dealing with the problem 
from one side without the 
'other.*.' .Sheikh Fadlallah told 
Reuters at his heavily-guarded 
house in Beirut. 

- “We encourage discussion of 
this issue on condition that it is 
a balanced- one where the 


PRAGUE (Agencies) — 
Iran's ambassador to Prague 
issued, a -statement Tuesday 
which appeared intended to 
distance Iran from reports that 
the. country was seeking nuc- 
lear technology through the 
Czech company Skoda Plzen 
.A.S. ' 


Lebanese and Palestinian cap- 
tives are looked upon in the 
same way as the Israeli cap- 
lives." 

Asked which party could 
Undertake such a mission. 
Sheikh Fadlallah said: “If Syria 

the one who ' undertook, it 
then ! believe Syria can move 
in several positions in this 
aspect." •: 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said in Damas^ 
cos earlier this month that Sy- 
,pan President Hafez Al . Assad - 
had undertaken to help a U.S. 
congressional mission seeking 
information on the missing 
Israelis.. 

.'.Sheikh- Fadlallah said the 
U.S. interest in the missing 
Israelis was “further evidence 
that America, whether its 
administration or Congress, 
thinks only about Israel." 

But he said there appeared 
to. be growing U.S. interest in 
developing relations with 
Syria. 

“America, when looking 
into the future of its interests in 
the: region, knows that the Sy- 
rian role, no matter how much 
developments weaken it...still 
has the means to sabotage] 
r^^'sftuitiom if if wanted;"! 


Ambassador. Rasoul 
Movahedian. who met Skoda 
General Director Lubomir 
Sotidek on Tuesday! said he 
welcomed stronger ties with 
the Czech heavy engineering 
company - but said the rela- 
tionship was aimed at peaceful 
projects only. 

- “Iran, with putting, forward 
ah. economically oriented fore- 
ign -policy, gives' priority to 
friendly and traditionaf part- 
ners who offer to advance reli- 
able technical and .economic 
joint projects." Mr. Movahe- 
dian said in the statement 
' issued after the meeting. 

"Iran has really no intention 
to be engaged in non-peaceful 
efforts, neither by the Czech 
side nor by any other interna- 
tional side." he said. 

The New York Times re- 
ported last Friday that ' the 
Czech republic had promised 
to stop a Czech engineering 
company from exporting mic- ; 
lear technology to Iran after 
- pressure from unnamed -U.S. 
government officials. _ 

Czech officials have repe- 
atedly denied reports pub- 
lished in Israel. France arid the 
Czech Republic which have 


The Czech government re- 
quires approval of . possible 
military technology exports by 
its defence, interior, foreign 
and trade ministries on a case- 
by-case ■ basis before granting 
an export license. 

The former state-run con- 
glomerate, now owned by a 
consortium of Czech banks; and 
investment fumfe. has exten- 
sive . experience in building 
nuclear •power equipment as 
well as divisions *"ntch produce 
everything from conventional 
weapons to machine tools and 
. locomotives. 

Skoda Plzen said it plans to 
begin two joint ventures in 
Iran for assembling trolley 
buses and importing sugar mill- 
ing equipment, it said it was 
involved in the construction of 
seven sugar cane plants worth 
some 20 billion crowns ($669 
million). 


‘Vast’ gas reserves 


quoted Israeli sources as saying 
mat Iran' was looking to the 


-that Iran - was ' looking to the' 
Czech Republic to supply nuc- 
lear components. 

Skoda Plzen officials said 
last week that Mr. Soudek 
discussed a possible nuclear 
power project with Iranian 
officials -during a visit to 
Tehran in Late November, but 
that.no agreement was made. 

. The . company said in a writ- 
ten statement last week that if 
Iran showed an interest in a 
contract for a nuclear power 
plant, . "Skoda Plzen would 
react' positively, of course -with-: 
jiaiihe framework Nrf Czech; 

r.{aWJui'J 

■ jlM ijil-.-.- 1 ' ■“ -.-i ! 


Iran has discovered "vast" 
off-shore gas reserves in the 
Gulf. Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aghazadeh announced 
Wednesday. - 

Mr. Aghazadeh told Tehran 
Radio the new reserves are of 
the- “same importance", as 
those at South Tars, in the Gulf 
north of Qatar, which contains 
ari estimated three trillion 
. cubic metres of gas. 

; ' The minister did riot give the 
exact location of the new re- 
serves or its estimated volume, 
but said more details would 
soon be provided. 

- Iran was previously reported 
to have reserves Of some' 20 
trillion cubic metres of gas — 
accounting for IS per cent of 
the world * 5 total ana ranking it 
second, after Russia. 

Most of Iran's reserves 
however remain untapped 
since the - country lacks the 
means to -transport- them to 
consumers. * 

Tehran has begun technical 
and commercial studies with a 
consortium of European com- 
panies. led by Gaz de France, 
to examine- p pipject, op ex- 
ploiting^ ^gx^tipgjts gas tp ! 
Enfope.' *" 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Theologian appeals for leniency 


MECCA (AP) — Saudi Arabia’s leading theologian called 
Tuesday on governments faring a surge in Islamic fundament* - 
ism to be tolerant. Referring to Algeria. Tunisia and LgyP: 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ben Baz said: “Islam is a rehg'on oi 
tolerance. The rulers-shouki not be harsh or cruel in dealing w«i 
the others. Sheikh-Ben Baz was addressing the opening seffiio 
of the Muslim World League's 33rd annual conference. w ?** 
thari.52 scholars from Muslim nations are attending the meeting 
the league's headquarters in Mecca. Sheikh Ben Baz urged tne 
application of-Sharia in Asia and Africa. He also called for wid 
support for Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Somalia. 


Iran wants to expand Morocco ties 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President Akbar Hasherni Rafsanjani 
told Moroccan Foreign Minister Abdul Latif Filali on Tuesday 
that Iran wanted to. expand relations with Morocco. “We are 
happy like you about the expansion of relations... the situation of 
the Islamic World is such that countries like Iran and Morocco 
should have greater cooperation," Tehran Radio quoted Mr. 
Rafcanjani as saying. Iran arid Morocco resumed diplomatic ties 
in. 1991 after a 10-year break. Relations were cut after King 
Hassan of Morocco took in his old friend the Shah' of Iran, who 
had fled the 1979 Islamic revolution led by Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. "Whenever there is a rift between Islamic countries it 
is filled by satanic powers." Tehran Radio quoted Parliamentary 
Speaker AH Akbar Nateq-Nouri as telling Mr. Filali. The 
minister also met his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar Velayati 
who said Iran put no limit on improvement of ties with Morocco, 
the radio added. Mr Filali. the most senior Moroccan official to 
visit Tran since 1979. arrived in Tehran Tuesday. 


Iraq in shambles, says U.S. senator 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Iraqi economy is near collapse 
as a result of U.N. sanctions, the chairman of the Senate 
intelligence committee said Tuesday. Visitors to Iraq told 
Senator Dennis Deconcini during a visit to the Middle East last 
week thar the country is in shambles and that President Saddam 
Hussein bias reacted by cracking down on suspected opponents.* 
"Sanctions certainly are hurting substantially, even though 
some things are getting in." Mr. Decontini said. "It's a real 
disaster going on there economically." Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak advised Mr. Deconcini not to lift the sanctions, as 
Baghdad is asking. 


2 killed, 3 wounded in Yemen shootout 


SANAA (AFP) — Gunmen in Yemen shot dead two people, 
including a policeman, and wounded, three others Tuesday in a 
shootout between security forces and armed car thieves, an 
Interior Minister spokesman said. Quoted by state television, 
the spokesman said the incident occured after the bandits stole 
two cats on the Sanaa-Hodeida road in the north of the country. 
The bandits opened fire on the police which launched a massive 
manhunt with the help of air force helicopters, he said. The 
Interior Ministry is determined to pursue the criminals and bring 
them to justice, the spokesman added. Several car thefts have 
been recorded in Yemen in recent years where carrying arms is 
tolerated. 


Section of Israeli highway due to cloud 



TEL AVIV (AP) r— A leak in a chlorine vat owned by the state 
.water company caused a cloud of gas over the main Tel 
Aviv-JerusaJem throughway Tuesday, dosing part of the hfjgh- 
way ’dYrcT irfj u ri fig one fireman, pohe^ said. Firemen, police aricl 
qf the Environment Ministry were rushed to the’ 
shaar Hagai iritersection near Beit Shemesh some IS kilometres 
w^ref Jerusalem. “There was a doud of chlorine that gave off a 
very harsh odor.. .and it was recommended that this area of the 
highway be dosed for the health of the drivers and the residents 
in the area." said firefighter Shlomo Cohen on Israel Radio. Mr. 
Cohen said drivers were directed to travel on alternate routes. A 
firefighter was hospitalised in fair condition suffering from gas 
inhalation, police said. The section of the highway was dosed for 
about an bpur. * 


Clinton signs treatment of Gulf soldiers 


WASHINGTON (AP) : — President Bill Clinton signed legisla- 
tion to require the Veterans Affairs Department to treat Gulf 
war veterans for diseases that may haye resulted from exposure 
to toxic substances. “Over the past 216 years. Gulf veterans have 
experienced a wide range of health care problems that have 
eluded diagnosis and cure." Mr.. Clinton said in a statement on 
Tuesday, one day after he signed the bill. He said the veterans* 
symptoms indude fatigue, painful muscles- and joints, bleeding 
gums, skin rashes, short-term memory kiss and hair loss. “Wiih 
this legislation, the V.A. will have the authority to provide to 
these veterans -both inpatient and outpatient care on a priority 
basis." Mr. Clinton said. “Thus, we can help make certain that 
these. .veterans' health caine -needs are' met as fully as possible 
while important research into their problems goes forward." 
Possible chemical and biological contamination during the Gulf 
war has become an issue because of the thousands of veterans 
suffering from debilitating and undiagnosed illnesses that have 
come to be known as Gulf syndrome. Oil fire femes, pesticides 
and other environmental hazards have been raised as possible 
causes. The Pentagon says it has been unable to pinpoint a single 
reason for the illnesses, and has emphasised that there were no 
known inddents of chemical agent exposures or detections 
during the war. 


Algiers shaken by mild tremor 


ALGIERS (R) — A tremor that measured about 3.0 on the 
Richter scale rippled through Algiers at 23.05 (22.05 GMT) on 
Tuesday night, state radio said. The tremor, which shook 
buildings from the dry centre to the suburbs on the hills 
surrounding the capital, was centred on the southwestern 
neighbourhood of Bouzareah. the radio said. "The whole house 
shook." said a ma.n who lives on a hill above the rity, adding that 
the quake did not cause any damage. There were no immediate 
reports of casualties. 
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Africa establish ties 


By Suhair Obeidat 

. Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — South Africans, 
whose knowledge of Jordan 
hits been limited to informa- 
tion provided mainly by 
.'.Israel, will be getting a more 
balanced. perspective of the 
country after the establish- 
ment of formal relations be- 
tween Amman and Pretoria, 
according to Anthony 
Grcenhum. who has been en- 
trusted with selling up a 
South African diplomatic 

mission here.- - 
."There is much interest in 
Jordan among South Afri- 

■ .cans. but in the absence of 
, formal relations. all that we 

have seen came from Israel's 
side. Wow we hope we can 
. .change that and get a more 
balanced perspective." said 
Mr. Gteenhnm. the newly 
appointed charge d'affaires' 
South Africa, long isolated 
from the outside world as a 
result of the sanctions im- 
posed against it for its apar- 
theid policies, is getting hack 
to the famUy-of nations Jitter 
it took serious steps to dis- 
mantle the discriminatory ■ 
measures against its Mack 
population. 'Leader of the 

■ African National Congress 
(ANC) Nelson Mandela has . 
recognised the reforms taken ■ 
by the government in< Pre- 
toria and called on the Un- 
ited Nations to Ijft punitive 
sanctions taken against South 
Africa. 

Jordan was the first coun- 
try: in the:Ardb World to. 
establish diplomatic ties with 
South Africa after a series of 
contacts between the two 
countries. 

' Thfc. first formal contact 
took place last March when a 
delegation of Jordanian 
businessmen met with Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk and 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha. ■ 
Khaldun Abu Hassan, 
chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Industries, deli- 
vered .a message from His 
Majesty' King -Hussein to 
President F.W. de Klerk in 
which -Jordan expressed in- 


terest in establishing closer 
ties with South Africa. 

In May. Foreign Minister 
Botha visited Jordan and met 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Has.san.and in August, 
the Crown Prince sent a letter 
to Mr. Botha suggesting the 
establishment of a South 
African commercial office in 
' Amman. 

After the South African 
-parliament approved the 
Transitional Executive Coun- 
cil (TEC) in September. Jor- 
dan and South Africa sought 
the establishment of formal 
diplomatic relations on the 
level of ambassadors, which 
were announced later that 
month. 

Pretoria's new mission 
here is. fully operative and 
currently works out of tem- 
porary headquarters at one of 
Amman's five star hotels un- 
til permanent premises are 
arranged. An ambassador 
will be appointed following 
the April 1994 parliamentary 
elections in South Africa', 
according to Mr.. Greenham. 

The first South African" 
embassy in the Arab World 
was opened in Bahrain in 
November, but that “was 
only a matter of logistics." 
said Mr. Greenham.' 

As a result of long years of 
sanctions against their coun- 
try. South Africans have de- 
veloped isolationist attitudes. 
•‘Officially we have been cut 
off from the outside world for 
quite some- time, but „ self- 
interests play an important 
role, and we did everything 
possible to get around the 
sanctions and for some time, 
we kept an economic boom." 

Mr. Greenham said. 

* 

Economic growth then 
started to slow down and 
recession hit in 1993. But 
with the fall of communism, 
the fear of a Marxist-oriented 
South African economy has 
gone, paving the way for 
positive steps towards a free 
economy, he said. • 

"The International Monet- 
aty Fund (IMF) has approved 


good credit -lending, which 
we hope will help our eco- 
nomy to boom." said Mr. 
Greenham. 

On the positive side of 
sanctions. South Africa de- 
veloped its own industries, 
mainly mining, agriculture 
and arms. 

“We have developed very 
sophisticated mine-sweeping 
equipment, considered to be 
the best in the world." he 
said. 

South Africa's mining in- 
dustry boiists a host of metals 
and minerals like gold, plati- 
num. manganese, uranium 
and diamonds. Next month a 
South African official will 
visit the Jordanian Potash 
Company to discuss possibili- 
ties of a future joint venture, 
according to Mr. Greenham. 

South Africa's interests in 
Jordan focus on joint projects 
of mining and water techni- 
ques. Mineral depots in the 
Dead Sea and expertise in 
water technology are fields 
where Jordan and South 
Africa can pool their exper- 
tise. 

The balance of trade be-- 
tween Jordan and South Afri- 
ca. with an estimated annual 
worth of $40 million, has mi 
far been in the latter's favour. 

While Jordan imports iron 
and steel products, it only 
exports to South Africa "a 
host of various little things, 
so we hope to increase this 
into a balance.'* Mr. 
Greenham said. 

South Africa's traditional 
business partners are the Un- 
ited States. Japan. Germany 
and the United Kingdom. A 
disadvantage in wider-scale 
trade relations is the great 
geographical distance be- 
tween both countries. "But 
we hope to find a way to 
make it easier." he said. 

As part of confidence- 
building measures. Jordan 
and South Africa scrapped 
visa requirements for both 
countries' nationals for busi- 
ness and tourism stays of up 
to 30 days. "We hope to see 
an increase in travel on both 
sides." he said. 


■i:r m 7 ! 



Art gift to RJ 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Jordanian Society for Fine 
Arts Wednesday presented Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national 
airline, with a gift of nine paintings by artists-from Jordan and 
otjher Arab countries. 

The gift', which was presented by the society president 
Princess Wijdan AJi was m recognition of RTs efforts towards 
'supporting the Jordanian artistic mpvement and its contribu- 
tions towards cultural work in Jordan. _ 

■ RJ Chief Executive Office Mahmoud Jamal Balqez received 
the. gift which was presented to mark the airline's celebrations 
of its 30 year anniversary. 

Mr. Balqez thanked the princess for the valuable gift noting, 
that the generous act would serve as an incentive for RJ's 
continued backing for culture and art activities in Jordan. The 
photograph shows Mr. Bakjqz receiving one of the paintings 
from Princess Wijdan Ali. 


GMm^Moots 
himself^ - 

' By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 12-year-old 
boy who shot himself acd- 
denaily while playing with his 
father's gun, died Tuesday in 
Queen Alia Military Hospital, 
according to a police report. 

The victim’s mother told 
police she was in the house 
when she heard gun-shots com- 
ing from her son's room. 

The mother said she went to 
see what happened to her son 
and she found him lying on the 
floor bleeding. Hospital 
sources said the victim identi- 
fied only as J.A.D., was de- 
clared dead on arrival as a 
result of gun wounds to the 
head. - 

Police said they have seized 
the weapon and are investigat- 
ing the incident. 

Meanwhile, in a separate in- 
cident, Zarqa police are sear- 
ching for an unidentified 
assailant who reportedly shot a 
10 - year-old girl who was stand- 
ing in the front-yard of their 
house Tuesday. 

The girl was taken to Zarqa 
Hospital and is reported in 
good condition. 

Police are conducting inves- 
tigations to identify the 
assailant. 


Caritas 
to distribute 
Italian aid 
to poor 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Ernesto Oliviero. 
an Italian philanthropist left 
Amman Wednesday for home 
after delivering a plane-load of 
used clothes, food and medi- 
cine to Jordan Caritas to be 
distributed to the needy Jorda- 
nians and Iraqis. 

According to Father Mousa 
Adeli, bead of a liaison office 
for Iraq Caritas the plane car-, 
ried five tonnes of clothes, one 
tonne of food supplies and two 
tonnes of medicines as a gift 
from the Italian people. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the Latin partiarchate in 
Jordan took delivery of the aid 
noting that Bishop Salim Al 
Sayegh ordered that half of the 
relief supplies be distributed to 
Jordanians and the other half 
to the Iraqi poor, according to 
Father Adeli. 

Fr. Adeli, who had served as 
Jordan Caritas director for 
many years noted that during 
his mandate he received IS 
plane loads of relief supplies 
from Mr. Oliviero collected by 
thousands of Italian volunteers 
from the Italian public. 

Most of the voluntary cam- 
paigns organised by Jordan 
Caritas over the past 10 years 
entailed the distribution of 
clothes and medicines, in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of 
Social Development, in Jor- 
dan's rural regions, said Father 
Adeli. 

Noting that the 16th plane 
load was supplied by the Ita- 
lian Sermig Society, Father 
Adeli said that Mr. Oliviero 
had received the Jordanian 
Peace Medal from His Majesty 
King Hussein in 1991, follow- 
ing uie Gulf war, for his huma- 
nitarian services to the poor in 
Jordan. 

The Sermig Society, which 
groups 600 employees, takes 
charge of raising contributions 
with the help of thousands of 
, volunteers, in Italy, - ■ !A -i \ 
: . He said .chat fast year!& plane • 
load of supplies included- >35 1 
-wheel chairs for the handkap-- 
ped in-Jordan. '• T ■* 

Mr. Oliviero said upon his 
arrival in Amman Tuesday 
evening, that the latest sup- 
plies on board the plane were 
presented to Jordan which' 
“has- been making endeavours, 
■towards Democracy." 

“Jordan is a country, known 
for its leadership's wise policies 
and one which played host to 
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi 
and Palestinian refugees in the 
aftermath of the Gulf crisis," 
said Mr. Oliviero 

Jordan Caritas Director 
General Nabil Haddad voiced 
Jordan's appreciation for the 
continued Italian aid to the 
Kingdom’s poor. 


Writers;, 
to get state 
awards 

AMMAN (Petra) — Seven 
Jordanian writers, researchers 
and artists are to receive state 
awards worth between JD 5000 
— 10000 each, according to an 
announcement by culture 
Minister Amin Mahmoud 

The minister, who 
announced the names of the 
winners at a press conference 
held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre in Amman said the 
awards for outstanding works 
in 1992 would be formally pre- 
sented to the winners at a 
ceremony to be held under the 
Royal patronage at a later 
date. 

According to Dr. Mahmoud 
Uie following citizens deserved 
the awards as recommended by 
the special committee: 

Dr. Ibrahim Saafin won the 
literature award for his studies 
in short stories. 

Dr. Kamel Saeed won the 
award for his work in soda! 
sciences. 

Artist Muna Abdul Majid 
Saudi and artist Karram 
Tumeh won the arts award. 

Mr. Jamal Abu Hamdan 
won the award for theatre. 

Dr. Saad Hijazi and Dr. 
Ibrahim Khatib won the award 
for studies in Jordanian chil- 
dren's growth and develop- 
ment. 


Government cuts customs 

A , . ■ 

duties on pick-up trucks 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
has decided to slash by up to 50 
per cent customs duties on 
medium-size pick-up trucks 
with effect from Jan, 1, 1994, 
Finance Minister Sami Gam- 
moh said- Wednesday. 

. In effecL, the measures 
means a reduction of between 
JD 2,000 and JD 3,000 for 
Japanese-made pick-ups and 
between JD 2,500 and. JD 
4,000 for European and Amer- 
ican vehicles, deai.rs said. 

Mr. Gammoh said the Coun- 
cil of Ministers had already 
approved a Ministry of Finance 
and Customs recommendation 
for. the reduction and that the 
measure would go into effect 
as:of the new year. . 

Mr. Gammoh said the move 
was aimed at helping farmers 
and small industries which use 
pick-up trucks for transporting 
raw materials and their pro- 
ducts. 

“We hope this will make life 
easier for oar fanners and 
small industries who need 
small pick-up trucks for their 
businesses," Mr. Gammoh 
told the Jordan Times. “Our 
main target is the low-income 
group." 

The 35 per cent to 50 per 


Abanda says it’s time 
for heavy rain, snow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A bulletin 
issued Wednesday by the De- 
partment of Meteorology 
noted that rain fell in different 
areas of Jordan Tuesday noting 
that the largest amounts of rain 
fell in Rabbeh near Karak. It 
said that the area received 23.2 
millimetres of rain while in 
Basira, in the south east, re- 
ceived the least amount of 0.5 
millimetre. 

The rain coincided with a 
statement by All Abanda, the 
department director, who said 
Wednesday marked the sta^of ; 
l ‘the actual winter ‘season wuh' 
shorter daysjqnd teogerritights. : 

Wednesday marked the jbe- 
.gjnning ot {HLdays .otiisually 
‘heavy rains ’and, possibly, 
snow. Dr. Abanda told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said that the eastern, 
desert regions and the south- 
ern regions of Jordan, includ- 
ing Aqaba, have had larger 
■amounts of raining the past 
two months titan the central' 
and the northern areas. 

Heavy rain fell in Aqaba 
Monday night and Tuesday 
morning, accumulating 19.3 
millimetres of water: this 
amount is more than half rhe 
annual rate of rainfall that nor- 
mally falls in Aqaba which 
receives up to 31 millimetres, 
said Dr. Abanda. 

The Jordan News Agency. 


part- 

qaba 


Petra, said that in some parts 
of the city the rains caused 
floods and traffic’ congestions 
and that the civil defence men 
were called out to remove sand 
that accumulated in the streets 
and to evacuate people who 
were trapped by floods to safer. 

' areas. * 

Hie Meteorology De 
ment said that while Aqa 
received the gratest amounts ot 
' rain, AI Azraq and Safawi re-? 

. ceived a mere one millimetre 
of rain. 

' ^Noting that ©ojt of tyed 
t .countries jn/.khe^ fc eas$erp ; 

, Mediferraneiia havfe' had' little 

• rain this season,. Dr. Abanda 
said that good spells in January 

. and February would cover the . 
annual average. 

Last Thursday, the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
organised openair prayers. 

• attended by Minister of Awqaf 
; and Islamic Affairs Abdul* 

Salam Al Abbadi and senior 

• clergymen, imploring God for 
rain after a dry spell that has 
now lasted for nearly six 
weeks. 

The Department of 
. Meteorology reported that Jor- 
■ dan is now affected by an 
’ unstable climatic conditions 
which might cause scatterd 
showers forecasting more rain 
in the Gulf of Aqaba. 
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cent reduction' will be applic- 
able to pick-up trucks of up to 
four-tonne carrying capacity 
under a slab system prepared 
by the customs department. 

The minister said there was 
no consideration of whatsoever 
of reducing customs duties on 
passenger cars. He referred to 
his own earlier comments that 
the government felt that Jorda- 
nian roads are already satu- 
rated with small cars; clogging 
the traffic and consuming im- 
ported fuel, which in turn im- 
poses a burden on the treasury. 

He has said that rhe govern- 
ment might also consider re- 
ducing customs duties in large 
passenger vehicles such as 
buses which serve a larger 
number of people at cheaper 
costs than small cars. No deci- 
sion hs been taken in this 
respect yet. 

Mohammad Jamal, director 
of the Customs Department at 
the Ministry of Finance, was 
quoted as saying in local re- 
ports thar the government was 
keen ro encourage local assem- 
bly of automobiles. 

He said the government had 
also decided to reduce customs 
duties on automobile chasis to 


one per cent from the present 
25 per cent with effect from 
Jan. 1. 

A local company has already 
announced plans to assemble 
cars in Jordan in collaboration 
with a South Korean company, 
but it would take several years 
before the first vehicle leaves 
the assembly line. 

Customs duties on cars in 
Jordan are among the highest 
in the region, but that has not 
done much to decrease the 
number of cars in the King- 
dom. Adding further to .the 
number of cars here were the 
tens of thousands of vehicles 
brought in from Kuwait and 
other Gulf states by expatriates 
who returned home in the 
wake of the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

Despite the 50 per cent slash 
in customs duties, a pick-up 
will also remain beyond the 
reach of an average wage- 
earner in Jordan. 

The cheapest pick-up of 
acceptable quality costs around 
JD 11,000: with the reduction 
in customs the price will come 
down to around JD 9.000- in 
the country, where the average 
monthly earning is around JD 
160. 
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1‘New’ approach to ‘old’ tax 

fWANCE MINISTER Sami Gammoh did the right 
thing when be engaged the Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry in a dialogue about the proposed new 
sales tax. This kind of communication and consultation i 
{should be the mainstay of all governmental initiatives, 
over and above the regular links and channels with 
parliament. 

; Mr. Gammoh kept the door wide open for addition- 
al discussions with the private sector about the 
Implications of the tax on Jordanian industry and 
business when he told his audience Tuesday that it was 
not too late for introducing amendments to the 
legislation. Even though the new sales levy would 
Replace the already-in- place consumption tax, the 
ramifications of the new measure nevertheless needs a 
thorough reconsideration in consultation with the 
representatives of our business community. It is not 
Enough to brush off the accusation that the new tax 
was introduced as a result of pressure from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). The Minister of 
Finance rejected this allegation outright although 
other knowledgeable people within and from outside 
the government insist that the additional tax is part 
and parcel of a standby agreement with the IMF. 

The crux of (he problem is whether the new levy 
would inhibit the growth of Jordanian business oppor- 
tunities and decrease protection for the country’s 
infant industry. If it turned out to be true, for 
example, that the effects of the tax would benefit 
imported prodnets, then we have a legitimate cause for 
alarm and concern. This country cannot afford to be a 
net importer for the rest of its life. Industrialisation on 
opr part, on the other hand, is a process that requires 
guidance, support and reasonable protection since the 
starting point is always difficult. 

, This is not to mention the political fallout from any 
precipitous move to make life in the country harder 
economically. If Jordanian industries lose some of the 
local market to foreign competitors as a result of the 
tax, this would be at the expense of labour which is 
already at a critical stage. 

I Yet the Minister of Finance is on the right track by 
soliciting views and counsel from the private sector. As 
long as this process of give and take continues there 
will always be real hope for a proper resolution of all 
the issues related to the new tax. Since the new 
legislation wiD not be submitted to Parliament for 
adoption till the process of reconsideration is com- 
pleted, there is every reason to believe that happy 
compromise can still be found, hopefully soon. - 


THE GOVERNMENTS decision to increase salaries of civil 
servants and military personnel as well as pensioners is bound 
to help employees fulfill a long-cherished desire for improved 
living conditions, said Al Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday. The 
income of employees as well as the pensioners has been 
eroded due to the high prices of various commodities, said the 
paper which added that increases would help, stability because 
it would encourage employees to double their efforts in 
serving the nation through increased production. Dr. Majali's 
statement Tuesday reflected the government's plans to address 
basic issues which, among other things, include provision for 
subsidies for basic commodities, prices for the benefit of the 
low-income groups in Jordan, added the daily. It said that the 
premier's decision to work out a plan for a health scheme for 
all Jordanians reflected the government's concern with reduc- 
ing the burden of the poor families who are no more able to 
cope with the cost of medical services on their own. Addres- 
sing these vital issues is bound to accomplish a major 
achievement for which the present government will take 
credibility, the paper continued. Furthermore, the govern- 
ment's plans to do justice to the judiciary in view of the judges' 
serious and sensitive responsibility's constitutes a very con- 
structive step designed to strengthen the independence of the 
judicial authority in the Kingdom and its integrity, added the 
paper. Indeed, said the paper, these plans represent another 
achievement for the government which has been shouldering a 
responsible role in building up the country through democra- 
cy, despite the difficult situation and the financial burdens it is 
facing at present. 

BY DECLARING their adherence to Israel's conditions for a 
settlement of the PLO-Israel differences over the implementa- 
tion of the Oslo deal, Israeli leaders have condemned the 
negotiations to total failure, said Sawt Al Shaftb daily. The 
paper said that after the Oslo meetings in the past two days, 
the two sides are starting negotiations anew in the French 
capital, but there can be no hope for an end to differences as 
long as Israel holds on to its intransigent position. Both Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Peres have been declaring Israel's adamant 
position, never relenting on the question of controlling the 
bridges and the borders separating the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip from Jordan and Egypt, said the paper. 
Noting that both Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres are working 
towards aborting the Gaza-Jericho first agreement, the paper 
said that such an adamant stand is a time bomb that threatens 
the whole Middle East peace process, and proves that the 
Israeli leaders are afraid of the idea of a comprehensive peace- 
with the Arab states. 


Road accidents and road 
ethics in a cultural context 


By Ahmad Y. M^jdoubeh 

WHENEVER a road accident occurs, involving either vehi- 
cles or pedestrians, traffic officials seize the opportunity to 
remind us. time and again, of what they consider the major 
“causes” of traffic accidents: a) failure to obey road signs, 
especially with respect to speed and overtaking; b) bad road 
conditions, particularly in winter time: and cl the condition of 
the vehicle itself. 

Undeniably, these are all factors which contribute signifi- 
cantly to the trauma we have been (and still are) experiencing 
since the introduction of vehicles (whose number has and is 
dramatically increasing) into our lives and since the abrupt and 
unexpected increase of the inhabitants of our towns and cities 
themselves- In my opinion, however, these factors are not the 
real causes. 

The causes lie deeper, in our “public character and in our 
present culture. The problem, as 1 see it. is essentially a 
problem of misguided upbringing and bad education. In this 
larger context. I wish to raise the following three points. 

First, people in our society generally belittle danger. 
Knowingly or not (often unwittingly), they overlook the risks 
involved in many of the actions or moves they make, especially 
those which do not appear to be visibly risky or dangerous. 
This is true when they swim in the muddy warers of the 
Kingdom's dams and drown, when they work in the midst of 
all kinds of poisonous fumes in factories and repair shops 
without bothering to wear a mask, when they prepare 
sandwiches in restaurants without putting on sanitary gloves, 
when parents see their kids wading in sewerage water and do 
not care, when school boys play soccer without wearing the 
right shoes, when butchers hang meat outside for flies to feast 
on. when businessmen erect huge commercial centres without 
proper fire-escape doors or stairs, etc. 

Our relation to the road, be we motorists or pedestrians, is 
based on the same principle: carelessness, recklessness, 
ignorance, haphazardness. Call it whatever you wish, it all 
boils down to underestimation of danger. How many people 
wear a vest or a helmet when they ride a bicycle? How many 
(and 1 am talking about adults, not children here) look left and 
right when they cross the street? They see your car, and' they 
turn their faces the other way. Drivers, similarly, are no better 
than the pedestrians. They see you crossing the street and they 
come dashing at you. trying to pass before you cross. Where 
do most children play soccer or volleyball? In the streets. Do 
you think they are truly aware of danger? Worse, do you think 
their parents realise the potential risks of such recklessness? 

Secondly, there is either an obvious indifference to or a 
deliberate disrespect of what we may call public space in our 
society, including the roads. Whatever we learn at home, at 
school, and at other educational establishments remains, in 
most cases, restricted to or confined within the home, school, 
and establishment territory. The moment we are outside the 


realm of these three institutions, we seem io feel free to do 
whatever we fee! like. We destroy public property (how many 
functioning public phones do we have in the country?), throw 
garbage in the streets, and trash our outing sites. 

I have heard the following remark from many foreign 
visitors and friends. We are amazed, they say, at how 
courteous, polite, and generous Arabs are in their homes. 
When you come to the door-step, they say. "after you”; when 
the tea" or coffee is served, they help themselves after you do; 
when they eat. they serve you first; when you rise to wash your 
hands, they wash theirs after you do. etc. But when they are in 
the street, especially when they are behind the wheel, their 
personality changes 180 degrees. They seem to want to do 
everything before- everybody else does. 

Unfortunately, such characterisation is both perceptive and 
correct. The Arab of today, in his public (not private) life is 
selfish, disorderly, and even rude. He suffer; from both a 
double-standard complex and a form of schizophrenia. Take 
our university students in the lecture room. On the whole, 
they are truly well-behaved, attentive, disciplined, amiable, 
and at times even shy. You look at them, and you see angels. 
Try. however, to drive on campus, which incidentally, has 
wide sidewalks and perfect road signs: you will be shocked by 
how rude, undisciplined, and reckless these “angels” become 
outside the classroom. 

The point here is there are hardly any street, road, or public 
space ethics. 

Thirdly, and most importantly, our education (this also 
applies to our upbringing) is mainly rhetorical and theoretical, 
not empirical or practical. Without a doubt, our parents and 
teachers "tell” us a great deal. They inform us not to speed 
when we drive and to pay attention when we cross the street. 
In fact, they give numerous similar lectures daily: “Thou shall, 
thou shalt not.” But telling is not real education, nor is it real 
upbringing. Effective education and upbringing are those 
which implant, instil, and foster not information but values 
and morals inside one's character. Tie parents or teachers will 
do better (much better) if they take us to the street and show 
us how to cross — once, twice, three times — until crossing 
properly becomes a habit or second nature. They will do better 
also, if they teach us by example, i.e.. if they apply what they 
themselves preach. To create a sense of responsibility in our 
kids and students, we ourselves have to be responsible. 

The solution is already implied in our discussion of the 
problem. Let us (parents and teachers, primarily) live up to 
our society's expectations of us and to the challenges of our 
mission or calling. Let us take the time, the effort, and the 
pain (even) to educate not to preach, to demonstrate 
effectively not to theorise, to instill values and build character 
not fill the heads of our young people with abstract, 
meaningless lore. 

Road ethics are part and parcel of our moral character. 
Their absence is. in my opinion, the major cause of accidents. 
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Zhirinovsky’s success 
could have ripple effect 
on the Third World 


Peace with a phantom 


By Fawaz Turki 


SINCE -THE - slating of ' the 
deal with the PLO; it -has pas- 
sed almost unnbticfed - (Hat 
Israel, in effect.! signed a peace 
agreement with a phantom 
organisation, because the 
PLO, in every sense of the 
word, no longer exists. 

There was a time, of course, 
when the PLO not only existed 
but legitimately represented 
the aspirations of the Palesti- 
nian people. This legitimacy 
derived from three sources: the 
power the PLO’s armed fight- 
ers and militias projected, the 
ubiquity of its popular institu- 
tions and the genuine support 
that almost every segment of 
Palestinians society extended 
to it. 

But the military forces were 
disarmed and expelled from 
Beirut in 1982 and later dis- 
persed to such faraway places 
as Yemen. Algeria and Sudan. 
Over the years, large numbers 
of these combatants have re- 
settled elsewhere, mostly in 
the Gulf countries, where they 
have found gainful employ- 
ment, or in their original Arab 
host states, where they have 
rejoined their families. 

The various social and poli- 
tical institutions that the PLO 
operated for many years also 
have collapsed. Institutions 
such as the Palestine Red Cres- 
cent. the Samed Society, the 
Souk Al Gharb Foundation, 
the Palestine Research Centre 
and the Palestine National 
Fund had offered such things 
as heairh care, employment 
opportunities, educational 


facilities, academic grants and 
social services to- hundreds of 
thousands of grateful Palesti- • ' 
nians. both in exile and in the 
West Bank and Gaza Stri p. 

And political institution — 
for the most part democratic — 
had made it possible for 
Palestinians of all stripes to 
have their voices heard without 
having their heads cracked, as 
often happens in the repressive 
and patriarchal societies of the 
Arab World. Then, of course, 
there was the Palestine Nation- 
al Council, the parliament-in- 
exile and ultimate Palestinian 
political institution, whose 
many sessions since 1965 had 
brought together a representa- 
tive sampling of the various 
stratifications of class, ideolo- 
gical ■ currents and political sen- 
sibilities that existed in Palesti- 
nian society. 

All of these institutions 
closed down soon after the 
conclusion of the Gulf war, 
when the PLO began, very 
simply to go broke. Denied 
access to financial a id from the 
oil-rich Arab states — includ- 
ing the taxes levied on Palesti- 
nian - expatriate workers there 
— the PLO could no longer 
meet its obligations to these 
groups, which soon atrophied 
and ceased to function. 

Finally, there is the erosion 
of popular support for the PLO 
among the mainstream, an ero- 
sion tied to the sneaking suspi- 
cion of Palestinians every- 
where that over the years, their 
leadership has lost touch with 
the realities of Palestinian life. 


Instead of bringing to an end 

the unspeakable^pain and des- 
titution that had characterised 
the life of most Palestinians, 
this leadership brought one di- 
plomatic defeat after another, 
one military disaster after 
another and one act of social 
grief after another. The most 
prominent example: the expul- 
sion of more than 400.000 
Palestinians from Kuwait, an 
event that has caused severe 
disruptions in the lives of three 
times as many other Palesti- 
nians — and directly linked to 
the bumbling of the PLO on its 
position regarding the Gulf 
war. 

The PLO today could not 
even be railed a ghost of its old 
self. The three or four major 
factions that had belonged to it 
and given it the appearance of 
an umbrella organisation have 
long since walked out. 

Fateh, the largest and most 
tnflnenrifll voice in the orga- 
nisation, is tom by dissension. 
So many members of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee have res- 
igned that this body no longer 
holds meetings. 

If the PLO has any existence 
at alk it is embodied in the 
person of Yasser Arafat and a 
couple of dozen men around 
him now sitting in Tunis and 
dreaming dreams of glory ab- 
out how, with help from a 
“strong police force,” they will 
soon - be running the autonomy 
show from Jericho and Gaz3. 

Rejectionists in Palestinian 
society, not all of whom are 
fundamentalists or radicals. 


point to how . Arafat and his 
few loyalists have, in effect, 
drafted a peace agreement be- 
hind the backs of -their people 
and signed it on the White 
House lawn without consulting 
or convening the Palestinian 
National Council. The exile 
community. 4 million strong, 
feels betrayed. 

Other Palestinians, especial- 
ly those whose husbands, sons 
or fathers had given their lives 
for the cause and had been 
dependent for a living on their 
social security checks from the 
PLO, have been pauperised. 
Palestinian democrats feel en- 
raged at seeing their ideas 
thrown out the window by a 
few posturing officials and a 
vaudevillian Arafat. 

Alas, the PLO, or those 
remnants of it sitting around 
Tunis today, will soon ensc- 
once themselves in the West 
Bank and Gaza and continue 
to call themselves the “sole, 
official representative of the 
Palestinian people.” 

But I am convinced that no 
one there will listen to them. A 
new generation of Palestinians, 
all in their, twenties and early 
thirties, all cot from the same 
quarry of shared struggle and 
kinship of vision, will surely 
come forward and tell these 
self-styled "sole, official repre- 
sentatives” to move on. 

The writer is author of Exile's 
Return: The Making of a 
Palestinian- American, to be 
published in January. The arti- 
cle is reprinted From the 
Washington Post. 


By G-H. Jansen 

The countries of the Third 
World, and especially the 
Arabs, should be pleased that 
the “Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty” of Valdinrir Zhirinovsky 
2d well in the recent par- 


order which is based on foe belief 
that Russia; is - be its 
knees, will restate so for 
some time to come, nod shit 


liamentar 
sia. Or si 


elections in 

wld they? 


off its knees should be 
pushed back down again, 
whkb is what Mr, Zhirinovs- 
ky wants ta -chalkrige and 


To judge by the scorn and 
criticisms and downright 
abuse now being heaped on 
him, with remarkable unani- 
mity, by the western media, 
the Third World should avoid 
him like the plague, which 
could be one of the objectives 
of this campaign. According 
to the western media, he is a 
Hitler, a racist, a fascist, a 
Russian imperialist, a down, 
a buffoon and an agent of the 
KGB, tbe Russian secret 
police. How else, it is asked, 
could be have learnt Turkish 
and three other foreign lan- 
guages (English, French and 
German)? The western 
media usually forgets to men- 
tion that he holds two de- 
grees from Moscow universi- 
ty, one of them in law. Butin 
the world that is under the 
influence of the western 
media Mr. Zhirinovsky has 
already been demonised. 

Tbe'reason why the Arabs, 
in particular, should be hap- 
py about the eminence of 
someone like Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky is that at least on one very 
debatable issue, the con- 
frontation between the U.S.- 
led coalition and Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq, Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky saw Iraq’s point of 
view to the extent of making 


In other words, if Mr. 
Zhirinovsky** personality and 

the presence of Ms large par- 


The depressed West 
needs a social philosopher 


By Flora Lewis 

PARIS — The depression in 
western societies has become 
much more than economic. 
There is a Spenserian sense of 
cultural decline, of a loss of 
rapacity to keep countries 
going in the wav we expect of 
them. Only a few years after 
the collapse of communism 
brought such a feeling of his- 
toric vindication, both optim- 
ism and self-confidence have 
melted away. 

The West, like the East, is 
now facing the colossal MU left 
by the cold war, which includes 
moral and psychological ques- 
tions about the assumptions on 
which free societies are based. 

The drug culture, crime, the 
dissolution of family structure, 
a bleak sense of futility before 
life’s challenges have been 
accumulating for a long time. 
Bnt now all these failings are 
seen as adding up to a crisis 
that puts the backbone of west- 
ern civilisation in doubt. 


The “clash -of civilisations,” 
the next world conflict pre- 
dicted by Samuel P. Hunting- 
ton of Harvard, resonates with 
the thrill of a horror movie, 
offering new disasters, new 
enemies to chase away the 
boredom that Francis 
Fukuyama foresaw with the 
arrival of the “end of history.” 

When President Jiang 
Zemin of China lectures Presi- 
dent Bffl Clinton ou the arro- 
gance of western insistence 
that human rights are univer- 
sal, many are prepared to won- 
der again what they mean by 
progress. But this comes just 
when more and more people in 
traditional societies are asking 
why they can’t break the cycles 
of suffering, the ageless 
rhythms of oppression. 

The film “Farewell My Con- 
cubine,” made in China and 
then banned there, is an 
anguished cry at tbe discovery 
that even the most dramatic, 
rapid upheavals only perpetu- 
ate the pain when the old 


methods of oppressive hierar- 
chy are unchanged. 

A film for French television 
based on the book “Tbe South 
Slope of Liberty,” written by 
two Egyptian intellectuals who 
use the pseudonym Mahmoud 
Hussein, identifies recognition 
of the individual as the key to 
freedom. 

They understand the com- 
forts of the traditional all- 
embracing community and 
how much it hurts to accept 
individual responsibility, self- 
reliance, the need for personal 
initiative. But they- argue that 
this is the only way to emerge 
from the misery to which so 
many haveso long been conde- 
mned to resign themselves. 

This is not a dash of civilisa- 
tions. It is a convergence de- 
manding a reconciliation be- 
fore tbe old dilemma of indi- 
vidual and co mmu nity. 

Man is a social animal and 
cannot face the travail of life 
and the indifference of nature 
without support from his kind. 


statements in support of 
Saddam Hussein. Moreov- 
er, when fife fighting started, 
he recruited volunteers to go 
and fight in Iraq and sent 
them to Baghdad by plane. It 
was, perhaps, a futile and 
even a foohsh gesture which 
came to nothing, bnt at least 
it showed that Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky could and did take an 
independent stand even 
against the pro-U.S. stance of 
Ins own government In U.S.* 
eyes, to support the Iraqi 
enemy with whom America 
had been at war is unforgiv- 
able. 

Apart from this episode, 
die reason why the West dis- 
likes Mr. . Zhirinovsky so 
comprehensively is not, of 
coarse, because he is a Hit- 
ler, a racist, etc., but for 
much larger political reasons. 
Thus, he is a critic of and a 
competitor; to Boris Yeltsin 
and foe West is very happy 
with dear Boris, who knows 
his and Russia’s place, which 
is one respectful step behind 
foe United States. This is a 
position personified by tire 
present Russian foreign 
minister, foe all-too -com- 
pliant Mr. Koszyrev, who 
Mr. Zhirinovsky says should 
be dismissed. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky is not pre- 
pared to accept that sub- 
ordination as Russia's place 
because, as he says quite 
openly and repeatedly, he 
wants to restore the national 
pride of Russia, to “get Rus- 
sia off its knees.” And the 
practical consequences of 
that attitude and policy could 
be dangerous and very un- 
comfortable for the West, 
which western commentators 
have dearly defined: “Zhir- 
inovsky’s Russia would be 
much less cooperative than 
Yelt sin s with the West in the 
U.N.” To get “Russia off its 
knees” is a dangerously sub- 
versive doctrine. Subersive of 
foe present international 


Russia's policy under Mr. 
Yeltsin — and it would be 
. difficult to see how he could 
not be so influenced — ■' then 
the international scene would 
move from being what it is at 
present,. * unipolar world 
dominated by foe one world 
power with its new world 
order, and it would become 
much more bipolar. 

Such a situation would 
obviously be to the advantage 
of Third World countries, or 
at least to those of them who 
wish to get out from under 
the monopoly domination of 
one superpower. 

The West used to say. and 
may well say again, that the 
Third World wants to be able 
to ‘^play off” one superpower 
against the other. But m fact 
no Third World country has 
ever been able to do playing- 
off, not even the largest of 
them, like fnefia^ and China, 
because they did not have foe 
politico-economic weight to 
do so. 

What tire bipolar system, 
the cold war in other words, 
had to offer the Third World 
was space, space for man- 
oeuvre and for choice; it gave 
Third World countries some 
place else to go. And once a 
superpower and the Third 
World countries know that 
these countries have an 
alternative place from winch 
to get friendship and support, 
ana perhaps money and 
weapons, then both the su- 
perpower and the other coun- 
tries behave- very -differently: 
the - superpower - is. Jess 
domineering and less arro- 
gant and foe other countries 
are less subservient. 

But should Third World 
countries be happy at foe 
emergence of tbe Zhirinovs- 
ky phenomenon, considering 
that some of Ins views are 
deplorable? Since the accusa- 
tions against the man are 
propagandistic, they should be 
looked at carefully. Thus, foe 
charge of anti-Semitism, that 
is of ami-Jewish feeling, com- 
es down to his questioning 
why members of the small 
Jewish - minority in Russia 
should .be so prominent and 
have so much influence in die 
media. But the same point 
could be made and has been 
made about foe medfa • 
many countries and to point 
to mat fact is not to be 
anti- Jewish. The plate fa ct is 
that the label “anti-Semitic” 
has. been made so s hamef ul 
that it has become a simple 
term of abuse, like “fascist.” 

Third World countries, af- 
ter all, are not called upon to 
approve or endorse all tbe 
various strains in thepoKcy of 
someone like Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky: he will be a tam tinning 
benefit to other countries not 
by bolding this view or the 


one world power. Thus, 
Third World countries should . 
not be deterred from making 
this 'an advantage just be- 
cause of personal abuse in the 
western media. 


Tender for purchase of Cows 

Cooperative Society for Cattle 
Breeders /ZARQA 

The Cooperative Society for the cattle breeders in Zarqa 
announces the tender to buy 1,450 pregnant" heifers : r 
produce milk provided its origin is from a single country c. 
Holstein Frisian kind (black and white) in accordance with 
the conditions and specifications mentioned in the tender. 1 
Payment will be in cash through a confirmed and irrevoc- 
able letter of credit. . rr.j 

Interested people can visit the society's offices to obtain a 
copy of the tender for non-refundable 200 Jordanian 
1994 S ’’ he deadline for acce P tin 9 tenders is on January 6, 

N.B.: Advertisement fees should be borne by whoever wins 
the tender. ■ - 

Address: Zarqa/ Old Zarqa-Amman Street 
near Royal Jordanian Offices. 

Tel: 986521, Fax: 900315 

Management Committee Secr et * !* 
Ahmad Al Hal Omar . 
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'Ey Mohammad Mashaiya 

There /s quite a difference between the timid steps for 
tbe, creation of a permanent gallery to display the 
country's art works — spearheaded by Nuha Batshon 
whOi created what came ro be known as Tbe Gallery in 
tbk party 1970s — and the 16 galleries existing in Jordan 
at present. 

. .Oyer the past 20 years. Jordan has witnessed a real 
cultural, artistic and construction development and saw 
the establishment of several universities and colleges 
which continue to turn out graduates. 

Wifh the return of thousands of expatriates and the 
sodoreconomic changes in the country over the past two 
decades, social and aesthetic values have changed with 
the result that we now have a unique mixture of 
cultures. In this climate modern and contemporary 
yald.es have not prevailed but rather intermixed and 
interacted with the old values. 

. This character has bad its influence on the Jordanian 
plastic arts, giving it a rather special nature and 
determined the course of marketing the paintings in 
galleries where they are displayed. 

The last three years have witnessed the emergence of 
a large number of private and commercial galleries but 
some artists still believe that they have not contributed 
anything towards improving the quality of artistic work 
or helping to spread the artistic culture in Jordan. 

■Nuha Batshon . owner of The Gallery located at the 
Jordan Intercontinental Hotel , who continually follows 
up on the development of the plastic arts movement 
considers that tbe large number of galleries should be 
ess entially linked to. the concept of improving produc- 
tion. } 

She doubts that the current competition among the 
professional artistshas contributed to the emergence of 
creative artists, especially in the light of the meagre 
financial resources at their disposal . 

She pointed put that the decline in the price of 
paintings over the past two years resulted in a situation 
where artists bejame unable to cover tbe basic costs for 
their exhibitions. 

Furthermore . the flood of a great number of Iraqi 
artists and the exhibitions which they held in Amman 
have adversefy affected the quality of artwork on the 


Jordan’s art world undergoes metamorphosis 


one hand, but at the same time led to unfair competition 
in terms of quality and prices. The great number of 
galleries also caused a congestion in the number of 
exhibitions which normally open simultaneously. For 
instance in one month 20 exhibitions were held in 
Amman preventing art lovers from visiting all the 
exhibitions in town. According to Batshon the great 
number of galleries has not encouraged artists to 
specialise in certain types of arts neither did it help to 
develop the work of one group of artists or contribute 
towards the establishment of special types of schools of 
art. 

Samia Al Zaru. owner of a non-profit Open Art 
Studio agrees with Batshon in her assessment of the art 
situation in Jordan. Zaru says that the great number of 
galleries is something unusual and has in no way 
contributed to the development of the Jordanian plastic 
art movement. 

Noting that a number of non-artists and intruders on 
the world of art have entered this field. Zaru says that 
these newcomers have been trying to impose their taste 
in art and their own concept of shallow artistic culture 
through exhibitions. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

Like Batshon. Zaru maintains that the wave of Iraqi 
artists invading Jordan’s world of art has had its positive 
effect only at the beginning on the quality of art. 
because their presence represented a challenge to the 
Jordanian plastic art. But at a later stage, and in view of 
the flood of Iraqi artists in Jordan . especially in the past 
year, such presence was no more beneficial to the art 
world in Jordan. 

Zaru says she believes that the great number of 
galleries mushrooming in the country is an expression of 
the growing need of the local community for art work, 
noting that professional artists are on the increase 
largely due to the increase in the number of graduates of 
art schools. 

Suad Hourani, owner of the Baladna Gallery, and 
Hassan Darwish. director of the Alia Art Gallery, hold 
different views from those of Batshon and Zaru. 

i • ; - : • »- -- ■ •. 
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They believe that the increase in the number of 
galleries has contributed towards the progress of the 
plastic an movement. 

No longer are the Jordanian artists restricted to 
certain tastes. They are now able to displav different 
works of an. 

Furthermore, they say the plastic artists in the past 
two years have faced a strong competition that whetted 
their tastes and encouraged them to produce good 
quality art in form and in essence. 

The influence of Iraqi artists has not been a great one 
ro encourage the creation of Galleries and has not 
affected prices of art work and paintings. And indeed 
from the Baiadna Gallery's experiences, the Syrian 
artists' work displayed there attracted more public 
interest, Hourani and Darwish added. 

Darwish, a Jordanian artist, says the great number of 
exhibitions by Iraqi artists has led to the upgrading of 
the level of taste in the arts in general, particularly in 
view of the variety of schools of art which they 
represent. 

“ I consider their presence as a gain for the Jordanian 
art movement. " said Darwish. Noting that the Iraq art 
has deep traditions and is considered the best in the 
Arab region. 

According to Noel Favreliere. the director of the 
French Cultural Centre in Amman, the presence of a 
great number of non-Jordanian Arab art artists in 
Amman has contributed to the stimulation of the plastic 
art movement and offered hitherto un-known ideas in 
art work, exactly similar to a situation that resulted from 
the migration of world known artists like Pablo Picasso 
from Spain and the Russian artist Marc Chagal to Paris. 
These artists have brought with them new ideas in art 
which enriched the art movement in France, noted 
Favreliere. 

Another phenomenon which Favreliere referred to 
was the emergence of a new class of artists from the 
middle class including professionals and teachers and 
small businessmen. He said that this class represents the 
best group of art lovers taking the place of the very rich 
class of the 1980s. 

Owners and managers of galleries and artists are in 
agreement that tbe past few years have witnessed a 
sharp and growing interest in the purchase of works of 

\ -/.'i ; : \ g * sv" < 1 = ^ u . 


art. noting that this was partly due to the fact that the 
wealthy class in Jordan have been giving due attention 
to luxurious homes and choosing artists to carry out 
their internal designs based on imported ideas. 

Batshon says that the involvement of internal design 
and decor in the construction of modem homes has 
opened the door for the wealthy class to buy more art 
works and paintings with the view to beautifying their 
residence to give their homes a social and cultural 
character reflecting the taste of the owners. 

Artist Adnan Al Sharif of the Plastic Arts Association 
said that some galleries have been specialising in the 
display of small-size paintings . a move that enabled 
limited-income groups among the Jordanian society to 
purchase the work at reasonable prices. 

He said that indeed his three last exhibitions of small 
size paintings were among his more successful works in 
terms of sale. 

But he noted that plastic art continues to draw most of 
profits from a limited group of rich people in Jordan. 

“ One can still hear the new class of rich people 
boasting of the large sums they had paid for obtaining 
their paintings. ” according to Zaru who noted that such 
development has contributed to the development of 
plastic art. 

In order to encourage continued sale of paintings. 
Batshon suggested that gulleries come to an understand- 
ing with the artists to reduce the price of their paintings 
so that intellectuals and art lovers of various classes can 
buy them. 

Jordan still lacks proper plastic art critics, who have 
failed to appear despite the increase in the number of 
galleries and their exhibitions. 

Indeed art critics in advanced nations have helped to 
highlight art work and contributed towards raising the 
price of paintings. 

Zaru says that art criticism has failed to contribute 
towards rectifying the course of the arts movement and 
it is regrettable that ax-men now dominate the an 
movement in Jordan despite the fact that they know 
nothing about art criticism and its rules. Artists say that 
tbe country now boast 16 galleries and 60 plastic artists. 
They note that the last painting that has been displayed 
was valued at JD 60,000 and painted by an artist of 
Polish origin. 
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By Dfttfer Fauqueux 

Agence France Presse 

TOKYO -rf Young lovers in 
Japan , a country of Shinto 
andBadcpist beliefs, like to 
celebrates Christmas with a 
night Of amourous ex- 
changes 'in luxury hotels. 

• Fa t ’-tyorinp - m e n satf-‘ 
wtipxgff, 'to • p&y without^ 
partner at Chiistmas, whiffL, 
Jacks rchrious significan ce' 
here but is highly exploited 
cmrnrjerpiaBy, is a loss of 
face^and a special night to 
prepare: for months ahead. 

Tokfo's big hotels, parri- 
culady : those near Tokyo 
Bay and. the Disneyland 
them/s park 30 minutes 


Christmas in Japan — a night 
of romantic encounters 


drive, from . thq.gtX, centre , 
are booked out for the 
period from September: - 
The "lovers Christmas ” 
theme, launched five years 
ago at the height of Japans 
consumer-spending boom , 
has weathered the batter- 
ings of recession and tbe 
tendency now of Japanese 
to think twice before laying 
out cash on anything super- 
fluous. 


A young map who invites 


as 100,000 ypn ($900) on a 
hotel room , good dinner 
and a gift. 

But , according to the 
magazine Spirit, tbe " pre- 
sento ” or gift, has become 
more modest — costing 
perhaps 25,000 yen ($230) 
rather than the 48,000 yen 
($440) typical in 1991. 


juthe TpkypBfymm-.^ 

wjuch^has. catered forye^is,^ 
to you^ QiiTstmas’ lovers, -=• 
there is no evidence of re- 
cession in its premium room 
price range between 32,000 
and 44.000 yen ($290 to 
$400) a night. 

"This year, as last, our 
hotel has been fully-booked 
since September for the 
Christmas celebration, ” 
said hotel spokesman Koji 


Yamasaki. 

, i£ We haven’t suffered in 
the recession because out 
clientele is not a business 
one. Guests come here for a 
view of the bay and to be 
near Disneyland Mr. 
Yamasaki said. 

Young Japanese, most of 
whom nve with their pa- 
rents until they many, have 
to come up with pretexts for 
spending Christmas away 


from home. It would be 
unthinkable for them to de- 
dare their real intentions. 

*\ Fortunately , I always 
manage to find a friend who 
is prepared to say I spent 
the night at her place, ,f said 
Micluko , 27, who will be 
cefcbrating her third Christ- 
mas love tryst. 

For restaoranteurs, tbe 
Christmas-for-lovers is also 
a boon. They outstrip each 
other with ideas to attract 
customers with festive 
menus, often French cuisine 
with price going as high as 
35,000 yen ($320) per per- 
son, knowing that a young 
lovebird will be ready to 
impress his girl. 
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Time begins on windswept, isolated islands 
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By Michael Field 

Agence France Presse . 
WELLINGTON — When 
the' ‘hew century rolls 
around in .seven years resi- 
dents of a lonely , wind- 
swept gfoup of islands east 
of here? will see tbe new 
mihenmom 45 minutes be- 
fore < anybody else on tbe 
planet : r 

Ffrr the 750 hardy inhabi- 
tants Jdf the Chatham Is- 
lands' ihc edge is nothing 
new., Thanks to a big kink in 
tbe international dateline, 
every day, week and year 
always' dawns first in their 
skies . .. 

Three tourist accom- 
modation facilities' in the 


Cbatams' town of Waitangi . 
report interest ffom around 


the world for bookings on 
the evening of December 
31, 1999 in anticipation of 
the dawn of 2000. 

On Dec . 31. 1989 a 
Japanese television network 
set up a camera on the 
Cbathams to catch live for 
Tokyo audiences the first 
sun rays of the 1990s. Fortu- 
nately, they taped the sun- 
rise the previous day — 
because the first day of 1990 
arrived with heavy rain. 

The Chathams, 860 
kilometres (506 miles) east 
of Christchurch, are two is- 
lands — tbe bigger 
Chatham Island and the 
smaller Pitt Island — totall- 
ing 963 square kilometres 
($85 square miles). 

Their position of 176 de- 


grees west puts them on the 
wrong side of the dateline 
to New Zealand — but 
when the line was drawn it 
was kinked north of Fiji and 
does not come back into tbe 
180 degree longitude until 
south of the Chathams. 

In strict geographical 
terms Tonga, five degrees 
over 180 degrees, is closer 
.to the new day but it does 
not put its clocks forward in 
summer and stays 13 boms 
ahead of Greenwich Mean 
Time al 1 year-round. 

The Cbathams in summer 
are 13 hours 45 minutes 
ahead of GMT and as the 
New Year comes at the 
height of summer in the 
southern hemisphere, a 
Chatham islanders have al- 


ways been first. 

For the folk of tbe 
Chathams. mainly fisher- 
men. it's something of a 
joke: “ Put your watches 
ahead 45 minutes and your 
minds back 50 years." is a 
frequently-heard line. 

There are other oddities, 
as the bimonthly New Zea- 
land Geographic Journal 
notes in its latest issue: The 
Chathams have more fax 
machines per head of 
population than anywhere 
else and also have the 
world's greatest concentra- 
tion of Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles — with off- 
road tyres, of course. 

For New Zealanders, the 
‘ Chathams are a strangely 
vital if un visited part of tbe 
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national psyche. National 
weather forecasts always 
end with predictions for the 
Cbathams and, as they are 
44 degrees south , the out- 
look is usually for high 
winds and rain. 

The islands are also re- 
nowned for their bird and 
marine life — notably the 
delicate Chatham Islands 
robin that in the mid 70s 
was the world's most en- 
dangered bird. 

But as the result of an 
effort that gripped tbe 
national imagination the 
species is now thriving. 

There is also a dark, 
bloody past on the 
Chathams. tbe near total 
genocide of the indigenous 
inhabitants, the Morion. 


A Maori tribe using a brig 
from New Zealand invaded 
the islands in 1835 and kil- 
led off hundreds of Morion, 
also a Polynesian race, and 
enslaved the survivors. 

By 1889 there were only 
29 Morion left, down from 
around 2,000. New Zealand 
eulogised the "last’’ Morion 
in 1933 but there are many 
today on the Chathams who 
call themselves Morion and 
their culture is being re- 
vived. 

“ Standing alone against 
mercurial elements. " Geog- 
raphic says. "The Chatham 
Islands is the only land be- 
tween New Zealand and 
Chile. Remoteness breeds 
self-reliance and a gritty r 
comradeship. " 




v. 


Co * 5 

Catf ,e 


; < -1 • 


*l! 1 
i.-.tj ' 

'il, 

o|lV 

'..1 \( 




r* 1 ' 




By Susanbe HoeU 

Renter 

WARSAW — Nearly a 
year after Poland passed a 
strict new abortion law, 
many of the fears voiced at 
the time by liberal politi- 
cians, women's groups and 
ordin ary people have come 
true. . \ 

The Jaw, approved after 
tbe Roman Catholic Church 
backed moves to reverse 
1956 Qmnmnfct legislation, has 
driven abortion underground and 
added a dhdension to the 
country’s secret economy . 

Pro-abortion activists say 
hundreds, perhaps 
thousand $ of Polish women 

iie/i 


Strict new law drives abortion 
underground in Poland 


W'\ 


*.-• S’*-: use private agencies which 
Vrange l abortion trips 
■ ' ‘ ‘ .r.f abroad or seek help from 






doctors - at home who are 
known / S) terminate pre- 
gnancies. ' 

“Women travel to (the 
Russian region of) Kali- 
ningrad, to Slovakia, to the 
pg 1 i Netherlands or to Spain. 

■ But you can also do it in 
Poland — illegally of 
course", says Jolanta ‘Plak- 


.el 


J 


■wicz of the Polish Feminist 
Association (PSF). 

The PSF and other 
groups are fighting for a 
change in the law. saying it ■ 
is hypocritical. They sup- 
port an initiative by a group 
of women members of par- 
liament to legalise abortions 
for social reasons. 

It is an emotive issue in 
this predominantly Catholic 
country where the church 
has a big influence. 

‘•We favour a change. 
The women should have the 
right to abort here and 
now”, said Wanda 
Nowicka. president of the 
Federation for Women and 
Family Planning, an 
umbrella organisation for 
women's groups. 

The law which came into 
effect last March limits 
abortions to cases where a 


women's health or life are 
in danger, the foetus is 
damaged or a pregnancy is a 
result of rape or incest. 

Anyone breaking the law 
faces up to two years in 
prison, except for the 
woman herself who cannot 
be punished. 

Ms. Nowicka, who runs a 
hot-tine for women, says 
the new law made it difficult 
to get abortions even in 
cases permitted under the 
law. 

She recalls a woman in 
the southern Polish town of 
Krakow who became pre- 
gnant after a rape and went 
for an abortion in her local 
hospital. 

The doctors refused, 
saying they no longer car- 
ried out abortions, even 
though she had a police 
report and a doctor's certifi- 


cate. 

■* Finally she got help." 
Ms. Nowicka said without 
specifying how. 

Similar problems faced a 
40-year-old blind woman, a 
mother of two with a nearly 
blind husband, who was 
afraid of baring a handicap- 
ped child. 

Help was also hard to 
find for a 44-year-old 
woman from Warsaw who 
was afraid to have another 
child after three difficult 
births by Caesarean section. 

In private, some Polish 
gynaecologists admit they 
and their colleagues per- 
form illegal abortions often. 
But they prefer not to dis- 
cuss the subject for fear of 
ending up in prison. 

Prices for abortions range 
from seven million to 20 
million zlotys (5350 to 


$1,000), compared with the 
average monthly income of 
about four million zlotys 
(52001. A trip abroad is 
even more expensive. 

An agency in Lublin in 
eastern Poland advertised 
summer weekend trips to 
the Ukraine for eight mil- 
lion zlotys (about $400). 

Ms. Nowicka estimates 
several hundred women 
have gone abroad for abor- 
tions since the new law was 
passed. Often the husband 
or lover pays for the opera- 
tion and takes the woman to 
the hospital, but not all men 
want their child to be 
aborted. 

In mid-November a man 
alerted the police in' the 
western Polish town of Poz- 
nan, saying his girlfriend 
had just had an abortion in 
a private practice. His call 


triggered one of the first 
investigations into the illeg- 
al trade. 

Police searched the doc- 
tor's dustbins and found hu- 
man tissue. Its examination 
should tell whether the 
woman had an abortion ora ■ 
miscarriage, the Warsaw 
newspaper Zycie Warszawy 
quoted the Poznan prosecu- 
tor as saying. 

" All this is pure hypoc- 
risy. " says Barbara Labuda. 
a deputy of the Democratic 
Union — the former gov- 
ernment coalition partner 
— and a campaigner for a 
more liberal law. 

She had about 50 other 
women members of the 
Sejm . the lower house of 
parliament, have drawn up 
a bill which would allow 
abortions for social and 
psychological reasons. They 
want it discussed in parlia- 
ment. 

Ms. Labuda hopes the 
newfy-elected Sejm, which 
is now dominated by left- 
wing parlies, will change 
the current law. 


Child addicts 
on the rise in 
Bombay 


By. Madbu Nsrinan • 

Agence France Presse . 
BOMBAY — Anil Pawar 
collects trash from the 
streets of Bombay and sells 
it to scrap dealers to sup- 
port his glue-sniffing habit. 

A typical day for tbe 
scrawny 12-year-old begins 
at dawn when Anil and 
three other boys who live 
with him under a shop 
awning set out with large 
gunny sacks slung over their 
shoulders. 

The boys spend the 
morning scrounging^ for 
metal, paper and plastic in a 
several block area they 
jealously guard as their 
"territory". 

By noon, tbe tired and 
grimy boys call it a day and 
return to their patch of 
pavement in tardeo, south 
Bombay. 

They sort through their 
collection and sell it to a 
nearby scrap merchant. 

On a good day. Anil 
pockets as much as 80 
rupees, nearly $30. 

He and his mates gobble 
down a meal of flat bread 
and curry and head for the 
store, where each boy pays 
10 rupees ($33 cents) for a 
SfTgram tin of glue. 

Their next stop is an 
abandoned bus station 
where the boys huddle- 
together over their precious 
pots of glue. 

"I sniff tbe glue until 
evening or late at night," 
said Anil. "It makes me feel 
good. St is better and cheap- 
er than brown sugar (crude 
heroin). ” 

Anil and the other boys- 
are among tbe estimated 
3,000 child addicts living on 
the streets of Bombay, Indi- 
a's financial capital. 

“This is the highest num- 
ber in the country, ” said 
Dr. Yusuf Merchant of the 
Drug Abuse Information, 
Rehabilitation and Re- 
search Centre (DAIRRC). 

" There were virtually none 
a year ago. ” 

Dr. Merchant said glue, 
cough syrup and sleeping 
tablets were other subst- 
ances used by pre-teenage 
children looking for a cheap 
high. Petrol-smfGng was 
also on the rise, he said. 

"Addicts dip a piece of 
cloth into the petrol and 
sniff it for the kick : An 
excess causes diarrhoea, 
loss of appetite and the 
child wastes away to 
death , " he said. 

DAIRRC recently did a 


survey of abusers of no/f-* 
. narcotic drugs in this city of 
12 million for the Home- 
Department of Maharashf 
era state, of which Bombay ‘ 
is tbe capital. • ’ 

Tbe centre estimated that, 
there were at least 24,000 
cough syrup addicts of all. 
ages in Bombay, 17,000 
sleeping tablet abusers and 
600 petrol-sniffers in addi- 
tion to glue-sniffers and he- 
roin addicts. 

Glue-and petrol-sniffing 
were tbe most prevalent 
among pavement dwellers, - 
Dr. Merchant said/- 
" although even on the, 
pavement you can find ab- 
out 10,000 heroin addicts. 

Dr. Merchant said the 
prohibitive cost of heroin: 
and other narcotics and, 
tough anti-drug laws were , 
pushing pavement addicts 
to other, cheaper subst- 
ances. 

"There are no laws 
against glue or petrol snif- 
fing, ” he added. ‘But you 
land in jaO if you are caught 
with brown sugar.*’ 

“The kids are now scared 
of smack, ” he said, “and 
much of the heroin found 
on the streets here is of very 
low quality. 

"Glue, on the other 
band, is easily available , a 
can costs 10 rupees. AO you 
have to do is lift tbe lid 
slightly and sniff tbe 
fumes. " 

Dr. Merchant said chit-, 
dren usually begin with one - 
can of glue a day and con- 
tinue at that level bar about’ 
three months. 

They are up to three cans- 
a day in less than a year, he 
said, and “by this time the . 
child's immunity has fallen 
sharply because the nutri- 
tion level is very low arid' 
they fall prey to a bast of. 
illnesses. 

Dr. Merchant said most' 
trash-recycling pavement 
children are booked on 
some substance by the age 
of 10. 

“ Most of them have been 
lured by the bright lights of 
Bombay or are from prob - ' 
fern homes,'* he said. . 
“ Drugs are the easiest 
escape from the harsh teal - . 
ity of pavement life." 

He said most of the child * 
addicts were boys. "But 
there is a growing number 
of girls, almost an of them 
former child prostitutes ' 
who were thrown out on the 
street when they were no 
longer useful.” 
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The perfect Arabic 


By Jean^Ctaude Ettas 


The modem computer was developed in the United 
States and Great Britain. Its “mother tongue ” was 
therefore English. When the whole world started using 
computers , it became necessary to give the machines the 
possibility to process all national languages. 

Those using Latin characters do not present any 
difficulty. They have the same characters set and are 
written in the same direction, that is from left to right. 
Implementing different characters and writing orienta- 
tions was more difficult and presented the specialists 
with a new challenge. Arabic for instance, took a 
relatively long time to be well integrated in the world of 
data processing. 

Arabic became available in the mid-seventies on large 
systems, and in the early eighties on personal computer 
(PC). The first implementations however did not satisfy 
the users. Using Arabic on early PCs meant accepting 


chip talk 



lent Arabic baa been arouna tor a long tune. 

By the late eighties , most problems had been solved , 
Arabic on computers was running well and became 
available to all user . s whether of main frames or PCs. 

Once the experts had mastered the art, the users 
asked for more. Good handling of Arabic was not 
enough . Bilingual , mainly Arabic-Englisb, processing 


became in hig h demand. Being able to write English text 
with Arabic words insetted in them, and vice versa , was 
a feature that most users wanted. The additional 
technical diffi culty did not scare the specialists and 
bili ngual processing is now a common feature in most 
software. 

If Arabic is now nearly perfect in the processing of 
plain data , it still leaves the purists of Arabic calligraphy 
thirsty. For unless one uses an advanced word proces- 
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sing programme and the best laser printer, the quality of 
the printout does not satisfy all. For the most deman- 


t, even the “Arabic Word for Windows” programme 
a laser printer do not always produce the result they 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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Mohammad A. Shnqair 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


STRANGE BUT TRUE 


ft The oldest pharmacy in Europe is still in the use 
today in Dubrovnik. Yugoslavia, which opened in 
1317. They also opened an Old People's Home in 
1347. and a medical service in 1301. 


ft Milan cathedral took 579 years to build and seats a 
congregation of 40,000. 


it The archer fish can bit an insect up to 122 cm away 
with drops of water squirted from its mouth. 


ft It takes 5 tonnes of rock to produce a piece of gold 
the size of a trouser button. 


ft In most Dutch cities you can see herring stalls. The 
Dutch love to eat them there on the streets. 


ft Natives of New Guinea often smoke their home- 
math cigarettes from the side. 


ft it & ft ft 


SAY ST SN ARABIC 


AT THE HOTEL 


Which is the best hotel you recommend? 

Ma beya absan al-fanadiq allati toosi biha? 
I prefer Jordan/Regency/Mariotte hotel. 

Ofoddil fondok al-Ordon/Regency/Mariotte. 
Is the service good there? 

Hal al-khidma mumtaza bouak? 
Yes , and the rates are exceptionally moderate. 

Na*am wal-asaar bisifa kbassa mu'tadila. 
Then , I must make the reservation beforehand. 

Ezan, yajib an ahjiz mnkaddaman. 
JTf stay a coup/e of days at least. 

Sawfa okeem yawmain ata akal. 
You 're welcome . sir. Marbaban beka ya sayyedi. 


ft ft ft fr ft 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


JEWELS: To dream of jewellery of any kind is always a 
bad sign: love troubles or business dangers. 

JOLLITY: To dream of jollity and fun by night is good 
for those about to marry ; to the poor a sign 
of good; to the rich a sign of trouble and 
Joss. 

JOURNEY:, (Making one) Peace and contentment at 


JUDGE: A bad dream: Beware of slander and malice. 

JUG: (Drinking from one) Robust health and whole- 
some pleasures. 

JUMP: To dream of jumping is unpropitious, foretell- 
ing obstacles that prevent fulfilment of a desire. 


ft ft ft ft it 


HOROSCOPIC CHART 


Here are the birth dates and characteristics of persons 
bom between the dates mentioned. Since astrology is 
not infallible, do not take all these characteristics too 

seriously. 


WHEN WERE YOU BORN? 
Dec. 22nd to Jan . 20th 


People bom during this period have considerable 
mental ability and a keen business instinct. They are 
fond of the imaginative arts. They are proud: they like 
their own way and they see that they get it. Generally 
speaking , they are better fitted to lead than to follow 
others. 


However, they do not take kindly to changes of any 
kind, and are annoyed by new-fangled ideas. They do 
not want the advice of other people and often resent it. 
They do not strike out in new directions and they avoid 
taking risks. They lack “push”. 

To these people we say: 

Don't wait for opportunities-make them. 

Don't let your pride persuade you to keep on the 
wrong road rather than turn back . 



Don V be afraid of admitting and correcting a mistake. 

Don't run away from trouble: Meet it with a bold 
front. 


HUMOUR 


• CLIENT: “I want the owner of the restaurant to 
complain to him about the bad food served here? 
Where's he?” 


WAITER: “ He's having his supper in the nearby 
restaurant . " 


ft fr fr fr 


• FATHER: “How. could it be you are in the sixth 
grade and still don't know who George Washington 


SON: “ Maybe he was one of the fifth grade stu- 
dents. ” 


■A- fr fr fr -fr 


UNCLE: “ Why did you fail the history exam? 

NEPHEW: “Because they asked me about things 
that happened before my birth thousands of years 
ago. How then could I get to know them?” 




• POLICEMAN: “Did you steal the car?” 

THIEF: “Never, never, you can search me, sir.” 


fr fr fr fr fr 


A Jew bad taken bis son into business and one day said: 
“Well, my boy , I’ve made a will and left everything to 
you.” 

“Now, that's very good of you, father, ” replied the son, 
“ but didn't it cost a lot for the lawyer and the fees?” 


if fr fr fr & 


PUZZLES 


Carefully examine the diagram hereunder. 

Try to count the number of oblongs included in it. 
How many are they? 



Thoughts for this week 


In a time of war... the task of news-writers is easy: they 
have nothing to do but to tell that the battle is expected, 
and afterwards that a battle has been fought, in which 
we and our friends, whether conquering or conquered, 
did all. and our enemies did nothing — Samuel Johnson. 
English critic (17098-1784). 


Education is a private matter between the person and 
the world of knowledge and experience, and has little to 
do with school or college — Lillian Smith , American 
writer and social critic (1897-1966). 


Rewards and punishments are the lowest form of 
education — Cbung-Tzu , Chinese philosopher (C. 369 
Jf.L.-L. 286 B.C.) 


Take these broken wings 


By E- Yagbi 


While Westerners rushed out into winter snows to 
purchase pine trees for the Christinas season, a gray- 
haired woman wearing a yellowish white head-covering 
and a faded, tattered , black thobe, gently placed a 


wreath of scarlet pqinsettias on a grave that occupied a 
quiet comer of their few acres of land north of the hills 

‘Ml/a livroW I i>«v iritnrr tho 


of Betbleham. “We lived through six years of the 
intifada and now when we thought we'd finally taste 


freedom for the first time , you were shot down by a 

v i * ..mu. _ir i 


Jewish adolescent settler. It's all so useless, so point- 
less. " She wailed to the newly turned mound of dark 


Jess. ” She wailed to the newly turned mound of dark 
dirt. 

It was only such a short while ago that her husband 
Abu Khalil lived, plowed and worked on the land that 


he loved, she thought. She sat down near his grave as 
the bells of the little town of Betbleham, the birthplace 


the bells of the little town of Betbleham, the birthplace 
of Christ, softly chimed in the distance, in celebration of 
Christmas Day. She grabbed the edge ofhershash and 
rubbed away the tears that dripped down her face and 
spattered onto the fresh grave other once sole supporter 
in the harsh existence the occupation forced on all and 
spoke in a voice choked with emotion: u A few weeks 
ago, I brought for you your lunch while you worked in 
the field and called you saying, 'Come Abu Khalil, take 
a break from your work and relax for a while. 1 have 
some fresh bread which tastes delicious with this 
morning’s butter and homegrown honey'. ” 


She remembered how he threw down bis hoe and 
walked over to where she had spread the lunch out on a 
blanket over the good coffee coloured earth which her 
husband inherited from his father and his grandfather 
before him. Crystals of sweat ran down his rosy slightly 
wrinkled face. He reached in bis jacket pocket and 
wived away the beads of perspiration with a blue cotton 


of heaven. You sure know bow to gratify a man's 
stomach! Pour me some tea, will you please?” 

They had laughed together beneath the graying sky 
and hardly noticed the chill wind which blew towards 
them from the silent town of Bethleham as if issuing a 
warning of an ominous omen. She bad scolded her 
spouse in a gentle voice. “You work too hard my 
husband. Leave some for tomorrow. You're not as 
young as you used to be. At our age. it is better to take 
care of our health for it is the best weapon we have 
against the ill fortunes of life. ” 

“You know me, my dear. I hate to be idle, for 
idleness is the begetter of senility. As long as I can keep 
these old rheumatic joints working and moving then I 
might ensure being able to get myself up the next 
morning but if I spend the remainder of my days flat on 


my back, then I will age much faster and even my mmd 
whl begin to deteriorate. My wings might be broken, but 
I can still try and some day you and / will learn to lly 
again and will hear voices sing of freedom tor our 
country. There will come a dine when guns must turn 
into ploughshares and hate into tolerance If we are 
lucky, we will live to see such a brave day when that war 
monster dragon with his red glaring eyes wilt be slam 
and his fire breathing breath will no more scorch the 
hearts of innocent people. Thank you lor your lunch, 
your effort and your time , Im Khalil but you have kept 
•me too long away from my chores. I want to finish 

before dusk.” ■ , ■ 

She watched as he slowly got up and returned to his 
hoeing. She picked up the remnants of their meal and 
turned once more to observe her husband. He had 
deserted his digging and had climbed up on his small 
borrowed tractor when she heard a shot whine like a 
banshee through the peach trees and suddenly Abu 
Khalil slumpedover the steering wheel. She ran ro him 
as fast as she could and climbed up on the wheel and 
pulled on his shoulders and screamed: “No? It can 't be!” 
She felt something warm trickle over her hand and 
horrified, she withdrew it and stared down at a gaping 
bole in her husband's back. She struggled with his 
stiffening body and half-carried, half dragged him off 
the tractor and laid him on the dark ground. For a 
moment be opened his eyes and said with a gasping 
sound that rattled like death: “Take these broken wings, 
fin Khalil and learn to By where the song of freedom is 
sung. I have now seen the great monster death which I 
always feared and know him to bp only death , nothing 
more. ” \ 

And she remembered bow witnesses informed her 
that a Jewish teenager was seen running from the scene 
of his crime, carrying a shotgun. Bhf oh, he had taken 
away in one instant her greatest treasure in life . her 
husband who had never harmed anyone. Another victim 
of the flood of hate that envelops thy citizens of the 
Holy Land. As she sat mourning her Ate as well as the 
death of Abu Khalil in the comer ofhe\ land beside his 
grave, Christmas shoppers in Western countries bustled 
to and from over gbstening snow to the\tune of piped 
Christmas carols with red and green ribboned presents 
bundled under their arms to place under tinsled pine 
trees in the spirit of peace ana goodwill to mankind as 
far over the ocean of tears, agony and pain . \nothcrs and 
wives like Im Khalil wondered if there everwould be a 
day when comprehensive and just peace could reign the 
land. She spoke to the mound of still silent earth: “ Yes 
from dirt we came and to dirt we return. Yoh gave me 


your broken wings, Abu Khalil, but you foigolto teach 
me how to fiy. My greatest wish is to now join you 
where you lie, for aJJ my hopes are buried with y\u and J 
have nothing left to live for. ” * \ 




JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, Dec. 23 10:00 News In English 


8 JO Family Matters 


10:20 Feature Film — Call 
Of The Wild 


The Big Fix 


Steve is more than willing to 
help Eddie in his mid-year 
exams, only if Eddie prom- 
ises to fix him up with a girl. 


Starring: Rick Schroder 
and Richard Newman 


9:10 Reasonable Doubts 


10:00 News In English 


The movie recalls the 
adventures of a young man 
who moves north to Alaska, 
in search for gold; other 
gold-diggers were his ene- 
mies. His dog was his 
friend. 


10:20 Feature Film — Fight- 
er For Hire 


Sumlay, Dec 26 



Starring: Michael Beck and 
Nancy Kwan 


8 JO You Bet Your Life 


Gloria Estcfan in concert Monday at 9:10 

Monday, Dec. 27 her mother live a ha, 


An expert in the martial 
aits is hired by the Amer- 
ican government to work on 
the release of American sci- 
entists held hostage. 


Our weekly date with enter- 
tainment. Bill Cosby, the 
host, gives away the grand 
prize of $10,000 to the win- 
ning contestants. 


her mother live a hard life. 
But. things change for the 
better. 


8 JO Delta 


10:00 News In English 


Friday, Dec. 24 


9:10 Thirtysomething 


A Christmas Tale 


10:20 Feature Film — The 
Wilderness Family 


Melissa & Men 


8:30 E.N.G. 


Acid Test 


9:10 Faces And Places 


Melissa's successful photo- 
graphic exhibition is over- 
shadowed by her depression 
over lost and failed rela- 
tionships with men. 


Delta's Christmas present to 
her boss, Darden, is to bring 
bade to him his drunken and 

failed daughter. 


9:10 Gloria Esteban In Con- 
cert 


The Robinsons move. away 
from city life and decide to 
live in the country. They 
find that the country is 
more than what they ex- 
pected. 


10:00 News In English 10:00 News In English 10:00 English Wednesday, Dec. 29 


10:20 The Alien Years 


11:10 Are Yon Being Served 


10:20 The Men Who Killed 
Kennedy 


10:20 The International 

Magic Awards 8:30 Too Close For Comfort 


Saturday, Dec 25 


Trie Witnesses 


8:30 The FaneUi Boys 


There's too much argu- 
ments and fights among the 
boys; Unde Angelo sug- 
gests the boys go and see a 
shrink. 


Thirty years after the Ken- 
nedy assassination, those 
eyewitnesses, close to the 
killing suffer their own 
haunting images from that 
dreadful day. 


From the magical dty of 
Hollywood, Universal Stu- 
dios present The Interna- 
tional Awards Festival, in 
honour of the best ten magi- 
cians in the world, each in 
his spedalised category. 


The Cosmic Cow vs The 

Oval Office 


Tuesday, Due. 28 


Henry has angered the Oval 
Office with an insult that 
appeared in his latest edi- 
tion of The Cosmic Cow. 
He's been asked to apolo- 
gise. or get fired. 


11:10 The Golden Palace 


9m Da Beat's On 


Muhannad Al Jazireh 
brings you the latest pop 
songs from the charts in 
America and Europe. 


Its Beginning To Look A Lot 
Less Like Christmas 


8:30 Night Court 


9:10 Documentary 
lOrilO News In English 


9 JO Perspectives 


Our weekly talk show, with 
host Mureed Hammad 


A group of newly-divorced 
and depressed people make 
reservations to stay at the 
Golden Palace on one con- 
dition: That no signs of 
Christmas Eve celebrations 
be present. Bur the occa- 
sion proves too holy and 
grand to be missed. 


New Year's Eve is nothing 
special for the family of 
Night Court. But it turns 
out to be an exciting even- 
ing for them. 


10:20 Till Murder Do Us 
Part 


Starring: Merdith Baxter 
and Steven Collins 


9:10 Act Of W01 


It is a story of “giving and 
sacrifice”. A daughter and 


A hysterical wife resorts to 
a double murder as the 
price for a marriage that 
was broken after sixteen 
years. 


\ , ■G'5^ 


im 






Arts S’ Fashion 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23-24, 1993 



is 




New westerns: Politically correct, accurate 
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By Francois Robert 
Agence France Presse 

LOS ANGELES — Holly- 
wood producers are prepar- 
ing an onslaught of new- 
aenre western films that 
meet the criteria of being 
politically correct and more 
mistoricaJIy accurate than 
their counterparts of past 
years. 

The new wave is promp- 
ted in part by the box office 
and Academy Awards suc- 
cess of Kevin Costner's- 
Dances With Wolves in 
1990 and last year's Unfor- 
siven directed bv and star- 


ring Clint Eastwood. 

One of the first in the 
series. Geronimo , directed 
by Walter Hill, includes na- 
tive American Wes Studi in 
the title role — although he 
is a Cherokee . nor Apache 
like Geronimo — and 200 

other Indian actors. 

The other Indians are 
largely Mescaleros , since 
there are few Chiricahua 
Apaches living. As in 
Dances With Wolves, the 
actors speak in their native 
tongue, with subtitles used 
for viewers, 

“We want to do away 
with misconceptions, talk to 


people about the truth of 
American Indian people 
and their history', "said Son- 
ny Sky hawk, a native 
American consultant for 
Geronimo. which is now 
showing in U.S. cinemas. 

Two classic-style shoot 
’em up westerns due out 
soon are based on the life of 
the legendary lawman 
Wyatt Earp. 

George Cosm a tos ’ 
Tombstone, due for U.S. 
release this month . with 
Kurt Russell in the role of 
Earp. contains the standard 
wesrem fare of showdowns 
between the bad guys and 


good guys . 

Wyatt Earp. by Lawrence 
Kasdan, with Kevin Cost- 
ner in the title role . is sche- 
duled for released next July 
in the United States. 

Other films under pro- 
duction take a new look at 
the role of women in the 
American west frontier, in- 
cluding Sam Raimi’s The 
Quick And The Dead, with 
Sharon Stone starring as a 
woman seeking to avenge 
the killins: of her family. 

Bad Girls, directed by 
Jonathan Kaplan, features 
Drew Barrymore, 
Madeleine Stowe and 


Andie McDowell in a film 
about prostitutes who leave 
Colorado to start a new life 
in Texas. 

Additionally. Hollywood 
is working on productions 
of Even Cowgirls Get The 
Blues. Lightning Jack, and 
a film inspired by an old TV 
series. Maverick, starring 
Mel Gibson. 

Television is not being 
left out. The Cable Turner 
Network Television, which 
recently aired its own ver- 
sion of Geronimo, is pre- 
paring a 20-episode series 
on American Indian his- 
tory. 




Fathers of ‘tropicalia’ still in vanguard 
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By Gary Ricbman 

The Associated Press 
RJO DE JANEIRO — 
?! Twenty-six years ago , two 
rising young musicians 
mixed Brazil's Jilting 
rhythms with rock ‘n’ roll, 
added poetic lyrics with an 
attitude and made history. 

“ Tropicalia ” became a 
benchmark in Brazilian pop 
music. It launched a style of 
music — "tropicalismo” — 
and propelled its creators, 
Caetano Veloso and Gilber- 
to Gil , to international star- 
dom and into exile by a 
right-wing military regime. 

Now, the two have 
teamed up again for a com- 
memorative recording cal- 
led — what else? — Tropi- 
calia 2 and , once again , 
Ahey've taken the music 
\orId by storm. 

Tropicalia 2 sold out its 
tirst pressing of 60.000 
copies in just two weeks, a 
huge success by local stan- 
dards and a boon for Bra- 
zil's recession-struck re- 
cording industry. 

“The record of the year , ” 
Tarik De Souza , perhaps 
Brazil's most respected 
music critic, wrote of .the 
album. "It was the dynamic 
duo’s way of celebrating- 


one revolution by creating 
another. ” 

In the politically charged 
lead song Haiti, Gil and 
Veloso paint a brutal por- 
trait of racism and police 
brutality over a pulsing rap 
rhythm. 

“No one is a citizen, ” the 
lyrics throb. "Think of 
Haiti, pray for Haiti, Haiti 
is here. ” Then, a contradic- 
tion offering redemption: 
"Haiti is not here." 

Rap and African rhythms 
are present again in a stir- 
ring cover of the Jimi Hen- 
drix classic Wait Until 
Tomorrow. 

Percussion is a show 
apart in Tropicalia 2. The 
drum corps is commanded 
by dred-locked wild man 
Carlinbos Brown, whose 
uniqi 
is an 

sion bands of Salvador, the 
capital of Afro-Brazilian 
culture on the north east 
coast. 

" Gil and / represent 
Afro-Brazilians, ” Veloso, 
who is a Mulatto, said 
proudly. "And in Brazil the 
mixture of all races has a 
depth found nowhere else 
in the world." 

African-rooted mysticism 


unique "Timbalada” sound 
awn from the percus- 


is a strong influence in their 
music. Many songs are 
driven by the pulsing drums 
of candomble religious rites 
and include references to 
the " Orixas , " the pantheon 
of African deities. 

Gil, who is black, also 
borrows heavily from Nige- 
rian juju and Jamaican 
reggae. 

“ Gil and Caetano 
are... bringing the future 
into the present,” popular 
singer Elba Ramalho said in 
an interview. “ They are our 
musical mentors, always 
pointing to new directions. ” 

Ney Matogrosso, another 
popular singer, called the 
pair “ the great alchemists of 
national thought, the artists 
who most influenced the 
behaviour of the country, 
that affected the Brazilian 
mentality. " 

In an industry dominated 
by American record labels, 
Gil and Caetano have re- 
mainded in the vanguard. 
Their songs compete on the 
charts with the heavily 
publicised singles from 
Madonna and Michael 
Jackson . 

At a show this fall to kick 
off Tropicalia 2 thousands 
of teenagers packed Rio's 


downtown Sambadrome 
Parade Grounds and sang 
along with the pair's old hits 
written before many of the 
listeners were bom. 

“ Gil and Caetano are to 
Brazil what Bob Dylan is to 
the United States and the 
Beatles are to England,” 
said concert-goer Gustavo 
Barbosa, 43. "They brought 
us into contact with the new 
youth counterculture in 
North America and 
Europe. ” 

Tropicalia was the music- 
al expression of an artistic 
new wave in South Amer- 
ica’s largest nation. It also 
expressed the rebellion of a 
generation bridling under 
the censorship imposed by 
the generals who seized 
power in 1964. 

"The bossa nova bad 
already been taken to the 
maximum state of perfec- 
tion in the ‘60s by Joao 
Giiberto and Tom Jobim,” 
Veloso said in an interview. 
“We had to innovate to 
keep busy.” 

"Caetano and I decided 
that ‘rockifying’ music here 
would be a good thing to 
do” Gil added. 

The two exude an infec- 
tious good hujnqur and^ 


bubbling energy. Only their 
hair, now going to gray, and 
deeper wrinkles are remin- 
ders that these gentlemen 
are 51. 

Veloso recalled the 
furour that followed the re- 
lease of tropicalia. He and 
Gil were jailed and Bed into 
exile from 1969 to 1972. 

*7 knew something was 
up when police told me to 
bring a toothbrush.” he 
laughed. 

In London, the two con- 
tinued their musical experi- 
mentation. They wove the 
rhythmic , upbeat rhythms 
from their native Salvador 
with the music industry’s 
new technological adv- 
ances. 

They returned home in 
1972 and teamed up with 
Veloso’s sister , Maria 
Bethania , and young Gal 
Costa, who went on to be- 
come top billed stars in 
their own right. The result 
was the Doces Barbaros — 
Portuguese for sweet 
Barbarians 7 — and another 
huge success. 

However, Brazilian lef- 
tists complained that the 
feel-good music of Gil and 
Veloso was alienated and 
politically irrelevant. 
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By Clare Pedrick 

MILAN, Italy — For any- 
one who has ever spent 
hard-earned savings on a 
drf>: covered 18th century inlaid 
.table, only to get home and 
•5- discover that this purchase 
is a worthless reproduction, 
help is now at hand. Ger- 
man-born art lover and 
physicist Goffredo Matth- 
", 1 aes, a man who had bad his 
own share of unpleasant 
surprises, has opened the 
world’s first museum dedi- 
• cafed to exposing the tricks 
• r of the art forgery business, 
and to protecting the un- 
wary public. 

In a splendid palazzo in 
the lee of Milan’s Sforzesco 
-. Castle, where Leonardo Da 
Vinci was a frequent visitor. 
Dr. Matthaes has stocked . 
A2 rooms with treasures 
.1 Yrom his own rich private 
collection, and peppered 
\ them with the odd fake to 
help visitors bone their 
skills of detection. Would - 
' - be purchasers unable to 
travel to the museum in 
person can send for step-by- 
step manuals prepared by 
the doctor, which explain 




, *6 


the most common pitfalls in 
buying objects of value. 
v .. from antique furniture to 
* 1 Greek vases, and from old 
pistols to. African masks. 

"The idea of this museum 
is to help people learn how 
to distinguish the genuine 
janicle from the fake,” said 
1 • *!Dr. Matthaes, who has 
lived in Italy for 30 years. 

• most of them spent resear- 
, 'diing new techniques to 
' <■ combat the forgers. 
" Thousands of people live 
off counterfeiting works of 
art. Sixty per cent of every- 
thing people buy in the way 
h of art is fake. In certain 
|V sectors, that figure rises as 
(. high as 90 or even 98 per 
■ l cent." 

EspedallyJtigh-risk areas 
include glass, pottery , old 
prints and antique fumi- 
fure. According to Dr. 
Matthaes, 75 per cent of all 
furniture sola as antique is 
’ .fothingxif the sort. Often, 

■ . the forgers: are so skilful 
.. that even the dealers are 


taken in. "Most antique 
dealers act in good faith,” 
he said. "They buy things 
without knowing they are 
false and they sell them 
without knowing it either. ” 
Small comfort for the 
buyer who spends his cash 
on the Louis XIV chaise 
longue , only to find it was 
made in some Rome back 
street less than half a de- 
cade ago. Italy is the head- 
quarters of the counterfeit- 
ing business. Said Dr. 
Matthaes : “ That is partly 
because it has the largest 
concentration of art work in 
Europe and the second 
latest in the world after 
China. But it's also because 
it still has a great many 
small workshops , producing 
art and craft items in va- 
rious forms.” 

Most of the forgeries end 
up being exported, often to 
Britain, France, Switzer- 
land and the U.S. “ Pottery 
purportedly taken from 
archeological sites goes 
mainly to the U.S. and 
Switzerland , ” said Dr. 
Matthaes. "If you meet 
someone in either of those 
countries who has what be 
says is an Etruscan vase 
sitting on his mantelpiece, 
it's almost 100 per cent cer- 
tain it’s a fake. The U.S. is 
especially full of pre-Col- 
ombian, Chinese and Egyp- 
tian pottery. Almost none 
of it authentic. ” 

Dr. Matthaes , 65. de- 
rided to open the museum 
after learning the hard way 
how easy it is to be taken in 
bv crooks. Bom in the city 
of Dresden, into a family 
with a long history of study- 
ing and collecting art. he 
inherited his aunt and un- 
cle's impressive collection 
of treasures, assembled 
over a lifetime. "There 
were some notable gaps in 
the collection, so I derided 
to till them in by buying 
things myself , " he said. He 
was in his mid-thirties, and 
fairly naive. '7 made a 
series of bad buys . purchas- 
ing fakes without knowing 
it, ’’ be said. “/ was so dis- 
appointed, I was deter- 
mined to get my revenge . so 


I derided io put my experi- 
ence as a physicist at the 
service of art , and to learn 
how to distinguish the real 
Grom the fake using sci- 
ence. ” 

His first forays took him 
to the research laboratories 
of several major European 
universities , where his sci- 
entific background helped 
him gain access. There he 
learned bow to test artifacts 
using techniques such as 
carbon-dating and chemical 
analysis. But the more he 
delved, the more he became 
convinced there was room 
for developing methods 
more easily available to the 
general public. He began to 
do his own research. And 
gradually the idea of the 
Milan project started to 
take shape. 

There are no glass in this 
museum, even though some 
of the pieces on display are 
worth a small fortune. 
Guided by staff, visitors are 
encouraged to use micro- 
scopes and magnifying 
lenses, and to touch, feel 
and even smell the objects 
they are examining. Clear, 
precise instructions, written 
in several languages, ex- 
plain the tell-tale signs to 
look for. The tour of the 
museum becomes a kind of 
game, with visitors putting 
their new-found knowledge 
to the test as they do the 
circuit. “ The idea of this 
museum is that it should be 
accessible to the ordinary 
buyer, so we have tried to 
make the information sim- 
ple and easily understand- 
able so that within as little 
as a quarter of an hour, they 
are able to put it into prac- 
tice,” said Dr. Matthaes. 

Antique furniture, paint- 
ings. jewelry, silver, cera- 
mics, clocks and firearms 
are all covered in detail. 
There is a major sector on 
African art — of which an 
estimated 95 per cent sold 
on the open market is fake 
— and another on Buddhist 
art. 

In almost all cases, the 
rules for telling a fyke from 
the real thing are surprising- 
ly simple. “ A lot of it is 


plain common sense. It is 
aiso sensitivity that enables 
you to establish the authen- 
ticity of an object.” the 
doctor said. "You only have 
to take an object in your 
hand and touch it ana ex- 
amine it. Only exceptional 
cases require scientific ex- 
amination. ” 

For amateur hunters of 
antique furniture, the key 
pointer is woodworm. Be- 
ware of any piece where the 
holes made by the wood- 
worm are regularly distri- 
buted over its surface — it’s 
almost sure to be a fake. 

“ The woodworm is intelli- 
gent , so it tends to go where 
there is a lot to eat, ” said 
the doctor. "In a. piece of 
furniture, statue or other 
ornament, that means 
where the wood is thick- 
est. ” He points to a pair of 
tall wooden 19th century 
church candlesticks. The 
base, where they bulge out, 
is riddled with small holes. 
Higher up, the narrow neck 
is almost untouched. These 
pieces are genuine. "If a 
wooden object is uniformly 
dotted with wood worm... It 
means someone has thrown 
the piece ■ of wood into a bag 
of woodworm to give it the 
' appearance of being aged. 
In such cases, the wood- 
worm attacks the wood in- 
discriminately. ” 

Earthenware pottery, be 
it Roman or pre-Col- 
ombian, can be tested with 
the most basic of methods, 
by wetting one's finger with 
saliva, rubbing it on the 
pottery surface, and sniffing 
hard. "If an object has been 
in the earth for 2,000 years 
the pottery will have 
absorbed the smell of the 
soil,” said Dr. Matthaes, 
dabbing a wet finger on a 
piece of genuine Egyptian 
pottery and unleashing 
strong smell of earth. On 
the doctor’s desk is an ex- 
quisite sculpture, apparent- 
ly Etruscan . but when it is 
rubbed with a wetted finger 
there is no smell. “ It's a 
fake, ” he said, smiling. “A 
very good one. but a fake 
all' the same.” 

Icons , currently being 


sent over in their thousands 
from parts of Eastern 
Europe, have a high risk 
factor. "The Eastern Euro- 
peans have immediately 
worked out how to make 
very convincing counter- 
feits, especially in Poland, ” 
said Dr. Matthaes. A sim- 
ple rule should help any 
prospective buyer tell 
whether or not he is being 
offered the genuine article. 
Icons are traditionally 
painted by nuns and monks. 
"They use 9 layers of paint, 
each of which has a spiritual 
significance — black is for 
bell and white is divine. So 
if the icons are not raised 
off the surface of the paint- 
ing. they are false. ” 

If you want to be sure 
that print you are being 
offered at an antiques mar- 
ket is really as old as the 
stallholder says , try holding 
it up to the light. The filig- 
ree effect of band-made 
paper is the thing to look 
for here. If yours has it, the 
chances are you are looking 
at the real thing. "A print 
on hand-made - paper is 
almost always old,” said 
Dr. Matthaes. "If it doesn't 
have this effect, it is de- 
finitely not older than the 
end of the last century, 
when paper began to be 
produced industrially. ” 
Prints torn from books are 
another good sign. "That's 
because faking an entire 
book is far more expensive 
and difficult than faking a 
single print.” 

Painted porcelain and 
antique glass are difficult 
areas. Said Dr. Matthaes: 
"There are thousands and 
thousands of Galle pieces of 
glass in circulation, but 
ahqosi all of them are false. 
There is no scientific way of 
proving whether they were 
made yesterday or SO years 
ago. ” 

But amber — one of the 
most copied stones in the 
jewelry business — is a 
synhe. Plunge a heated nee- 
dle into the amber where it 
will not show and sniff the 
smell that is released. If it is 
an odor of woody resin, you 
are on the right fraefc. This 


American artist 
honoured at Russia’s 
Hermitage Museum 


By Susan Gallagher 

The Associated Press 

HELENA. Mont. — For 
sculptor Tim Holmes, rec- 
ognition came thousands of 
miles from his Montana 
home, at an acclaimed 
museum known for its col- 
lections of art by Rem- 
brandt, Michelangelo and 
other masters. 

After years of hearing his 
metal work wasn’t good 
enough for the major 
museums of the United 
States, Holmes has drawn 
raves for his show at the 
Hermitage Museum in St. 
Petersburg. Russia. He is 
the first contemporary 
American sculptor to oe 
honoured with a solo ex- 
hibit there. 

"Sculptures by Tim 
Holmes deserve being dis- 
played in the best museums 
of the world, ” Mikhail Piot- 
rovsky. director of the Her- 
mitage. told a St. Peters- 
burg newspaper. 

Holmes, just back from 
several weeks in Russia, 
said be was overwhelmed 
by the public response to his 
show, and to art in general. 
Even a man he remembers 
as “a dobeiman of a cus- 
toms inspector” shyly asked 
for Holmes' autograph on a 
catalogue for theHermitage 
exhibit. 

The 38-year-old sculptor, 
whose artistic form is simi- 
lar to Rodin’s, works in a 
sunny studio a few blocks 
from the Montana capital. 
The international attention 
he's receiving is a big break 
in a career that dates to bis 
childhood. 

Holmes said he's had a 
lot of "hit and miss ” shows 
in the United States, and a 
few exhibits at such places 
as the Paul Mellon Arts 


Centre in Connecticut. But 
be hasn't really unlocked 
the secure gates of Amer- 
ica’s major museums. 

“ Americans respond 
more to fame than they do 
to quality,” Holmes said. 
The month-long Russian 
show that ran through Dec. 
5 provided a measure of 
fame that be hopes will re- 
move some barriers. 

About 35 Holmes works 
were on display. Three will 
remain in the permanent 
collection of the Hermitage. 

Holmes' pieces now sell 
for a few thousand dollars 
to $10,000. and he supports 
himself through sculpture. 
In the competitive art 
world, that in itself is an 
achievement. 

A show at the Frye Art 
Museum in Seattle turned 
out to be the break that led 
to the Hermitage invitation. 
A visiting Russian professor 
saw Holmes’ sculpture, and 
got things rolling. 

Funding for the Hermit- 
age project was arranged 
largely by a California 
businessman who collects 
Holmes' art. Gerald Alder- 
son of Kenetecb Corp., a 
wind-power business, also 
put up the money for 
No/mes’ Helena studio. 
Alderson gets sculpture in 
return. 

Holmes’ credits include 
an ongoing commission by 
Physicians for Social Re- 
sponsibility. The produces 
"the healing touch.” grace- 
ful bands with two fingers 
ending in doves, which the 
doctors present semiannual- 
ly as a peace award. Reci- 
pients include former Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter. Dr. 
Benjamin Spock, Dr. Jonas 
Salk, Norman Cousins and 
George Kennan, former 
U.S. ambassador to the 


Soviet Union. 

Holmes’ art has many 
themes: Pain, disappoint- 
ment, war and peace, love, 
inequality, the mother-and- 
chifd bond. He comes from 
a long line of Methodist 
ministers, and religion is 
never far from bis "work. 

"I try to raise some life 
and death issues. ” he said. 
‘7 think part of an artist’s 
job is to act like a town 
crier. ” Holmes describes art 
as "the clear voice across 
the tumult” in each genera- 
tion. 

Pieces in St. Petersburg 
include Bus Stop In The 
First World, on the con- 
sumptive way of life in de- 
veloped nations; The Blast, 
on the nuclear threat; China 
Peace, on the freedom 
movement in China; and 
The Healing Touch. 

The exhibit catalogue in- 
cludes Holmes’ comments 
about each piece, but he 
told readers that trying to 
penetrate the meaning of 
art with words "is like 
trying to split wood with a 
begonia petal.” 

Some of the propulsion in 
his career has come from 
the Montana Logging And 
Ballet Co., whicn presents 
travelling shows of political 
satire and music. Holmes , 
one of the four performers 
in the act, shows his sculp- 
ture at these, and he has 
gained some followers that 
wav. 

The Logging And Ballet 
Co. began about 20 years 
ago as a recruiting gimmick 
at Rocky Mountain College 
in Billings, where Holmes 
was a student. He earned a 
fine arts degree there, went- 
on to art school in London 
and travelled to some of 
Europe’s /ending museums 
to see what be could learn. 


Fighting back against art forgers 



Visitors to Dr . Goffredo Matthaes* museum in Milan team 
hour to recognise fake artwork by using simple tricks 


is the natural essence of real 
- amber, which is made from 
centuries-old deposits of 
fallen trees. If the oder is 
acrid, put your money back 
in your pocket. It is sure to 
be synthetic. "This test is 
. foolproof. ” said Dr. Matth- 
aes. "There is a great deal 
of fake amber around.” 

The same test works for 
ivory. The genuine article is 
odorless when a heated pin 
ris pressed into it. Fake ivory ' 
gives off a strong smell of 
chlorine, from the synthetic 
resin. 

If old paintings are your 
passion, look closely ait the 
" craquelure ” or cracked 
effect on the painting’s sur- 
face. It should be more pro- 
nounced at the edges, near 
the frame, since this is the 
point of greatest stress. On 
an artificially aged canvas, 
the effect will be more 
haphazard. Visitors to the 
Milan museum learn that 
forgers obtain the craque- 
lure effect by rolling a can- 
vas up and putting it into a 
warm oven. Colours are 
also a good pointer, both 
for paintings and for cera- 
mics. Buyers should beware 
of anything that is too 
brightly painted, however 
attractive it might seem. 
“Up until the end of the 
19th century, only natural 
colours were used, and 
these were impure and 
much duller.” said Dr. 


Marrhaes. "From the end of 
the 19th century onwards, 
industrially made colours 
came into play, which are 
much brighter, making con- 
trasts far more stark." 

Ironically, objects which 
are immediately pleasing to 
the eye have a ' higher prob- 
ability of being fakes. Art 
forgers know the un- 
schooled buyer usually goes 
on instinct, and is generally 
looking for something 
attractive with which to 
adorn his home. A genuine- 
ly old artefact will often 
have an unappealing dull 
patina — the effect of natu- 
ral ageing, and muted, even 
lifeless colour tones. 

African masks and sculp- 
tures are the classic exam- 
ple. says the German physi- 
cist. who has devoted a ma- 
jor sector to this forgery- 
ridden field. If the face- 
mask you have brought 
back from vour vacation in 
Kenya is bfg, with a calm or 
smiling face, you can be 
fairly sure you have been 
had. The same goes if it is 
shiny and polished. Real 
ones often have a dull, pit- 
ted finish, where insects 
have eaten away at the 
wood. "Genuine masks 
tend to be small — hand- 
sized, with a patina that is 
often quite unattractive,” 
said Dr. Matthaes ■ “The 
original masks were carved 
to Instill respect and terror. 


Today's masks have far 
more refined and serene ex- 
pressions. which are -more 
pleasing to us. That's a dead 
giveaway. ” 

Twice a year, the doctor 
organises a series of confer- * 
ences at the museum, 
gathering experts from all ' 
over the world to compare , 
new methods and research ’’ 
techniques. Upcoming 
appointments include a ses- ' 
sion on how not to be con- 
ned in Europe 's many street 
antiques fairs and another 
on the markets of Asia, the 
Middle East and Africa. 

According to Dr. Matth- 
aes, many dealers who 
think they' are too sharp to , 
be taken in would do well to , 
pay a visit to rhe museum. 
They need to keep them- ’ 
selves up to date , he main- ' 
tains — because the forgers ' 
certainly do. "In the anti- , 
ques business especially . 
there are a lot of dealers . 
who think they know it all . ; 
but they often get taken 
in." said Dr. Matthaes. , 
“The forgers are very well . 
aredT they study a lot of 
ks on the subject and 
they often know more ab- ■ 
out their own field than any • 
of the experts. And they are 
always inventing new 'tech- * 
niques. In fact , to be hon- 
est. I’m convinced that 
some of the visitors here are 
counterfeiters ” — World 
News Link. 
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Floating eye clinic gives West a sight of Russian expertise 


By Clar Ni Chonghaile 

Reuter 

GIBRALTAR — The Rus- 
sian ship moored in the 
shadow of Gibraltar's rock 
looks like a luxury liner 
with its elegant restaurant , 
discreet bars and luxurious 
foyer. 

It has a souvenir shop 
selling bright scarves and 
smiling Russian dolls. 

.But this is no frivolous 
pleasure craft. On board 
surgeons are restoring sight 
in the gleaming high-tech 
surgery of a floating eye 
clinic. 


Each day . they operate 
on about 40 people using 
techniques pioneered at the 
renowned Moscow Re- 
search Institute for Eye 
Microsurgery. 

Tackling everything from 


cataracts to glaucoma . the 
surgeons are skilled in laser 
surgery and adept at wield- 
ing the tiny, diamond 
blades used to make in- 
finitesimal incisions in the 
delicate cornea to cure 
shortsightedness. 

" Many people treat this 
as a miracle ship because 
they have heard stories ab- 
out it.' 1 says David Oliva, 
press agent for FLOKS — 
the Russian acronym for 
Floating Eye Service. 

He insists that there is 
nothing “weird or strange" 
about what happens on 
board. “ It's a combination 
of technology, experience 
and a lot ofinvestment for 
many years." 

Some patients would add 
a few things to the list. 

“It's not just the technol- 


ogy. though there 's that 
too. It's tfie humanity and 
the love,” said Ramon 
1 landres who has visited 
\ k eye clinic many times. 

Die tiny British colony of 
Gibraltar with its bizarre 
mix of British , Spanish and 
African is the ideal base for 
the cosmopolitan clinic 
which set sail from Russia in 
1989 

The crew of 160 is Ukrai- 
nian. the medical team Rus- 
sian. The ship's narrow pas- 
sages echo to the soft Span- 
ish of the south. British 
English and the exotic 
sound of Russian. 

Patients climb cautiously 
up the gangway, are greeted 
in reception and wait to be 
examined. 

“ They do very detailed 
examinations of the eye in- 
side and outside. Thev mea- 


sure the cornea length and 
how deep it is so that the 
incisions are very, very 
accurate. Everything is very 
mathematical." says Oliva, 
who underwent surgery 
himself a month ago. 

He had radial keratotomy 
— an operation to cure 
myopia that takes only ab- 
out seven minutes. 

"After the operation you 
feel a bit uncomfortab- 
le... It’s like having a bit of 
sand in your eye. It's very 
itchy . " 

The equipment used was 
the latest in German tech- 
nology, he said. “In the 
Soviet Union, they devoted 
money to the arms race. 


added. 


Third World initiative 
needed in health research 


, By Sonya Hepinstall 
Reuter 

BANGKOK — Interna- 
tional scientists say the 
Third World must take the 
initiative in medical re- 
search if it wants to see 
progress in Ending cures for 
the diseases that plague it. 

Without a push from the 
developing world, indus- 
trialised nations will con- 
tinue to divert most of their 
vast resources to research in 
diseases that are not the 
main concerns of most of 
the world's peoples, the sci- 
entists said during a visit to 
Thailand. 

“Developing countries 
would have cufflculty put- 
ting a lot of resources into 
the more basic long-term 
research... but they must in- 
vest something to mobilise 
the science talent through- 
out the world to address 
(their) problems." said 
John Evans, former chair- 
man of the board of trustees 
at the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion. 

Mr. Evans said 95 per 
cent of what the world 


spends on research goes to- 
ward five per cent of its 
disabilities, namely those 
illnesses like cancer that 
plague the industrialised 
world. 

The remaining five per 
cent of research money goes 
to the 95 percent of remain- 
ing, so-called premature 
disabilities such as malaria 
and hepatitis that are the 
daily afflictions suffered by 
so many in the developing 
world. ’ 

“More money needs to 
go, of the whole scientific 
community of the world, to 
address the problems of de- 
veloping countries." he 
said. 

The former president of 
the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, Dr. V. 
Ramalingaswami. agreed. 
He said the lopsidedness 
also showed up in research 
in such areas as contracep- 
tion , which still relted on 
technologies developed 30 
years ag<o. 

“ The industrialised 
world . the multinational 


pharmaceutical (com- 
panies). have less and less 
interest in developing a new 
contraceptive." he said, 
blaming low profit margins. 

Dr. Ramalingaswami said 
Third World Initiative had 
already shown results , in 
laying the groundwork . / for 
the most promising vaccines 
for malaria and Dengue 
fever. 

“ The ideas that are com- 
ing out of some of the Third 
.World countries are very 
exciting. And the industrial- 
ised world will benefit from 
these as well." Dr. Rama- 
lingaswami said. 

Dr. Ramalingaswami and 
Mr. Evans, members of. 
Thailand's Prince Mahidolj 
Award Foundation's Inter- 
national Award Commit- 
tee. were in Bangkok to 
screen candidates for the 
$50,000 International Prize 
in Medicine and Pubfic 
Health. T 

They said good and effi- 
cient management of health 
knew no nationalities or 
political systems and could 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


PEOPLE OS PLACES 
By Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 

-1 write robes tor 
•• pr»«* 

5 Name In 

tCMiwlam 

10 Rabun 
14 Fattwr of ■ fawn 
18 Secular 
1 19 Now Zealand 
name 

,20 La — . l*Jn 

21 actor Crenyn 

22 FU. senator n 
Germany 

24 DkBCtor on an 
Wane near Africa 

28 Not gregarious 
27 Weeping 

29 CM 

ODSaey — (teacake) 

31 Der — (Adenauer) 

32 Spa* 

33 SeUd ingredient 


DOWN 

1 Marti Buty 

2 zntvago's love 

3 Prejudice 

4 Rnodos — 

5 Chemical 
compound 

8 Folher-m-law of 
Jacob 

7 Anfena 

8 Bobby d hockey 

9 Hairdo 

10 Frighten 

11 Indolent 

12 Pie — mode 

13 —'a box 

14 Japanese 


15 Bend instrument 
18 Amo. amaa. — 

17 Actor Richard 
20 Emulates Boaano 
23P0Med 


38 Salary Mm 
38 LMa tanks 
42 Ben JonsonT 

43DMgoeaio 
gambSng town 
4fiHusaM 

47 Moral lapse 

48 Loved You" 

49 Frub rtnnk 

50 Miami ham 

51 Ftah 

52 Playwright in 
Newfoundland 

57 — Carlo 

58 WMtawors 

60 instead of Giver. 
— at brass’ 
IMacfcay) 

61 Supreme Cast 
82 Nan 

63 Hgh school galas 


25 Axes suddenly 
28 A m inster 

32 PiU order 

33 Puodnl opera 

34 Hunf_ 
conateladon 

35 African leader m 
die USA 

38 Lots and lots 

37 El — 

38 Physicist at 
Switzerland 

40 Hopfrify 

41 Hold back 

43 One who quotes 
autxxay 

44 "Quo — V 
45B0*cd 

50 Dog 

52 Of noble Writ) 

53 DO. formerly 


84 Street oft 
85"— Meter" 

67 Sutpod beast 

68 Telegraphy 
Instruments 

71 Bern need 

72 Singer In 

74 Seine 

75 Nmctpilhe 
78 Stop — time 

77 Dora ra* 

78 Linguistic Writ 
euf*. 

79 Sense waterway 

80 A wap In CM 
MkkJdEast 

85 Harass 

87 BK — (M dead) 
89 Edhb brown 
nxchroom 


54 Greta ol trims 

55 Oak's beginning 

56 Is en island" 

57 Sounds of pain 
59 Normandototd 

movies 

61 Tien sideways 

63 nano part 

64 Wise lawgiver 

65 Ermine m the 
summer 

86 Pentateuch 
67 WBdlY comical 
GO Thread hoWer 

69 Make a payment 

70 Slone octumn 

72 Castle trenches 

73 SMn prabtam 

eo Redie 

81 Was a member ol 
me wedding 
B2 Post and Bronte 


90 Musical pmea 

91 Sounds of 
aao seme re 

92 Cabdogue 

93 Southern 
consteBabon 

94 Ascribe 
97 hdton dty 
96 Food 

101 Poet in Bonn. 

maybe 
103 Sugar in 


107 Dseerves 

108 Gan 

109 Clwip 

110— poly 

111 Say don't so 

112 — Park. Colo 

113 Author Bagnakt 


83 Applesauce! 

84 Great latent 

85 Lack ot 
confidence 

86 Pul Mo bondage 
88 Soft end Dabby 
90 Book purls 

82 Ptoses' 

Dyfcaw 

93 day brick 

94 Danube feeder 

95 Note 

96 Ring 

87 Mend 

90 Discharge 
99 Ireland 

tOO Emphatic Spanem 
assent 
102 Ms West 

104 taxing gp. 

105 Noted lexicon: 



rl Dngrandess 17 x 17. By Adrun Christopher 


;• ACROSS 
.* 1 Low vote 
-■ 5 Inevitable 

•* destruction 
9 water vapor 
- 13 Egress 

14 Jeweled 
headdress 

15 Come between 
17 Aquatic mammal 

„• 18 Horse-drawn 


>' IS Footed vases 
- 22 Devoured 


*" DOWN 
«■ 1 Hock 
•’ 2 Woodsman 8 tfXU 
-. 3 Hood ermtr 
■. 4 OwrSmpUflad 
*- concept io n 
■- 5 Seme 
«• 6 Made of a certain 
»* gram 
, * 7 unrefined matal 
« 8 Chagall 

* ‘ 9 interpret 
", wrongly 


29 Up-to-date 

25 Stock exchange 
membership 

26 Puts on 

28 Leak slowly 

30 "Son’l — on me" 

32 Cookbook 
instruction 

33 Panel 

34 Stratum 

35 Marriage 

anno un cement 


10 Habituated 

11 — throat 

12 Sea bird 
14 AepUshre 


16 Soak flax 

20 MBtary 
neats 

21 Bart or FUngo 
24 Customers 
27Theflo#ng — 
3l Declaim violently 


36 Assists 

37 Gentle ma n's 
gentleman 

38 Division ot 
soorrty 

39 Burden 
40 -Carle 

41 Fuel 

42 — sana m 
corpora sano 

43 Loco 
47 Biblical 

preposition 


32 Like some 
crackers 

33 Staircase rati 

34 - — we forget" 

35 Top — (burlesque 
bigwig) 

36 Medieval 
merchant guOd 

37 Fashion 

3S Forgive 

40 Wise counselor 

42 CrOa* 


49 Defamation 

52 SSmy stuff 

53 Cup tesrsftss 

54 Shed 

re »u — ua i 

jj weucima 
57 Musical 
IwW aiiant 

59 kiasmuch as 

60 Platform 

61 Maneuveratyo. as 
a strip 

62 - Rose 
63QED wort 


44 Go-between 

45 Compel through 
pressure 

46 Garry 

48 Acting award 
48 Sunday 
talc abbr. 

50 WOman 
61 Grate 
54 Misplaced 
56 Fib 

58 Hush-hush gp. 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Veteran stow dick fett Peter Piper never picked that peck of pickled 
peppers. He pinched ill 

2. Salesman for hair-growing product was called up on the carpet for 
wearing small rug. 

3. High roller in Las Vegas hits big Jackpot at craps, Urea ghres It back to 
blackjack. 

4. Frugal boss, being decidedly crass about the let of a company car, 

pr o mp tly closed the bar. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. NODQUIRVK. NUIODQUN, UKWIODQUN 
E l) X I WE WEIHDU EVICE QIUDONU OW 
QIOONUVE CXWWC-U EBD. —By Eugene T. Maieska 

2. LYGL1B GRASBSKMA GAMKLCEL- TEE'B BMY 
V L; TEE’B BMY BOLL; BMY BOL UME 


CLOSET BOMB BILL. 


—By Ed Huddfeson 


3. HEX NQ MI V N ZQWWE HLI ISPO XENJ 
KIPYDEWDM: “GLEG PIYDJ ZO JOKE BY 


EDD IBOW EVENS”? 


—By Frank N. Stein 


4.HDTY BOW Z AT QLfQUOWA ZUTAOZAWAM 


[ELT QWEBYDW. 


— By Barbara J. Rngg 
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Nikki Sutherland and her 
husband John made the trip 
across the border from 
Spain's Costa Del Sol after 
reading about the ship. 

“My husband had a 
stroke two years ago and it s 
affected his eye. He's going 
blind in the left eye, " she 
said. 

Sutherland had been 
seeing a specialist in Spain 
but to no avail and they 
decided to give the .Russian 
ship a try. 

Yisarde Beloyerova. a 
small red-haired Muscovite, 
is the ship’s acupuncturist 
and treats patients after 
their operations. 

“When I treat the eyes. I 
treat the whole body and 
nearly every man feels that 
he is healthier and has more 
energy, " she said, her eyes 
shining. “We can laugh and 


love life. " 

She is delighted to be in 
Gibraltar ana her only re- 
gret is that their success 
lea ves so little time for 
sightseeing. 

"It is a new country and 
new people. I want to look 
and look and look." she 
said in halting English and 
added with a grin: “I also 
want to work but I want to 
look much more." 

The idea of a floating 
clinic was the brainwave of 
Professor Svvatoslov 
Fyodorov, head of the Mos- 
cow institute and one of the 
world’s leading ophthamo- 
logists. 

Prof. Fyodorov is known 
as the Henry Ford of eye 
surgery for pioneering 
swift, economical treatment 
of patients. 


The clinic was seen as a 
way of earning hard curren- 
cy to finance research and 
of offering the public a uni- 
que service. 

In the theatre, five beds 
radiate outwards from the 
centre — a set-up known as 
the multi-station daisy petal 
system. 

Outside in the waiting- 
room, the patients huddle 
together, chatting anxious- 
ly . They wear green paper 
tops and trousers and plas- 
tic covers on their shoes. 

The ship has been 
moored here within sight of 
the African coast since may 
and it plans to stay at least 
until next April. 

Prices are lower than 
those charged in mainland 
clinics with an initial ex- 
amination costing about $60 


and further tests /round 
$460. A straightforward 
myopia operation costs up 
to &J00 but if there are 
other problems , this can 

rise to $3,460. . 

“It’s cheaper than aver- 
age. The thing is they have 
Russian wages. That's how 
they can keep costs so low. 
said Oliva. 

The ship has already cal- 
led at Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates and docked 
in Cyprus. Counting both 
stops, the team saw around 
$16,000 people and oper- 
ated on $8,000. 

When the Soviet Union 
started to disintegrate in 
1991. the team returned 
home temporarily before 
setting off again this year. 
The ship hopes to sail for 
Mexico next. 


be found in countries as 
diverse as Chile. China and 
Cuba. 

They praised China in 
particular for comprehen- 
sive health care that 
allowed for life expectancy 
rates just short of those of 
the United States. 

At the same time they 
found fault with Vietnam, 
saying its health system 
which had started out much 
like China's had been un- 
ravelling since 1985 when it 
started to implement Wesf- 
em-style economic reforms. 

Medicine in the West was 
at a crossroad* as physicians 
and scientists started to 
question basic assumptions 
about medical care, they 
said. 

With 30 per cent of all 
medical expenditure spent 
on the last 60 days of life, 
many groups are starting to 
re-examine the need to 
keep patients alive for as 
long as possible, they said. 

"We Ve done a very bad 
job of presenting the op- 
tions." Mr. Evans said. 


Researchers, activists join 
on breast cancer plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — lion this year on breast can- 
Researchers activists and cer research . and Ms. Sha- 
policy-makers have vowed lala told Reuters she wants 
to formulate a national plan the action plan on President 
to combat breast cancer. Bill Clinton's desk in six 
which strikes one in eight weeks so it can help shape 
American women and kills next year 's spending deci- 
46.000 a year. sions. 

" Everyone in this room Ms. Shalala urged partici- 
understands that this dis- pants to focus on immediate 
ease rips, at the very soul of returns, arguing asainst 
women. ’ said Donna Shala - weighty recommendations 

la. the government s chief r/jgf she warned might end 
health policy-maker. “We U p gathering dust bn gov- 
have to shake people ouf of emment shelves, 
complacency, whatever it 

takes." “The plan that we pro- 

Ms. Shalala. the Clinton duce must address why the 
administration s secretary • incidence of breast cancer is 

of health and human ser- steadily rising, and what ac- 
vices. spoke at a meeting of tion we must take to detect, 
several hundred eathered at breast cancer earlier, when 
the U.S. National Institutes we have a better chance of 
of Health in suburban saying lives." Ms. Shalala 
Washington to map a united said, 
stratesv against the disease. Several women addres- 
The ' federal government sing the conference express- 
will spend nearly $300 mil- . ed anger at wfyat they view 


as the medical establish- 
ment's lackadaisical com- 
mitment to women's health 
issues but said change was 
in the air. 

“I believe that our collec- 
tive anger is justified, " Ms. 
Shalala said, urging partici- 
pants ro channel their anger 
into shaping the plan to 
fight the disease. 

She recommended that 
all interested groups and 
individuals put their heads 
together arter 2.6 million 
women signed petitions to 
the president seeking a re- 
newed focus on the killer 
disease. 

Representative Louise 
Slaughter, a New York 
Democrat, said women had 
been galvanised by govern- 
ment funding a decade ago 
of a multiyear study of heart 
disease that studied 22,000 
men but not a single 
woman. 
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Reduced sunlight can 
cause depression 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Despite the holidays , it's 
the sad time of year for 
millions of people the world 


order, the depression and 
listlessness of the “winter 
blues. ” 

Dr. Norman E. Rosen- 
thal, a psychiatrist with the 
National Institute of Mental 
Health , said that the short 
days and reduced sunlight 
of winter trigger a change in 
brain chemistry among 
many people. The change 
may set off a vicious cycle of 


depression now formally 
recognised in medical litera- 
ture as seasonal affective 
disorder (SAD). 

“ Winter after winter , 
these people experience 
lethargy and fatigue , sad- 
ness and despair,” Dr. 
Rosenthal told a news con- 
ference. He said the illness 
disrupts personal rela- 
tionships, causes victims to 
overeat, gain weight and to 
become mdifferent toward 
their jobs. 

For years, the “ winter 
blues ” have been regarded 
as “ psychiatric curiosities, ” 
Dr. Rosenthal said. But the 


publication this week in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association 
(JAMA) of sad case studies 
represents “an acknow- 
ledgement by the medical 
community that this is a real 
illness. ” 

Dr. Rosenthal reports in 
the JAMA article that peo- 
ple suffering from SAD 
have been successfully tre- 
ated by systematic exposure 
to high levels of artificial 
tight. Somehow, he said, 
this added tight absorbed by 
the eyes restores the ba- 
lance of brain chemicals . 

About 6 per cent of the 
American population, some 
10 million people, suffer se- 
vere forms of SAD , while 
another 14 per cent, or 25 
■ million people, have a mil- 
der form, he said. 

"We estimate that about 
one million children and 
adolescents are affected by 
SAD, ” said Dr. Rosenthal. 
The condition can lead to 
disru p rive beh a vio ur in ' 
school , short attention span 
and disinterest in learning, 
he said. 

Women , by a margin of 3 
or 4 to one, are more often 
affected by SAD than men , 
and the disorder in women 




usually starts after puberty 
and diminis hes after meno- 
pause. 

"We speculate that 
female reproductive hor •' 
mones somehow sensitise 
the brain to the effects of 
tight deprivation, ” said Dr. 
Rosenthal. 

• Incidence of SAD is 
directly related to where 
people live, he said , with 
those farthest from the 
equator most often 
affected. Studies have 
shown SAD symptoms in 
about 10 per cent of people 
in New Hampshire, which 
has long winter nights, 
while only about 1.5 per 
cent are affected in Florida , 
where the southern winter 
days-, are longer. Dr. 
Rosenthal said. 

SAD also is common in 
the upper midwest, where a 
combination of winter and 
cloudy weather causes a re- 
duction in sunlight. M. 
Lawrence Nicodemus, a 
meteorologist with the 
„ National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric A dm inis f ra- 

tion, said in the Great 
Lakes area there is an aver- 
age of about 220 hours of 
sunlight a month in the 
summer,' but only 80 to 120 


Crack smokers at risk of AIDS 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Smoking crack cocaine puts 
young Americans — parti- 
cularly women — at high 
risk of catching ADDS, a 
new study shows. 

Intravenous drug users 
who share needles are in the 
most danger , but c rack 
smqkers aren't far behind 
because they're likely to 
have frequent , unsafe sex 
under influence of the drug, 
researchers reported. 

" HIV (AIDS virus) pre- 
vention programmes that 
target crack smokers , espe- 


cially women , are needed , " 
. said Dr. Brian Edtin of the 
Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). 
“ There is an increasing pre- 
. valence of HIV among 


crack-smoking women. . . 
that is very disturbing. " 

Although the majority of 
AIDS oatients still are men, 
the fatal disease is increas- 
ing almost four times as fast 
among women. And they 
are passing AIDS to their 
babies ; the CDC recorded a 
T6.6 per cent jump in new 
cases among infants and 
toddlers last year, 
year. 

Disturbed by those num- 
bers, .the CDC is trying to 
discover why , despite safe- 
sex education aimed at 
women , heterosexual con- 
tact has overtaken in- 
travenous drug use as the 
primary cause of infection 
m women. The crack study, 
presented at an AIDS con- 


ference recently, shows 
non-TV drugs are one 
reason. 

In another development, 
researchers at the confer- 
ence also reported that a 
hemophiliac who passed the 
AZD5 virus to his younger 
brother, probably by shar- 
ing a razor, actually gave 
the teenager two strains of 
the disease. 

" This doesn't have im - 
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“The first thing we have 
to do is recognise that we 
constitute the majority in 
this country — 52 per cent . " 
Ms. Slaughter said. 

Senator Barbara Mikuls- 
ki, a Maryland Democrat, 
criticised the federal Food 
and Drug A dmi n is fra tion 
(FDA) and the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, saying 
the two agencies failed to 
pay sufficient attention to 
women’s health needs. 

She said FDA leaders 
had been “untethered. Un- 
focused on the needs of 
women" while Veterans 
Affairs researchers wire 
"most lackluster" in their 
concern for women 
veterans. 

Ms. Mikulski also scored 
doctors for treating female 
patients as assemblages ^ of 
body parts rather than 
"Whole women." V } 


hours a month during the 
winter. 

Studies have suggested 
that the dimmed natural 
tight of winter somehow sig- 
nals the body to reduce 
levels of two brain chemic- 
als, a neurotransmitter cal- 
led Serotonin and a hor- 
mone called Melatonin. Dr. 
Rosenthal said that some 
people seem to be more 
sensitive than others to 
these changes. 

Dr. Rosenthal said that 
exposure to tight about 20 
times brighter than ordinary 
indoor lighting has bqen 
shown to control SAD. In- 
dustry has developed spe- 
cial light boxes, costing 
$400 to $500, that success- 
fully control tbe disorder, 
but the psychiatrist warned 
that these light treatments 
should be taken under tbe 
guidance of a physician - 

The light therapy does 
not require special tight 
radiation , such as ultra- 
violet rays, he said. Bright 
illumination from fluores- 
cent tubes seems to do the 
trick when patients are ex- 
posed in a systematic man- 
ner at some point during 
each winter day, said Dr. 
Rosenthal. 


plications for patients, ” said 
Dr. Harold Jaffe of the 
CDC. “ But it makes the 
case interesting academical- 
ly. Testing for more than 
one strain in - transmission 
isn’t routinely done/* 

Two weeks ago, tbe CDC 

confirmed that the older 
brother infected the youn- 
ger. The agency released 
tbe first details of the case 
at the AIDS meeting. 
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Number of oblongs in the diagram is: 36 (thirty-six) 


eV-£^'‘cL3-iP 






tis 


I 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 33-24, 1993 § 


e 


i. 

- '• 'V 

.''ll 


I?’ 





n 


•\ri; *- 


; ; 


.■ii.' - 


• • \ 
.. »;V 


.. .- 'V 

■'. k 
•« • v 


. • i',f 

‘ .>!»■ 




•X’’ 









x Secret talks 

(Centinued from page 1) 

should be given a genuine feel- 
ing that the process is enough 
deep and significant ,** Mr* Zvi- 
fi said. 

“That’s exactly what (we) 
are trying to do in Paris, to 
teach a system on winch we 
can ensure Israel’s needs on 
security and give the Palesti- 
nians evidence of die political 
change- I hope we will sno- 
wed/* he added. 

Mr. Zvih, who is secretary- 
general of die Labour Party, 
said tiw meeting with Mr. Ara- 
fat was "very interesting.” He 
said he was in Tunis on a 
“political, personal visit*’ and 
Insisted the negotiations were 
in France. 

The Versailles negotiations, 
if they succeed, should lead to 
a meeting in the next few days 

between Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin, opening the way tor a 
global agreement on auton- 
omy, sources said. 

■ The talks were taking p lace 
at. the luxury Trianon Palace 
hotel, the sixth door of which 
has been taken over and is 
under heavy police guard, with 
journalists being kept out. 

Some delegation members 
took a break in pouring rain in 
the nearby Versailles park and 


The two sides are still at 
odds over the size of the area 
around Jericho that will tall 
under Palestinian control, the 
question of Jewish settlements 
in Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
as well as border crossings. 

The Trianon Palace, which 
has one of the best restaurants 
in the Paris area, has often 
been used for secret negotia- 
tions. On Tuesday, French 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Richard Duqne said the 
French -would give no informa- 
tion cm die talks. 

hi the Trianon Palace are all 
die key figures involved in die 
secret negotiations last sum- 
mer 
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Anti-Aideed clans vow to create government 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Somali militias opposed to fac- 
tion leader Mohammad Farah 
Aideed said Wednesday they 
would try to govern “with or 
without him.” 

But they left the door open 
for him to participate. 

Aweys Haji Yusef said the 
“group of 12.” a loose alliance 
of factions linked to several 
Aideed’s most bitter rival Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, intended 


to press ahead with the 
formation of a transitional 
national council (TNC) by 
January 15. 

But Mr. Aweys, Mr. Ali 
Mahdi's top adviser, said: “We 
don't want to form the TNC 
without him (Aideed). There is 
a seat on the council waiting 
for him. But we do not want 
him to hold the country to 
ransom. 

“Everybody today wants no 


more fighting and we have to 
take a most painful decision for 
Somalia to try and accommodate 
everyone.” 

Mr. Aweys also predicted 
renewed dan fighting after the 
March withdrawal of U.S. 
troops. 

Mr. Aweys said the United 
Natrons should never have 
lifted the order for Gen. 
Aideed’s arrest issued after the 


June 5 slaying of 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers, allegedly by his 
militia. 

Fighting between Mr. Ali 
Mahdi and Gen. Aideed over 
the mantle off dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre, who 
was overthrown in January 
1991, killed and maimed at 
least 30,000 people and com- 
pletely destroyed the port 
capital of Mogadishu. 


GCC summit 

(Continued from page 1) 

welcomed a statement they 
said had been issued by the 
Tehran government calling for 
peaceful solution of the issue. 

Iraq’s ruling party newspap- 
er A1 Thawra Wednesday 
attacked the summit as “fever- 


ish hallucination." 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
refuses any dealings with Iraq 
while Saddam Hussein remains 
in power. They have lobbied 
permanent Security Council 
members to keep United Na- 
tions sanctions imposed on 
Iraq in place. 

On the Middle East peace pro- 


cess, the GCC said it wel- 
comed Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLOl 
autonomy accord as a “first 
step on the path to a just, 
comprehensive and lasting set- 
tlement.” 

The final statement did not 
mention the GCCs position or. 
a possible lifting of the Arab 
boycott of Israel. 
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French Flair For Beautiful Hair 

Alexandre de Paris, the legendary French hairstylist, has dressed the 
heads of some of the most famous women in the world, from the Duchess of 
Windsor & to Elizabeth Taylor, to the Begum Aga Khan. Now you can 
experience his inimitable style with a new range of beautiful & elegant 
hair accessories. Handmade from the finest materials, each one is designed 
to be timeless, classic & stylish. Only from Alexandre de Paris. 





Sbmeisani, Khalil Mariam Street, Phone 689259 


Rozena Restaurant 


Three-conse Xirkey dinner, music and dancing-. 
X) 10.000 per person inclusive of service ;i 

- Christmas Bagr ~ Rwro - 

Traditional three-course turkey lunch 
JD 7.000 per adult 
Children half price + soft drink & gift 

20% off bar prices during above festivities 

Jabal Amman - 2nd Circle ^ 


Christmas Special 


Bookings 6 13572/ 6 305 71 
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CDecemBer 2!>tfi , 1993 

Christmas Eve. 

Our Special Dinner Buffet 
includes norfolk Roast Turkey 
and Christmas Specialities of 
main dishes and rich selection of 
sweet items *rsiiiV:X$'KCOJJ , L'LySiC>F 

7 : 00 To 1 1 : 00 PM 

10.000 JD Adult + + 

6.000 JD Children + + 

Christmas Lunch 

The Amra Hotel invites you to Grand Christmas Feast 
Featuring a Family Luncheon Buffet . while Claus giving 
the "ifts to your children in THE NABATEAN SI ITE . 

With THE JASPERS BAND . 

From 12 : 00 Noon To 3 : 30 PM 

11.000 JD Adult ++ 

6.000 JD Children + + 
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For Reservation . please Call 815071/ Est. 71555 
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IMF to help Russia cope with reform St I n I NICOSIA (R). — The Cyprus lj°" Cypms- pounds (S1.63 

r " ■ - ■ r economy Is' expected _ to, grow Kon). ’ , 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
IMF will send a team of ex- 
perts to Moscow next month to 
help Russia rework its social 
safety net to assist the poor, 
the elderly and the unem- 
ployed cope with the pain, of 
ecorfomic reform, a senior offi- 
cial -said. 

International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Deputy Director 
Ernesto Hemandez-Cata told 
Reuters that the team will pro- 
vide- Russia with advice and 
technical assistance on how 
best' to proceed. 

While the mission has been 
planned for some time, the 
visit is likely to be welcomed 
by -critics calling for a shift in 
the IMF strategy For helping 
Russia following the strong 
shefwing by ultra-nationalists in 
parliamentary elections there 
this month. 


The most prominent critic 
has been U.S. Vice President 
A1 Gore. Worried that the 
ultra-nationalists have capital- 
ised on voter ire over the eco- 
nomy, Mr, Gore has advocated 
an easing in the tough condi- 
tions for Russia that the TMF 
sets on its loans. 

"The social impact has not 
been a prominent factor in the 
deliberations of the interna- 
tional financial institutions." a 
high U-S. administration offi- 
cial who accompanied Mr. 
Gore to Moscow last week 
said. *‘A better decision will be 
made if more consideration is 
given to the social impact." 

The IMF has already lent 
Russia S2.5 billion, but has 
held off from giving more until 
Russia takes further steps to 
reform and stabilise its eco- 
nomy. 


Mr. Hemandez-Cata said 
that the IMF has been consis- 
tently stressing the need for 
Russia to restructure its social 
safety net since the fall of 1991 . 

In the middle of this year, 
the fund volunteered to help 
Russia with that task, he said. 
But the government of Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin was un- 
able to take up that offer be- 
cause the giant public pension 
fund there was beholden to the 
old Supreme Soviet (parlia- 
ment) and refused to cooper- 
ate. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s move to do 
away with the old parliament 
in October and put his own 
man in charge of the pension 
fund opened the way for the 
fund mission next month. 

Given its role as a monetary 
institution, the IMF would not 
be in a position to provide 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 



money for a beefed-up social 
safety net. That would have to 
come from the United States 
and its rich allies, or from the 
World Bank. 

The World Bank in Novem- 
ber last year approved a $70 • 
million loan to assist Russia in 
setting up a social safety net. 

Mr. Gore's sharp criticism of 
the IMF has sent ripples 
through the lending organisa- 
tion and has even surprised 
some officials in the Clinton 
administration. 

Washington apparently did 
not even raise the issue of 
altering IMF loan conditions 
when senior officials from rich 
industrial nations met last 
week to discuss aid for Russia. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Lloyd Bentsen has called Mr. 
Gore's ideas for Russian loan 
terms interesting. But he 
pointedly stopped short of en- 
dorsing them. 

Mr. Hemandez-Cata said 
the IMF was nor out to hurt the 
poor by advocating tough eco- 
nomic reforms. It just wants 
Russia to do away with costly 
and inefficient subsidies and 
replace them with direct, up- 
front payments to the less well 
off. 

"Our intention is not to dep- 
rive the poor," he said. "We 
want to do away with ineffi- 
cient price subsidies and re- 


place them with direct income 
transfers that are not dis- 
torted." 

He said the poor and elderly 
suffer most from high inflation 
because they don’t have the 
means to protect themselves. 
That means they would be 
helped by reforms such as 
those advocated by the IMF 
that are aimed at reining in 
price rises and stabilising the 
economy. 

Meanwhile, U.S. experts are 
helping Russia to develop the 
commercial and legal infras- 
tructure needed to improve its 
oil industry investment climate , 
and create model companies. 

The Russian fuel and energy 
ministry said: "the U.S. Ener- 
gy Department and other U.S. 
government agencies are doing 
everything possible to obtain 
the private investment needed 
to finance a model (Russian) 
corporation under agreed con- 
ditions." 

The Russian government is 
seeking to restructure its oil 
industry and inject new life 
into it by creating vertically 
integrated joint stock com- 
panies. each with production, 
refining and marketing opera- 
tions. 

The fuel and energy ministry 
said it would form a special 
group by mid-January to work 
on creating conditions to set up 


a model corporation, including 
construction of Western-style 
petrol filling stations. 

The group of Russian ex- 
perts and ministry representa- 
tives would later visit the Un- 
ited States to hold talks with 
potential investors, it said. 

The fuel and energy ministry 
said Moscow city authorities 
had approved eight possible 
sites for new filling stations, 

A U.S.-Russian joint com- 
mission, which met in Moscow 
last week, called for approval 
of a new law on oil and gas that 
has been held up for months 
due' to the. conflict between 
President Yeltsin ar I the for- 
mer Russian parliament. 

' Mr. Yeltsin disbanded the 
old parliament in September, 
then crashed aimed resistance 
by its supporters on Oct. 4. 

But the new legislature 
elected last week has strong 
conservatives and nationalists. It 
may be less receptive to fore- 
ign investments. 

The law on oil and gas is 
expected to lay down the basic 
framework for investing in the 
sector, starved of cadi for 
years and struggling to reverse 
steep oil output declines. 

The U.S. and Russian sides 
set up three working groups to 
map out cooperation 
strategies, including measures 
to reduce -fuel consumption. 



Our Chef Has Prepared* A ^ide -Variety- OI.peHcious Dishes 
To Be Served Eppedalfy For .XOP-.A™ 1 Your Family During 
; The .Christ^ Season . 

* During The Chrisfrnas Eve On The 24 ih Of Dec..- A Rich Dinner 
Buffet Will Be Wailing For Your Good Taste. To Put A Nice Smile 
On Your Children's Face, Don’t Forget To Take A Photo With Sanla Claus. 

* On The 25th Of*Dec.,A Special lunch Buffet Will Be Served 
At The Philadelphia Bailment Which Will Also Be Decorated 
Especially For This Occasion. And Santa Claus Will Be There 
To Give You A Gifl And Share You A Meinorahle Photo. 

Price (12.W0++ ) For Adults (50%) Off For Children 
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KAIS BOUTIQUES 
KAO LEATHER SHOT 

WISH ALL CUSTOMERS AND FRiENDS OF OUR COMPANIES 
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OUR CHRISTMAS OFFER: 

JOSEPH JANARP, MODE AUS DEUTSCHLAN D 

FUER FRAUEN. DIE SELBST jpNTSCHEID^NKdENNEN " 'V 

LADIES & YOUNG LADIES TOP GRAIN LEATHER HANDBAGS (PURSES) 

MADE IN U S A BY - ACCURATE LEATHER " 

REDUCED FROM JD 45 - .TO JD 20,- & JD 25,- ONLY 

25% DISCOUNT ON ALL OUR COPA COLLECTION - T REASURES OF BBAZIL- 

25% DISCOUNT ON ALL OUR ITALIAN & JAPANESE SCARVES 

PLUS UPTO 60% DISCOUNT ON 100S OF OTHER GIFT ITEMS. 

FOR MOHE INFORMATION ■ PLEASE CALL: 

KAIS CENTER BOUTIQUE , AL JABER SHOPPING CENTER , MECCA STREET 
TEL 821 656.FAX 828 1 63 

KAIS CENTER BOUT1QE.HOUSING BANK SHOPPING CENTER, 2ND FLOOR.TEL679947 
WE NEEDURGENTLY A PROFESSIONAL SALESWOMAN 
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“I hate to be vain, but do my teeth 
took (ike they've gained weight?” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

I g by Henri Arnold end HUM Argtrkxi 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


HAI 

BET 



L 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


EH 

dd=l 


■■ 


S3 


DELUVA 


L 

XT 

L-i 


PAL 

LA 

P- 


■ 

■ 






Now arrange the rinded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by She above cartoon. 


^nxxjccm 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumfites: CROON CYCLE. FECUND DAHLIA 

Answer. How the French sometimes conduct loan, 
negotiations - TRANC-LY' 


NICOSIA (R). — The Cyprus 
economy 1$' expected to. grow 
by three per cent in -1994, 
compared to an- estimated one 
per cent this year. Finance 
Minister Phaedros Econo- 
mides has said. 

“I'm sure that with hard 
woric better -days will soon -fol- 
low," he said while presenting 
the Mediterranean island's 
1994 budget to the house of 
representatives. 

The budget provides for net 
expenditure of 1.06 ^billion 
Cyprus pounds (S2.12 billion) 
and net revenue of 815.2 mil- 


lion Cyprus pounds ($1.63 bil- 

^The revised budget for 1993 
put expenditure at 929.9 mjj- 
lion Cyprus pounds ($1.86 bjl- 
lion) and revenue at 734 mil- 
lion Cyprus pounds ($1.47 bil- 
lion). . • 

The fiscal deficit b expected 
to drop to 131.4 million Cyprus 
pounds ($262.8 million) or 3.7 
per cent of GDP from 157.4^ 
million Cyprus pounds ($314.8" 
million) or 4.8 per cent of GDP 
in 1993, Economides said. 

The government raised 
value added tax from five to 
eight per cent in August. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER 23, 1993 

By Thomas S . Pierson, Astrobger. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
One of the best days this month 
to accomplish all the things you 
have left undone as the Aries 
Moon trines hoth the Sun and 
Murs. Obstacles and delays 
won't deter your progress now so 
go for it. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) 
You arc early in the mood to 
continue with the present festivi- 
ties but you soon find that there 
are many things to be done so 
you can make consistent advance* 
mcnl towards routine goals. 

TAURUS: (April 2I> to May 20) 
You can straighten nut your sur- 
roundings and bring them to a 
new peak of perfection curly in 
the day. later be off to some, 
more pleasant limes. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June .21) 
You can make appointments for 
entertainments you want to have- 
doring the coming week in the 
morning, then get your home in 
good working condition. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your residence requires 
some special attention in the 
morning after which you cun he 
off to the recreations that most 
appeal to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Vital communications can .he 
gotten out to. every ones satisfac- 
tion early in the day after , which 
put your attention on arranging - 
conditions at home. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22)' Fix up your possessions 


so they arc more as you wish 
them to he in the morning, then 
you can get out and make calls, 
visits of importance lo you. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octiv- 
ber 22) Primp and preen and get 
your hcuuty or charm more evi- 
dent after which you will he able 
to gel into the material matters . 
of importance in you. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Private matters 
that you have held off doing to 
please yourself are fine to work 
out in the morning while later 
you can get out with good friends 
for recreation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Contact as 
many good friends us possible for . 
whatever good reason you have, 
and get fheir support while later 
you can du some with loved one. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to. 
January . 2(1) Get out into the 
world and do whatever demands 
your best attention there and you • 
achieve a great deal. th> .. put. 
efforts into more personal 
wishes. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Lots or new condi- 
tions you arc interested in cun he 
pushed this morning, so delve ' 
into them, then tonight results 
obtained to one in power. 

PISCES: (February 2U to Match 
2U) Your intuitions how best to 
get along with another person 
are excellent m the morning, 
after handling this be off with — 
some new acquaintances. 


By Thomas S. Pierson . Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation '■ 

know you value their alliance ^ 
and do something special for 
them. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You have a good chance to gain 
the goodwill of others, especially 
those in positions of power and 
authority so attend to your spe- 
■ rial interests and enjoy addition- 
al health and vitality.' 

ARIES: (March "21 to'Apnl 19) 

You a re Js i.Ljktwn 

with the who attracts you the 
most usd td work out any prob- 
lems confronting you so the fu- 
ture win he a happier time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your day for all association and 
partnership matters and by a 
truly cooperative attitude you 
arc able to come to a very satis- 
factory understanding. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You can not only put more op- 
erative skill into whatever your 
present interests but you arc also 
able to beautify your surround- 
ings greatly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your day to decide the 
out’iets which tiring you the 
greatest amount of pleasure and - 
making initial action to regularly 
enjoy them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2!) 
Keep ahead of obligations at . 
your residence by a more well 
organised arrangement so they 
arc automatically completed 
without much ado. real pleasure. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Make a .special point to 
be with those outside with whom 
vmi have usual contact, let them 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Ocro= 
her 22) Now you see the best 
means by which you can have a' 
greater abundance and to spare 
of whatever practical and mats-. ; 
rial conditions v ou wan t in'vour 
UlcT ] 

SCORWO: (October 23 rb 
November 21) Be just as person- 
al as you want in letting whomev- 
er can aid you to ‘gain your 
cherished longings and wishes 
just what they arc and they be- - 
.come yours. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Your day and 
evening to quietly plan just how. 
you' would like your life and 
activities to channel in the future 
and to make first preparations, 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2(1) Take your persons 
desires to the attention of a 
purposeful and experienced, 
friend and get the assistance you.’ 
desire in making it yours. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Your day lo iron 
out whatever links ocpiir in your 
vocational activities in the world 
of activity and you can get help 
from biggest boss. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March * 
20) Be alert to all kinds of 
interesting and advanced means 
by which you will he able to 
expand your present interests Tar 
beyond what you hare, already. 


K . . 

d . 
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THE Daily Crossword by Kwmath V. Hoiden 


ACROSS 

1 Makes threefold 
8 Reno mUmt 

15 Pitching morion 
1C Spring (bum) 

17 School subject 
IB MuMdn's tower 

19 Atofl 

20 Senior 
22S*tVrmos 
23 Forever 

26 Make the — 
tSUCOMKfl 

29 Yale student 

30 Rayed flow 

34 Brink 

35 Row 
37 Gratify 

6CHH p iw a ly 

39 OriantaiB. afl. 

41 Faux pas 

42 Repudiatlone 
44 Singer Oavtp 
4SO»n* 

46 Out) of flquor 

47 Crock tenor 
49 Moderate* 

Si Fatigue 

54 Actress Mtaa 
57 Gunpowder 

Ingredient 
SB Aperture 
82 Open 
BtCtmrful 
56 Hampers 
67 Bedecked 
MMast- 
unrastraJned 
69 MlseWva 

DOWN 

Iftuter 

2 Vex 

3 Border 
AGomjMnaa 
3 Sd. room 

6 Blundered 

7 Hot so tag* 

8 Unbeatable rival 
6 Allan rulers 
lovemcie 

11 Psychiatry 
function 

12 Yankin' 

13 Suit to — 

T4 Errmaree 
2i 



C13U Tmuna MtO* Sima* Me. 
MRguDimi 


24 Mm 
25Mftyupt 
3t> Mnm tor sho 

27 levitated 

28 — ead. 

31 Mexican 

text 

32 Chopin opus 

33 Orchestra 
section 

36 CommurtcaHoi 
means: abUr. 
38 Doctors’ org- 
40 Tranamlswon 
itwaum 

43 Mon Italy 

44 Ore 
<8 Pom 
50 Declare 

52 Chips in 

53 Cat away 
5< Curtain 

95 SMor*s sabit 
» Used car. - 
maybe 

ffl Country road 
U Roman way 
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*63 Goofing drink 
65 Drunkard 
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; Kuwait’s traders want subsidies curbed 

• i». ^'pt, -KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's extensive subsidies and cha 
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■KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's extensive subsidies and change 
Chamber of Commerce and its attitude to employment if it- 
Industry« which represents in- is to cut its budget deficit, 
fluentia! business families, says “The scientific approach to- 
the government should ciirt> handling the economic prob- 
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JORUM SHU- BMC 

JORDAN ISLAMIC SAMS m 

WON DARK FOR UVnc A IRVSSmBRT 

BOSIMKSS BARK 

JORDAN IHV681MBNT A FINANCE BARK 
SKIT Etnu. 8AVXNQC INVESTMENT' PM HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK TOR IMVKSZHKRT J 
ARAB BARKING COMOIATIOK/ JORDAN 
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UN IT ED INSURANCE 


YA1M0UK INSURANCE G REIMS USANCE 

HOCjr LARD INSURANCE 

ARAB ORION URnmnOKU INSURANCE 

SHE KKnCWAL AKUA INSt/KANCS 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC TORO 

ZKB1D DISTRICT BUCTaiCXTT 

VEHICLES OWNERS TROBNATIOH 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN TOURISM « BPA COMPLEX 

KATIOHAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN XlCTEmAnORAL TRADING CENTER 

JORDAN PRESS FOOROAXXOM t ALRA‘1 

JORDAN THESE C PUBLISHING /AD-OUSTOOR 

UNITED FIDDLE CAST G CONMOOORB HOTELS 

arae nms. for investment g education 
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JORDAN PETROLEUM RznMABT 
THE-UDOmoAL CCMOBCZAL C ADtUCULTOHAL 
TUB JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MAI PF ACT URIMG 
TBS JORDAN PIPES MANDPACTURING 
THE PUBLIC MIN INC 

ARAB CBOECaU. DEZESOENTS INDUSTRIES 

snmnw c heaving 

RATIA IHODStRIEH 

Jordan olass i nd u s t r ies 

DAR AL PAHA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTM EN T 

ARAB INVESTMENT G XBERHATTOHAL TJUDI 

ARAB ALUMINIUM IXDUSTKX 

ARAB PKFEB CONVERTING A TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETKXaEXICAL INDDSTHIXS 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

0NIV1RSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES G HAXOI/JIMOO 

JORDAN -PRECAST CO U CHS IS m o liana 

BATIOBAL CABLE B HIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPHO-CHnUCRLB 

ARAB CENTER POR PBARM. S -CHEMICALS 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. TOR ABM. A POOD PROD. 

KANTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MOURN INDUSTRIES 
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JJ7, 050 

184.500 

184.500 

184.500 

13. JIB 

6.200 

6.200 

6.180 

3.772 

4,250 

4.2S0 

4.220 

20.311 

2.020 

2.020 

1.990 

29. IBS 

5.650 

5.690 

5.600 

20.926- 

3.170 

3.150 

3.120 

42.483 

1.640 

1.630 

1.640 

13,795 

4.430 

4.450 

4.450 

11,249 

4.780 

4.800 

4.750 

34.730 

4.350 

4.350 

’4.320 

1,248 

7.060 

7.150 

7.350 

3,325 

4.760 

4.750 

4.750 

76,048 

2.790 

1.790 

1.780 

3.209 

4.410 

4.400 

4.400 

13,589 

2.410 

2.410 

2.390 

2,139 

3.260 

2.420 

3.180 

32,834 

3.610 

3.620 

3.570 

4,373 

3.2S0 

3.200 

3.350 

9,000 

3.1SO 

3.250 

3.200 

48,640 

3.150 

3.200 

3.200 

2,947 

3.620 

3.500 

3.500 

107,321 

2.310 

2.330 

2.300 

14,522 

1.260 

1.260 

1.300 

12.475 
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6.700 

6. 700 

1.873 
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4.100 
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0.720 

0.72 0 

23,391 
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3.960 

3.960 

3,144 
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1.570 
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12.500 

13.900 
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13.800 
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2.200 
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3.350 

3.180 
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3,768 

1.710 

1.700 

1.710 

129,385 

2.970 

2.970 

2.940 

6,793 

10.000 

10.000 

9.950 

24,451 

7.700 

1.7D0 

7.600 

13,960 

10.750 

10.750 

10.790 

127,693 

8.300 

8.300 

8.190 

6,899 

3.620 

3.610 

3.610 

1.067 

2.800 

2.800 

2.800 

4,988 

20.900 

19.950 

19.950 

23,634 

2.970 

2.960 

2.960 

1, 586 

2.490 

2.440 

2.440 

10, 670 

0.350 

0.350 

0.360 

42,815 

IS. 350 

19.350 
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17.392 

2.490 

2.450 

2.470 

26,012 

10.200 

10.200 

10.150 

4,680 

1.550 

1.560 

1.570 

10,415 

0.390 

0.330 

0.330 

S03 

9.050 

5. 030 

5.030 
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3.550 

3.540 

3.-540 

12,540 

2.160 

2.200 

2.200 

6,863 

7.000 

7.150 

7.050 

10,367 

4.600 

4.560 

4.480 

2.882 

2.100 

1.10D 

1.110 

1,110 

0.370 

0.320 

0.370 

34,741 
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7.990 

2,347 
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3.610 

3.610 

27,659 

3.300 

3.300 

3.290 
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1.360 
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2.450 
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5.460 

2,013,465 

A 




NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL 
TRADED VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL 


Financial 

Markets 


Iordan Times 


il» 


Cairo Amman Bank 

(ML Potter in IntvwTOoml Markets 


Curran 

Nan yo*fc 
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— 

Tokyo 

Cfoje 
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Sfcrttag Pound'- .. 

L.4HSS,. 

• ,l.A8ib . 

Deutsche Mark 

1.7070 

1.7012 , .. 

Swiss Franc 

1.4485 

1.4496 

French Franc 

5.8115 

5.8120 •* 

Japanese Yen 

111.13 

111.30 

Earopeu Current Coil 

1.1323 

1.1327 •• 
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Correnci 

1 MTU 

3 MTH5 

6 MTHS 

11 MTHS 

UJi. Dollar 

3-12 

3.?* 

3.34 

3.68 

SktHbk Pound 

5 .62 

5.37 

4.18 

5.06 

Deutsche Mark 

6.56 

6.00 

5.68 

5.25 

Swb» Franc 

4.37 

3.93 

3.87 

4.43 

French Franc 

6.62 

6.43 

6.06 

5.56 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

US. Dollar 

0.7020 

0.7040 ~ 

Sterling Pound 

1.0438 

1.0490 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4106 

0.4121 

Swfcu Franc 

0.4838 

0.4862 

French Franc 

0. 1206 

0.1212 ■ 

Japanese Yen '- 

0.6302 

0.6334 

Dutch Guilder 

0.366 9 

0.3687 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira' 

0.0421 

0.0423 

Bctgfu Fr»c 

***** 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8370 

1.8710 

Leburae . Lira - - 

0.038520 

0.041410 

Saudi Riyal 

0 . ass 

0. 1885 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2250 

2.3200 

Qatari Riyal 

Q.19Q2 

0.1916 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2056 

0.2220 

Omani Riyal 

1.7900 


DAE Dirham 

0.1902 

0.1916 

Creek Drachma 

0.2830 

0.312 5 

Cypriot Pound . 


1.3835 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates tor 
leading worfd currencies and gold against die 
on. the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

U.S. $1.0$ casts 




One sterling 
One oancepf gold 


13440/50 

1.7064/74 

1.9104/14 

1.4490/00 

35.37/41 

5.8055/05 

1669.3/0.8 

111.33/42 

8.3326/26 

7.3985/85- 

6.6750/00 

$1.4885/95 

$38430085.00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen_ . 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


lem requires a fundamental 
change in the government's 
direct and indirect subsidies 
programme," Chairman Abdul 
Aziz A1 Saqer said in an annual 
statement made available to 
Reuters Wednesday. 

He said subsidies should be 
“limited to citizens with li- 
mited income in a way that 
would guarantee social jus- 
tice.” 

In recent months the govern- 
ment has repeatedly said it 
might impose taxes and fees 
for services. Education and 
health services and local tele- 
phone calls are free, power, 
bousing, water and petrol are 
heavily subsidised. 

Sheikh Saqer said the gov- 
ernment should look on em- 
ployment as a means of de- 
velopment and not purely as 
“means of distributing in- 
come”. About 90 per cent of 
Kuwait’s native work force is 
employed by the government. 

The country projects a 1.22 
billion dinars ($4.07 billion) 
deficit for the 1993/94 fiscal 
year and says it expects similar 


gaps for the tour following 

years. 

Economists say the govern- 
ment's finances, shrunk by 
Gulf war-related expenses, can 
best cope with the shortfalls by 
tackling civil service overstaf- 
fing and reducing or abolishing 
the generous subsidies and 
welfare benefits. 

Kuwait is considering ways 
of reducing its public sector 
wages bill — set this year at 
$3.9 billion, almost 30 per cent 
of total public expenditure — 
without cutting salaries. 

Sheikh Saqer said some of 
the decisions needed to reach 
“a strong balanced economy” 
might not be popular but were 
necessary. 

Economic policy should be 
based on “reviewing, in a fun- 
damental manner, the econo- 
mic role of the state and bring- 
ing it back to its basic princi- 
ples,”- he said. ’’(Decisions) 
need the cooperation of tall 
political streams and social 
groups to form a public opin- 
ion that understands their im- 
portance.” 


Morocco unveils $10b ’94 budget 


RABAT 1R) — Moroccan 
state spending next year will 
rise by more than 16 per cent 
to nearly $10 billion, with most 
increases going to defence, 
education and the creation of 
jobs. Finance Minister 
Mohammad Sagou has said. 

He told parliament the draft 
1994 budgets were designed to 
keep the treasury deficit below 
1.5 per cent of gross domestic 
product and to maintain infla- 
tion at a low level. Inflation in 
the first ten months of this year 
was an estimated 4.1 per cent. 

Servicing the foreign debt 
estimated by the World Bank 
at $21 billion will cost 27 billion 
dirhams (S2.S6 billion), an in- 
crease of 17.26 per cent over 
1993. Mr. Sagou said. 

Corporate and income taxes 
will be reduced. The maximum 
corporate tax is cut from 38 to 
37 per cent of profits. 

The highest income tax rate 
is down from 48 to 47 per cent 
and the tax-free floor is raised 
from 15.000 to 18.000 dirhams 


a year (SI. 580 to SI. 890). 

Mr. Sagou said total spend- 
ing. divided into ordinary and 
investment budgets, would be 
93.37 billion dirhams ($9.83 
billion), up by 16.55 per cent, 
and receipts 77.2? billion 
dirhams (($8.12 billion), an in- 
crease of 16.27 per cent. 

In the ordinary budget, de- 
fence spending is raised from 
8.4 to 9.4 billion dirhams ($992 
million), but budgets for 
education, health and other 
social services are also in- 
creased. 

The biggest share goes to 
education with 12.9 billion 
dirhams (SI. 35 biL.on) repre- 
senting 27 per cent of the total 
ordinary budget for running 
expenses. 

In the separate investment 
budget of 19 billion dirhams 
($2 billion), defence takes the 
lion's share with 2.8 billion 
dirhams (5295 million). 

Public works investments 
will also concentrate on dam 


and irrigation networks, roads 
and new electric power plants. 

Mr. Sagou said the adminis- 
tration will create 25.510 new 
jobs. King Hassan Monday 
told the government of Prime 
Minisrer Mohammad Karim 
Lamrani that an additional one 
billion dirhams ($105 million) 
would be devoted to a special 
fund to promote employment 
for young people. 

The fund will be financed 


out of *alc§ pf more than one 
hundred stare enterprises in a 
privatisation programme which 
officials have forecast will pro- 
duce S400 million a year over 
five years. 

The budgets are to he put to. 
vote before the end of the 
month by the chamber of rep- 
resentatives (parliament). The 
king has S 5 : * ,t is likely that a 

supplement'- fv budget will be. 
proposed month- 


MR. & MRS. JACK SABELLA 

Welcome to Jordan , 

Dr. Hideo Mugishima MD. PHD 

Department of Pediatrics at Nihon University 
School of Medicine Tokyo-Japan 
Who is visiting Amman to discuss the potential of 
cooperation between Japan and Jordan in' the 
area of “Cancer Treatment." 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


MCKMG. AJR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


* AAflIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 5Q4696 



Only 
The Best 

Many furnished andj 
unfurnished villas — I 
apartments for rent. 


The Hal Oriental Foot! in Town 
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Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


R ozena Restaurant 
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2CK off bar prices during above festivities 

UmI L— n-kidOwfc 



RESTAURANT 


- Chinese , Thai, Philtipino 
Indonisian S Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00 - 3 : 30 pm 
6:30-11: 30p.m 






2 nd Circle. Jabal Amman 
Opposite French loar 

Tel- 6534S2 


Club Restaurant 


816690 

XMAS EVE 

Special Dinner Menu 

XMAS DAY 

Special Lunch Menu 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Merry Christmas 
& happy aew year 
Enjoy our. sp. menue 
on Christmas day 
11 lunch 
Christmas, Carols 
played on the piano 

Tel 680093/4. 

Fax 823864 
Shmeisam-Near Babtsh 
Amman-Jordan 






PEKING 

restaurant 

AlllHENJlC CHINESE-CiaSNE 
Elegant 
Colorful 
Atmosphere^ 

Moderate 
Prices. 

StvneisonJ 

Tel 660250 
opendaiy 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sheet. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 918214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 





.3* 


Quit 

' 120 

Autheniic 
Chinese efishes, 
from aB great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of Chiia. 
Prepared by «r 


V '.-r- Open daty tor 

lunch & dinner 

AUllli TAe mj Kivwa 

UrfINA Jabal Al Hussen 

house 

T*L CSMN4 


Restaurant 


# 

SZEEHWftN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
SkSed Chinese Chefs 

| Opcatl-JB-TJO&m-lfrixtk | 

Take away is available 

Sat At-Arab Street 

Urn Uthalnah Commercial Centra 

Tel.: 861174 

nCftce luted Always uved 
#3======== 
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MNtlkBaCoBarln 
SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make yon 
a steady , we bdkveH! 
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Veritable Cuisine Frangaise 
Live Entertainment 




DesLauranl. & Tapas 

Jebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



m 

atmosphere! 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly Fratn MD PJI to SM AJll 
Except Sunday Frond JM PJI fo3J0 AM] 
TuMKfay CloMd 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Midlie East Hotel - Shmesaui 



Daily Lunch 
SeC 7?£e*cu* 



Parole 


- J ■ i 1 j r i Siif-f m >:;■ i ic; h! !)■ ; 

Tel:HL'-1h77 



AVIS 


We try harder. 



2£ 699-420 


S1UDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

* JVMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free eHtlsrgo- 

ssseust 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604Of2 
Swefieh td: 823891 


The First data Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


nAirnm 

il^sqlfls 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 632434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Si fystmimnt *Witf 
Sin Artistic Sim6iance 


entmo 

KESTAUiaiT 
j ab i nm tu i nror rwru 



Special Executive I 

Take awav service , 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-71.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia 

TowanJs 3rd circle 


Tel- 659519 659520 


Happy Hour 

At 

f rom 6 to S pm. 
one drink free for 
each drink 
y <■ > Ii/lfir rcsi'i roliu/is 
t . I M’/r, 71!2 - 6661-la 

- iXrxt to 
Sight «.t Sound 


a 

1 



klm exotic 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN' 

5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 





CALL fflSHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 ! 69"IS1 
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Fighting rages in Sarajevo, central 


Bosnia; talks begin in Brussels 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — . 
The United Nations 'said 
Wednesday Serb gunners 
pounded Sarajevo and 
Muslim-led forces launched an 
offensive in central Bosnia as 
peace talks ii. Brussels offered 
some hope of z breakthrough. 

While Bosnian rivals negoti- 
ated) over a proposed peace 
map; Serb soldiers fired artil- 
lery rounds on the besieged 
Bosnian capital in the heaviest 
attack in two months, a U.N. * 
spokesman in the city said 
Wednesday. 

In central Bosnia. Muslim- 
led Bosnian army soldiers 
launched an artillery and infan- 
try assault on Croats in central 
Bosnia near Vitez. U.N. offi- 
cials and witnesses said. 

Reuter journalists in the 
Croat-dominated walled town 
of Vitez said residents spotted 
Bosnian army troops moving 
towards Croat positions before 
dawn Wednesday, triggering 
fighting. 

Doctors at nearby Nova Bila 
field hospital said one child 
had been killed by shrapnel 
and 28 people wounded, in- 
cluding 23 Croat soldiers. 

United Nations observers re- 
corded 1,500 shells landing in 
Sarajevo Tuesday and said 226 


rounds hit the shell-shattered 
city overnight until 9 a.m. 
(0800 GMT) Wednesday. 

Six were killed and 26 
wounded in the capital in Tues- 
day’s fighting, U.N. Major 
Idesbald Van Biesebroeck 
said. 

At peace discussions in 
Brussels, international 
mediator Lord Owen said he 
was pushing for a settlement of 
the 20-month civil war by 
Christmas. 

“We are absolutely deter- 
mined if it is at all possible to 
reach a settlement before 
Christmas,” Lord Owen told 
reporters. 

Lord Owen, his fellow 
mediator Thorvald Stoltenberg 
and Serb. Croat and Muslim 
leaders flew from Geneva after 
talks Tuesday that focused on 
new Serb-Croat plans to parti- 
tion Bosnia. 

Although Bosnia's Muslims 
said in Geneva early Wednes- 
day that they could not agree 
to the Serb-Croat plan. Bos- 
nia's ambassador to the United 
Nations, Mohammad Sacirbey, 
said the map was unacceptable 
but represented a sign of prog- 
ress. 

“We are certainly closer. We* 
still have not managed to close 


that final gap. but there is a 
real possibility that something 
positive could come out of all 
of this,’* Mr. Sacirbey said on 
British television. 

Serbs were mainly responsi- 
ble for the heavy shelling of 
Sarajevo Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Maj. Van Bieseb- 
roeck,- a spokesman for the 
United Nations Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR). said. 

“It was the heaviest level of 
shelling in the past two 
months. We can only assume 
they are trying to put pressure 
on the negotiations." he said. 

Most of the .she I ling Tuesday 
occurred to the north and west 
of the city, in the suburbs of 
Zuc and Rajlovac. Shelling 
Wednesday morning centred 
again on Zuc. a desolate hill- 
top battlefield overlooking key 
roadways in and around the 
city. 

Maj. Van Biesebroek’s- regu- 
lar morning press briefing was 
punctuated by i)ie sound of 
regular explosions on nearby 
Zuc. Reporters leaving the 
U.N. compound 'could see 
shells slamming into a residen- 
tial hillside less than 2.000 
metres to the north. ' 

‘ Maj. Van Biesebroeck also 
expressed concern over Serb 
refusal to allow humanitarian 



aid convoys to pass through 
their checkpoints on the way to 
civilians trapped by fighting. 

He said the Serbs had stop- 
ped a convoy to the besieged 
Muslim enclave of Gorazde 
Tuesday and had turned 
around most of a convoy head- 
ing from Belgrade to Sarajevo. 

The European Community 
(EC) threatened Wednesday 
to tighten economic sanctions 
against Serbia unless the Serbs 
make territorial concessions to 
end -the conflict in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

The threat was made by Wil- 
ly Claes, Belgian chairman of 
the EC Council of Foreign 
WSnisters. 

He was speaking during a 
meeting between EC foreign 
ministers and the leaders of the 
warring parties in Bosnia. 

Mr. Claes also called for a 
Christinas truce; saying: “We 
dare to hope that Christmas 
will be marked by a cessation 
of- hostilities and by a huma- 
nitarian truce, which could 
subsequently be consoli- 
dated." 

He said the EC ministers 
intended to identify the parties 
holding up the peace process at 
the end of Wednesday's meet- 
ing if there was no break- 
through. 




inhabitants of the flooded village of Borgbaren in the sooth of the Netherlands are evacuated 


from their homes (AFP photo) 


Floodwaters hit new levels in Europe 



South African MPs pass 
new constitution 


CAPE TOWN (AP) — The 
white-led parliament over- 
whelmingly approved a new 
constitution ■ Wednesday giv- 
ing, blacks and whites equal 
rights for the first time.; 

The document, vehemently 
opposed by pro-apartheid 
white groups, replaces a con- 
stitution that for generations 
.denied the black majority the 
right to* vote, hold political 
office, or have any voice in 
national affairs. 

“Now, for the first time, the 
■ future holds the promise of a 
brighter tomorrow.” ANC 
President Nelson Mandefe said 
hr a-written_statement Issued 
by ANC headquarters in 
Johannesburg. Mr. Mandela 
was en route to a Christmas 
vacation in the Bahamas. 

- President F.W. De Klerk’s 
government and the African 
National Congress, the coun- 
try’s "main black group, worked 
out the new constitution during 
two years of negotiations and 
heralded its approval. But 
right-wing whits warned of a 
violent backlash. 

“This constitution is a mons- 
ter," said the leader of the 
pro-apartheid Conservative 
Party, Ferdi Hartzenberg, 
whose supporters stood up in 
parliament and sang the Afri- 
kaner ' national anthem. Die 
Stem, just before the vote. 


. “Our liberation struggle will 
start and it will end in a suc- 
cess." he warned earlier. 

The vote was 237 in favour 
and 45 opposed. 

Shouts of anger erupted 
from the Conservatives' seats 
as they saw their efforts to 
force last-minute amendments 
to the document quashed. In 
addition to the conservatives, 
several white members of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party, the 
ANC’s rival, opposed the con- 
stitution. 

The groups, part of the anti- 
ANC Freedom Alliance, had 
.sought changes that woud have 
J, w eakened the powers of .the 
central' government and 
allowed the possibility of a 
white homeland, or “Volk- 
staat," and autonomous re- 
gions. 

The government and ANC 
held out the possibility the 
constitution could be amended 
early next year if their foes 
agree to recognise its legitima- 
cy and participate in the coun- 
try’s first non-racial elections 
April 27. 

Speaking Wednesday morn- 
ing, Mr. Hartzenberg said the 
constitution could not bring 
peace because it did not satisfy 
groups represented by the 
Freedom Alliance. 

“The fact that the Afrikaner 
nation, the Zulu nation and the 
Tswana nation are not 
accommodated means there is 
not a solution at this stage.” he 
said. Afrikaners are descen- 
dants of the early white set- 
tlers, while Zulus and Tswanas 
are two of the country’s major 
black tribes. 


BONN (AFP) — Floodwaters 
have hit hard in at least four 
Western European countries 
after the worst rain in decades, 
leaving four dead in Germany 
where a sudden freeze could 
make things worse only a few 
days before Christmas. 

Forecasts of more rain 
caused worries both there and 
in Belgium, the Netherlands ■ 
and France after hundreds 
were evacuated or marooned 
on the upper floors of their 
homes awaiting rescue. 

The Rhine and its tributaries 
hit record highs early Wednes- 
day, flooding Heidelberg and 
Sarrebruck and threatening 
Cologne where it was rising 
eight centimetres (3.2 inches) 
an houT. Firemen feared Col- 
ogne's old town would be 
flooded by nightfall. 

The B9 Highway between 
Bonn and Koblenz was dosed 
at several points and shipping 
was stopped on the Rhine, 
with no feny crossings on the 
60-kilometre (37-miles) stretch ■ 
south of the capital where 
there are no bridges. 

In the historic old town of 
Heidelberg, the Neckar River 


was dropping after hitting its 
high of the century overnight 
at 9. 8-metre (more than 32 
feet), forcing firemen to evacu- 
ate several people stranded in 
ground-floor apartments. 

The Saar had risen to 9.2 
metres (30 feet), nearly seven 
metres (23 feet) above its nor- 
mal level, flooding several 
areas of Sarrebruck. 

Bavaria in southern Ger- 
many was also under water 
with extensive damage re- 
ported in several cities and 
communications lines down. 

On Tuesday, three motorists 
and a building worker were 
killed in gales and torrential 
rains in Germany. 

In Belgium, tens of 
thousands of homes were 
flooded in a 50- kilometre (30- 
mile) strip along the border 
from the coast to Luxembourg, 
forcing hundreds to leave for 
dryer grounds. Roads were 
blocked and the canals swollen 
’in picturesque Bruges, known 
as the Venice of the north. 

Though water level along 
- the southern strip were starting 
to drop Wednesday, the Meuse 
in eastern Belgium was rising 


Wednesday four centimetres 
(1.6 inches) an hour, officials 
said. 

On the Dutch side of the 
Meuse, about 30 of the worst- 
hit residents in the village of 
Itteren were evacuated over- 
night, while five Dutch navy 
helicopters tried to reach 
others after strong currents 
swept a rescue hovercraft off 
track. 

The 1,500 residents in 
Itteren and three other nearby 
villages have been living int 
their upper stories for the last 
few days. 

In Maastricht, water was 15 
centimetres (about six inches) 
high on some streets though 
authorities said the situation 
was under control. 

Flooding also hit several 
towns in northern France 
Wednesday, particularly along 
the Moselle in the northeast. 
Though many rivers were on 
the decline, more rain was 
expected during the day. 

The worst hit was the Aisne ' 
Department where 170 pa- 
tients bad to be -evacuated 
from a hospital in the Oise 
Valley. 


SEOUL (R) — U.N. 
-Secretary-General Boutros 


■Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said Wednesday North 
Korea’s suspected nuclear 
weapons programme could 
threaten not just regional 
security but also the global 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 

“I believe that this crisis is 
dangerous not only for the 
region here, but the way the 
crisis will be solved will have 
an impact on the renewal of 
the NPT in 1995 and all prob- 
lems of proliferation,” he told 
a Tokyo news conference be- 
fore arriving in Seoul. 

The secretary-general is in 
South Korea for an official visit 
prior to a “ground-breaking 
trip across the cold war frontier 
for Christmas talks in Pyon- 
gyang on North Korea's nuc- 
lear intentions. 

Dr. Ghali is to meet South 
Korean Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Joo later in the day and 
President Kim Young-Sam 
Thursday before heading 


North to Pyongyang on Christ- 
mas Eye. 

A- South Korean Foreign 
Mirisitry spokesman said no 
specific topics had been fixed 
for the Seoul talks. 

Dr. Ghali will be the first 
U.N. chief to enter Stalinist 
North Korea across the 
heavily-fortified inter-Korean 
border. 

In Tokyo he said he did not 
have a mandate from the U.N. 
Security Council or any U.N. 
member state, including the 
United States, to negotiate 
with North Korea. 

■“This is a personal initia- 
tive,” he said. “I will offer my 
good offices. I will make a 
goodwill visit to understand 
what the elements of the crisis 
are.” 

He said he was ready to 
convey any message from 


convey any message from 
North Korea to the countries 
involved in the nuclear dis- 
pute. 

The United States and other 
countries have accused North 


Korea of secretly developing 

nudea^W&appn*,. i .v ,.i- * • ; 

The North flatly denied this, 
but" it rattled the world in 
March by withdrawing from 
the nuclear safeguards treaty 
to avoid international inspec- 
tion of two nuclear sites in 
Yongbyon, north of its capital 
Pyongyang. 

The abrupt announcement 
raised fears it was developing 
nuclear weapons. 

Pyongyang later agreed to 
suspend its withdrawal after 
accepting high-level talks with 
Washington. 

Although Dr. Ghali will be 
the first U.N.chief since 1979 
to go to isolated North Korea, 
Pyongyang’s official media 
have not mentioned his visit. 

South Korea says it has 
proposed a meeting with 
Northern officials at the border 
hamlet of Pan mini jom Thurs- 
day to discuss providing secur- 
ity and convenience for the 
cross-border trip, but it is still 
awaiting a response. 
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])i The Exotic 5 - Star And Not Faraway PEKING 


X - MAS EVE DINNER 24/12/93 
~ Soothing Live Entertainment 
- Peking’s Chefs Special Dishes With 
Traditional Turkey And X- Mas Cake 

- Valet parking 

- 1 5 Jd's / Ticket 


X - MAS FAMILY LUNCH 25/12/93 
- Special Lunch Menu With Turkey And 
X - Mas Cake 

- Christmas Carols And Live-Band 
- 15 id’s /Ticket 


RING IN THE NEW YEAR IN PEKING 

Enjoy Our Selection Of Authentic Chinese 
Cuisine Presented tn The Most .Elegant 
Way , -White Our 6- Piece Band Keeps You Entertained 
-^Throughout The Night With A Rich 
Variety Of Arabic , Spanish And Evergreen Music 
. . . A a Start The New Year In Style With 
. ’ V . c Our. Gourmet Chinese Breakfast 
-Valet Parking 

-35 JD'S /TICKET 


TEL. 

660250 

660258 
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WASHINGTON (R) — .New 
allegations of marital infideli- 
ties by President Bill Ginton 
has picked up pace. 

The allegations about Mr. 
Clinton's womanising, first 
published by a small conserva- 
tive magazine Sunday, caught 
fire, leading network news 
broadcast and winning front- 
page coverage in major news- 
papers. 

“The most important thing is 
that the story has legs.” said 
political commentator Mark 
Shields in a discussion of the 
issue on the Public Television 
Sendee's McNcil/Lehrer News- 
hour. 

On the same programme, 
analyst Linda Chavez said the 
scandal was about “sex, lies 
and telephone calls.” 

It was not immediately clear 
how the scandal would affect 
Mr. Ginton. who had seen his 
public approval ratings rise 
sharply in the past two weeks 
following good eoonomic news 
and some prominent foreign 
successes, including the nego- 
tiation of a new global trade 
pact. 

The allegations came from 
Roger Perry and Larry Patter- 
son, two Arkansas state troop- 
ers who provided security for 
Mr. Clinton when he was gov- 
ernor. 

They alleged having driven 
him to secret sex assignations 
with several .women, lining up 
women for him, booking hotel 
rooms and lying about her hus- 
band's whereabouts to Hillary 
Rodham Ginton. They said 
this behaviour even continued 
after Mr. Clinton was elected 
president in November 1992. 

"We were more than body- 
guards. We had to lie. cheat 


and cover up for that man,” 
Mr. Patterson, who spent five 
years as a Ginton security per- 
son, was quoted by the Los 
Angeles Times .as saying. > 

Leonard Downie Jr., execu\ 
five editor of the Washington'^ 
Post, which reported the \ 
allegations on its front page 
Tuesday, said: “Extramarital 
affairs is not the subject of our 
reporting. The subject of our 
reporting is the question of 
whether or not Bill Clinton, as 
governor and now as presi- 
dent, has in any way used 
government resources and 
power in any connection with 
his private life that would be 
improper." 

Mr. Ginton himself has not 
responded to the charges but 
White House officials insist 
there is nothing new in them 
that did not emerge during the 
presidential campaign. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton , in 
an interview with Reuters 
Tuesday, said the ailegations 
were financially and politically 
motivated and would “end up 
in rhe garbage can.” 

“My husband's presidency 
speaks for itself, and what he 
has done in just one year for 
America... ultimately, that's 
how the American people are 
going to judge, not some story 
that somebody promotes for 
their own financial gain or be- 
cause they have a political ven- 
detta,” she said. 

Complicating the picture 
was the disclosure that Mr. 
Ginton, apparently aware that 
such stories.might emerge, had 
called several Arkansas state ■ 
troopers in an effort to per- 
suade them to keep quiet. 

The. charges have rekindled 
a controversy about Mr. Gin- 


ton's 'alleged womanising that 
dogged him in last year's cam- 
paign. 

Gennifer Flowers, a one- 
time cabaret singer and Arkan- 
sas state employee, sparked 
the controversy early in Mr. 
Clinton’s turbulent race for the 
presidency by alleging she had 
had an adulterous relationship, 
wkh -Mr. -Clinton. She is the 
only woman to make such a 
claim. 

The latest flare-up, coupled 
with fresh-questions being 
raised about Mr. Clinton's 
financial dealings with a failed 
Arkansas savings and loan in- 
stitution while he was gov- 
ernor, are apparently not 
something that could drive Mr. 
Ginton from office. 

They have, however, 
threatened to stall his new- 
found momentum. 

Mrs. Clin ton,, looking back 
on her family's turbulent first 


offered an unstinting defence 
of her mate of 18 years. 

Mrs. Ginton, in a bright red 
jacket and black slacks, was 
cheerful and friendly during 
the 20-minute interview with 
Reuters- It took place in the 
diplomatic reception room, a 
small salon in the residential 
part, of the White House. 

While the interview touched 
on the charges of two former 
bodyguards who claim they 
helped facilitate trysts for the 
president when he was gov- 
ernor, the main focus was on 
how the Clinton family has 
adjusted to Washington. 

Asked what was the hardest 
part of it, Mrs. Ginton said: 
“Learning about what a big 
stage this really is.” 

But she said her greatest 
satisfaction was “that my fami- 
ly has gotten settled in here," 
and that her husband's firsi- 


year in the White House, said 
Tuesday the bieeest adiust- 


Tuesday the biggest adjust- 
ment to presidential life was 
“learning what a big state this 
really is.” 

“I was gratified to learn that 
no one who’s ever been here 
feels like they were fully pre- 
pared,” she said. "Getting 
used to the expectations... th- 
ose were things that we really 
valued and worked hard on." 

The first lady's comments 
came as President Clinton 
struggled to extinguish a poli- 
tical firestorm sparked by the 
renewed charges of womanis- 
ing. 

As she did in a now-famous 
CBS “60 Minutes” television 
interview after the Gennifer 
Flowers controversy burst into 
the headlines during the 1992 
presidential race. Mrs. Ginton 


m 

year accomplishments on the 
economic front “are being 
appreciated by the American 
people." 


When a reporter suggested 
that the Clintons’ long working 
hours were burdensome, Mrs 
Ginton replied with a half-sigh 
"yeah,” but said that in some 
ways it was easier for her and 
her husband and 13 -year-old 
daughter to have a personal 
life in the White House. 

"It’s, like living above the 
sfore because in many ways the 
fact that the president's office 
is just down the corridor means 
that he's home for dinner 
more, means that Chelsea can 
run over there to have him 
help with her homework, 
means mat we can see 
other during the day,” she 
said. 


Disabled girl gets 
wish— a day • 
without teasing 


Ghali voices deep concern over N. Korea 


FORT WAYNE, Indiana 
(AP) — Santa Claus brought 
her the doll she pined for. But 
it was Amy Hagadorn's class- 
mates who gave the disabled 
third-grader her Christmas 
wish: A day without teasing, * 
Amy. who has cerebral palsy, 
confided her wish in a letter to 
Santa mailed to radio station 
WJLT-FM and read on the air 
last week. “X have a problem at 
school,” she wrote in. pencil. 
“Kids laugh at me because of 
the way 1 walk and ran and 
talk. “I have cerebral palsy. I 
just want one day where no 
one laughs at me or makes fun 
of me:” Last Friday, Amy’s 
classmates at South Wayne 
Elementary School held a spe- 
cial day in her honour, .grant- 
ing her request, teacher Gusan 
Danec said. The radio station, 
meanwhile invited Aniy to its 
broadcast Tuesday, and 
arranged for Santa to drop by 
with the 3-foot-taII (1-metre) f 
Barbie doll she wanted; Mayor 
Paul Helmke proclaimed Tues- 
day as Amy Hagadom Day. “I 
think I had my Christmas to- 
day,” a delighted Amy said. 
Since Amy's letter was widely 
reported, the 9-year-old has 
gotten cards, letters, gifts and 
calls from as -far away as Eng- 
land. In Kansas, residents of a 
group home for people with 
cerebral palsy want to become 
Amy's pen pals. A Toronto 
mother whose son was born 
with half a skull is sending a 
videotape on how children 
should act around people with 
disabilities. And a Tennessee 
woman said she planned to use 
Amy's story in her Sunday 
school class. “This has' been 
great for her, and for her self- , 
esteem,” Amy's mother, Patti, l 
said. It's touched the lives of so 
many. ... The response has 
been overwhelming.” So over- 
whelming, in fact, that Mrs. 
Hagadom and her husband, 
Jim, worry that the outpouring 
may obscure the broader, mes- 
sage in Amy's letter. All peo- 
ple should be treated with 
compassion. 


Italian movie 
remains banned 
jn N. Zealand 


i^ELLINGYON (Afrp) — f A 
4frove to get a 17-year-old ban 


Allegations on Clinton draw growing media attention 


on an Italian film lifted failed 
Wednesday after viewers at a 
special screening in Wellington 
decided the movie was “repel- 
lent.” Salo: 120 Days Of So- 
dom was die last film made by 
Italian film director Pier Paolo 
Pasolini. Made in 1975, it is set 
in the Nad-controlled town of 
Salo, Italy, in 1944 and is an 
attack on fascism. In it, four 
dignitaries organise mass 
arrests of the town's youth, 
who are then subjected to 
sadistic sexual torture and . 
murdered. The film was pre- 
viously rejected for screening 
by the film censors in 1976. 
The application to have the 
film reclassified was made by 
Australian distribution com- 
pany Premium Films. A special 
screening was held last week 
for 24 members of the public, 
including representative of 
Women Against Pornography, 
the National Council of 
Women, the Commissioner 
For _ Children, Victoria Uni- 
versity’s Italian Department, a 
police psychologist, film- 
makers and film reviewers. 
Chief film censor Jane Wright- ' 
son’s report said all at thq 

screening described the film as , 

“Repellent," the unanimous’? 
decision of the film censors 
office was to keep the ban. "In 
essence, the artistic and cultu- 
ral elements, while undeniably 
present, do not sufficiently 
outweigh the other criteria in 
order that classification be- 
comes a realistic option," the 
report said. 


So much 
bitterness over 
9weet 
honey 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 
Chinese honey, which mei 
out one fifth of U.S. den 
for the sweetened last yea 
jeopardising U.S. beekect 
businesses, the U.S. bite 
uonal trade commission 
Tuesday. Imports of h< 
m>m China are surging 
disrupting the U.S fnai 

the announcement char 
without giving figures a 
than last year’s. Chinese s 
ments of honey last yeai 
some of it blends of nai 
and artificial honey — i 
worth $26.1 million. US . 
?VJ^«bw*ght 135.4 mil 
kdos (298.5 million pound 
^ 1*>2. 52 million I 
ivi® million pounds) 
which was shipped from o 

wheduled a public meetini 
the honey issue for Jan. - 
WU recommend to Pres* 
BMl Ginton three days 1 
to slap a new im 

*EL£ honey, c 

restrict imports in ano 
way. . 
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Jordan basketball season nears end 


-By Aieea Bannayan 

Special /ft) the Jordan Times 

AMMAN ■ — Less than a week 
remains for the 1993 basketball 
season to be completed- giving 
fans and players a brief break 
before ; the Jordan Basketball 
Federation issues the 1994 
calendar of events. 

In the final week of action 
three matches are scheduled 
for Friday, the most interesting 
of which is the Watani-Hossein 
dash in which Al Hussein will 
toy to avenge their first round 
SO-TO loss to Al Watani iir 
double overtime. 

Al Hussein this year ceded 
fifth place to Al Watani se- 
cured their position an unex- 
pected 83-80 win over Al Jalil. 

Al Watani lately, beat Al 
Wifaq 71-37 and will now seek 
to score a second victory over 


Al Hussein to challenge Al" 
Jalil for fourth place. However 
they will have to score a big 
victory over Al Hussein to 
accomplish that ambition. 

In another match Al Ashra- 
fieh, who lost 86-51 to A! 
Hussein in their latest match, 
will face third-place Al Jazireh. 

Al Jazireh had won their 
first round encounter 103-47 
agamst-Ai Ashrafieh and are 
expected to repeat an easy 
victory over the newcomers 
who have already been rele- 
gated. 

In the third match of the 
day, winless Al Wifaq will take 
on fourth-placed Al Jalil who 
lately lost 112-51 to former 
champions Al Orthodox!. 

During the first round Al 
Jalil had scored a 105-40 vic- 
tory over Al Wifaq who have 
joined Al Ashrafieh on their 


way back to the second divi- 
sion. 

The only unbeaten team, tit- 
leholders Al Ahli. have no 
matches prior to their much- 
anticipated clash with al-time 
rivals Al Orthodoxi on Dec. 
29. 


They beat Al Jazireh 88-54 
in the final rehearsal for the 
match and title of the year . 

Al Orthodox! whose only 
loss was 70-60 to Al Ahli in the 
first round final, are scheduled 
to meet Al Wifaq in a post- 
poned match on Dec. 27. 


Standings 


Ahfi 

Orthodoxi 

Jazireh 

JaGl 

Watani 

Hussein 

Ashrafieh 

Wifaq 


p 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

13 

13 

— 

1307 

608 

26 

12 

11 - 

1 

1170 

716 

23 

13 

9 

4 

1015 

894 

22 

13 

6 

7 

992 

919 

19 

13 

6 

7 

841 

984 

19 

13 

4 

■9 

931 

1005 

17 

13 

2 

11 

626 

1199 

15 

12 

— 

12 

486 

1045 

12 


^Al Orthodoxi and Al Wifaq have a postponed match. 
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LECH, Austria (Agencies) 
Austrian Hannes Trinkl left 
the big names of Alpine skiing 
trailing in a super-G Wednes- 
day — his first World Cup win. 

. -Trinkl, among the unfancied 
runners with start number 51, 
shot down the 1.7 kms 
Kriegerhom Piste in one mi- 
nute 4.42 seconds. 

A surprise was on the cards 
when another late-starter, Ita- 
ly’s Werner Oerathoner, had 
set the pace with 1:05.02 from 
41st plaJre in the order. Trinkl 
nudged him into second place. 

Driving snow and a steady 
wind eared after the first 15 
minutes of the race, favouring 
competitors like Trinkl as he 
attacked the 30 gates of the 460 
metres drop. 

Norway’s Kjetil-andre 
Aamodt came eight and gained 
fiist'place in the overall cham- 


pionship from absent Italian 
showman Alberto Tomba. 

Trinkl’s previous best World 
Cup efforts were third places in 
two downhills last season. 

The result made up for the 
disappointing performance of 
Lech-born Olympic champion 
Patrick Ortlieb, who made a 
major error seconds after leav- 
ing the start and failed to fin- 
ish. Ortlieb was suffering from 
influenza and spent Tuesday in 
bed. 

Reigning overall champion 
Marc Girardelli had to settle 
for fifth place. 

Katja cafrahese them bop- 
P«»g 

Meanwhile Katja Koren of 
Slovenia gate-crashed the par- 
ty in Flacnav, Austria Wednes- 
day to win her first World Cup- 


race in the women’s super 
giant slalom. 

She won the last race before 
the Christmas break in lmin. 
15.62sec. to deny Bibiana 
Perez of Italy and world cham- 
pion Katja Seizin ger of Ger- 
many. 

Perez thought here 1:15.70 
was good enough to clinch her 
first win while Seizinger was 
seeking her first win this sea- 
son. 

The 2l-year-oid German 
timed 1:15.87 for the bumpy 
course which was turned into 
an icer ink by Tuesday’s rain. 

However the course became 
easier as the day wore on and 
the sun got to work. 

Sweden's 1988 Olympic 
champion Pemilla Wiberg of 
Sweden, who went 21st. just 
after Perez, eventually finished 
sixth. 


Morena Gallizio of Italy and 
Alenka Dovzan of Slovakia, 
two other late starters, leap- 
frogged her. . . 

Austria's Anita Wachter 
finished 15th and saw her 
World Cup lead over Eiberg 
cut to 14 points. 

Canada's world downhill 
champion Kate Pace was fas- 
test through the first in- 
termediate section before 
skiing off. 

The North American skiers 
were unhappy when Tuesday's 
race was postponed because 
they were unsure about rear- 
ranging their flights back home 
for Christmas. 

“Before the start! heard my 
teammate Alenka Dovzan had 
had a really good run,” Koran 
said. “That I started to believe 
I could go all the way.” 




Malian morie 
remains bant- 
N. Ze3fand 

¥ . • .v . 






Kevin Keegan joins front 

runners, for England job 


V»- 


LONDON (AFP) — Kevin 
Keegan joined Terry Venables 
and Howard Kendall among 
the front rennets, for the vacant 
•England manager’s job 
Wednesday after ,a dramatic 
' chance <5f heart by Newcastle 
Chairman Sir Johaui Hall. 

‘ Until, now,- Sir John had 
; ruled out releasing Keegan 
from his new three-year con- 
tract as Newcastle manager. 

However, the St James’ Park 
Chairman indicated Wednes- 
day that he would not be 
against the former England 
skipper helping the national 
; ride on a part-time basis. 

“My first job is to Newcastle 
United, but at the same time I 
have to be a chairman who is 
. responsible for .the England 
team and I'm not against help- 
ing out if. at all possible,” he 
said. 

“Kevin Keegan cannot be 
released on a full-time basis, 
but- I’m - not against helping 
England if they come up with 
. any other formula. 

“I’ve been criticised in the 
* past for saying I would not help 


England, but that has never 
been the situation.” 

Jimmy Armfield, appointed 
by the Football Association to 
--headhunt for a successor to 
Graham Taylorj^elclfined Sir 
-' John's comments, as he. has 
always been a fan of Keegan. 

“It’s the first I’ve heard of 
this, but that response is exact- 
ly what I’ve wanted to hear — 
to be prepared to help England 
is what I want from any dub,” 
he said. 

But Armfield admitted that 
the idea of a part-time appoint- 
ment had not been considered. 

“With regard to Kevin 
Keegan, it’s the first I’ve 
thought about it,” he added. “I 
hadn't really thought about 
anyone on a part-time basis to 
be honest. 

“This is completely new and 
I would have to talk to the rest 
of the committee and the chair- 
man, and see if there's going to 
be any change. 

“If there's going to be any 
approach, it would be from the 
chairman of the FA direct to 
Sir John.” 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAJUF 
& TAfMAH HFRSCH 
BINS Triune Mk*b Service*. me. 


WHAT’S THE HURRY? 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

north 

* A K Q 6 
99 5 4 
0 A85 

■ ♦ A"Q 7 
WEST EAST 

*10 52 . *974 

9 8 9 Q 6 2 

C J1097620KQ3 
* 10 93 * K J 6 5 

SOUTH 

* J8 3 

9 A K J 10 7 3 
.04 
*84 2 
The bidding: 

North East South - West 

1 * Pass 1 9 Pass 

2 NT -P«e 4 9 Pass 

5 9 , Pam 6 9 Pass - 

Pass Pass 

Opening had: .Jack of 0 
The lazy declarer takes a finesse 
cause it’s there. The winning de- 
clarer Riots for’ a way to improve the 
odds avw {he go percent offered by 

the finesse, t • 

South’s, jump to four hearts 
showed nothing but long hearts and 
enough to contract for game. With 
almost afl prime values and three- 
card trump support. North inquired 
about the quality of South’s trumps 


by raising over gaine and South cer- 
tainly had the values to go on to 
slam. 

Declarer won the diamond jack in 
dummy and cashed the ace and king 
of hearts, normal play with nine 
cards in the suit, to find out there 
was a trump loser. One dub could be 
discarded on a spade, but there 
seemed no chance other than the 
dub finesse to land the slam, so 
declarer led a dub to the queen 
forthwith— down one- 

Let's see what would happen if 
declarer postponed commi tting to a 
finesse. After winning the ace of 
diamonds at trick one, declarer 
should ruff a diamond. When the 
ace and king of hearts reveal that 
declarer must lose a trump, declarer 
can cross to a high spade and ruff 
the table's remaining di a mond . Now 
declarer runs the spades. 

It does not help East to ruff the 
fourth spade, so the defender dis- 
cards a dub. Now declarer exits with 
a trump and East, in with the queen, 
is endplayed and forced to lead a 
dub into dummy’s major tenaca, 
giving declarer the fulfilling trick. 

What if East had another dia- 
mond? Declarer ruffs and eon still 
*fall back on the dub finesse. 


Agassi out of Australian Open 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Andre Agassi has scuttled organisers 
hope of his long-awaited debut at the Australian Open by 
announcing his withdrawal from the year's opening tennis 
Grand Slam. 

Last year’s Wimbledon champion announced through the 
International Management Group (IMG) here he had a wrist 
operation early this week and would be out of action for up to 
a month. 

The 23-year-old, American, one of few modern-day teryys 
players with crowt^pul.ling apgea^ has.^yejptx^ play in tl£ , 
Australian Open" last year he -cried offjyajth -.an' attack • pf ‘ 
tonsillitis.., r -*• . ■ t- . . . ’ , 

Richard Krajicek might also be forced to pull out after 
recent knee surgery although the Dutchman had not been in 
touch with organisers. 

IMG Vice-President Graeme Hannan said Agassi's niggling 
wrist injury Bad not responded to cortisone injections over the 
last few weeks. 

Hannan said Agassi had trained hard but when the cortisone 
wore off the pain intensified and on medical advice he was 
operated on in a Californian hospital Monday. 

“He will not look at a tennis racket for another three or four 
weeks and it will probably be March before he is playing 
competitively again.” Hannan said. 

Australian Open General Manager Jim Reid said from 
Melbourne it was unfortunate die Australian Open had lost 
such a personality player. 

“It's very said for the Australian public who were working 
forward to seeing him here for the first time, but we weren’t 
sure how many rounds he would have got through because of 
the state of his fitnes in recent months.” Reid said. 


CAR FOR SALE 

BMW 320i 1985 customs duty unpaid stereo-computer 
controlled-alarm system, perfect running condition. 

Please contact 641759 


CHRISTMAS 

presents 

o nly fro m: 

D AJAN1 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


CHINESE ARTWORKS 
BIG SALE 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

30 % - 40 % 

Time: from Dec. 24, 1993 to Jan. 5, 1994 
Housing Bank Centre, 2nd floor. 

Chinese handicrafts and commodities 
TeS.: 687935, 611491 


Baggio set to follow the greats 


ROME (R) — Roberto Baggio 
will take his place among the 
greats if he is named European 
Footballer of the Year as wide- 
ly expected Sunday. 

Baggio, 26. whose film-star 
good looks, distinctive pony- 
tail and sublime skills have 
made him one of the biggest 
stars in world football today, is 1 
hot favourite to take the award 
and follow the likes of Stanley 
matt hews, Alfredo Di Stefano. 
Johan Cruyff, Michel Platini, 
Ruud Gullit and Marco Van 
Basten into European soccer's 
hall of fame. 

These are heady days for the 
attacking utility piayer who has 
at last lived up to all his early 
promise and is now justifying 
every cent of the 13 million 
that Juventus paid Florentine 
for his services in 1990 ind 
what was then a world record 
transfer fee. 

In May he helped Juventus 
win the UEFA Cup — the first 
major honour of his career. 
Last week he was named by 
national coaches polled by the 
International Football Federa- 
tion (FIFA) as the world’s best 
player. 

Next year he could be the 
man to lead Italy to an unpre- 
cedent fourth World Cup final 
victory. 

Not bad for someone once 
dubbed a loser a man who is a . 
practising Buddhist and a man 
who has come back three times 
from serious injury to build a 
career at the highest level. 

Baggio, deadly from set 
pieces and a fine passer and 
dribbler of the ball, already has 
great responsibility on his slim 
shoulders as soccer-crazy Ita- 


lians look to him as the spear- 
head of their country's assault 
on the World Cup. 

He will doubtless foil back 
on Buddhist forms of medita- 
tion to help ease the pressure 
of a competition which comes 
at a time when his wife is due 
to have their second child. 

Baggio spoke about his con- 
version to the eastern faith 
during a recent televison prog- 
ramme centred on the hit film 
Little Buddha by Italian direc- 
tor Bernardo Bertolucci. 

“I was playing for Fiorentina 
at the time and had just suf- 
fered a serious injury. I needed 
something deeper than the 
Catholic religion he said. 

“Today Buddhism he'.ps me 
control my mind better.” 
added Baggio who first came 
to international prominence 
shortly before the 1990 World 
Cup when Juventus signed him 
from arch-rivals Fiorentina. 

The volatile Florentine fans 


rioted for several nights in pro- 
test while Baggio proved his 
class with one of the best goals 
of the World Cup — a superb 
solo run and chip over 
Czechoslovak goalkeeper Jan 
Stejskal. 

However. Baggio was not a 
regular in the Italian side for a 
World Cup which ended with 
the disappointment of semifin- 
al elimination for the nation. 

His first season at Juventus 
was equally calamitous with 
Italy’s most successful club foil- 
ing to qualify for European 
competition for the first time in 
almost 30 years. 

Further disappointment fol- 
lowed the next year when 
Juventus finished league 
runners-up to AC Milan and 
lost the Italian Cup final to 
Parma. 

Questions were asked abour 
Baggio’s character and as little 
as 12 months ago tough Juven- 
tus coach Giovanni Trapattoni 


was openly wondering whether 
his captain was a true leader. 

Baggio finally silenced his 
critics with match-winning per- 
formances to help Juventus 
beat Paris St. Germain in the 
UEFA Cup semifinal and 

overpower Bonissia Dortmund 
in the final — netting five times 
in the final rounds. 

He also emerged as the key 
player as Italy qualified for the 
World Cup. scoring five time 
TO take his tally to 19 goals in 
32 internationals while his nim- 
ble feet and quick brain also 
make him the main creator for 
the Italians. 

“it's amazing how much he 
has matured over the past 12k 
months, how much more of a 
team player he has become.” 
national coach Arrigo Sncchi 
said. 


Please keep 
his number 

827430 


Khalico Electromechanic- 
al Group. 

Central heating maint. 
Repairing all home ap- 
pliances. 

Fridges, washing 
machines and gaz ovens. 



Arrives daliy by plane 
from Yeman 
THE BEST FRESH 
FISH 

Tel 695787 Tettax 615875 


TAHA & QASH0U 


MECCA ROAD PHONE 81 62 59 





SALE 30% OFF 

CtoMnolorAIHaBdayOeoaifon 

*5 Days ONLY J J J 

LAGOMA 

Al-Rabich 

| Al-Dabbas Trading Center] 
Tel. 694077 LXO 


jvgcts New Generation Computer Solutions jS 


Sign up for Winter Camp 


aes 5tol6: 

\Not wiy do BEARS love 
computers... Come and Jean^ 
how to paint pictures, make 
stones, do your homework, 
write letters to a friend and 
much more with American £) 
Arab teachers. 

P.S. Moms are welcome! 


Call os at 65/990 to register or slop by our office. Office Hoars: - fi.\30pm. 



Time: J Cam - i 1:30am 

Imtj&tuiaat hour t jtsAAV ’ 

| Dajrs: Saturday-Thursday 
I Dates: Dec 27-fan 13, 1994 
| (excluding New K mkts D oy}\ 
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APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Wadi Saqra, opposite Sulaiman Al Haj Salem 
Mosque. 1st floor. 2 large sitting rooms, dining room, 3 
bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 1 large kitchen, central heating and 
garage, area: 287 square metres. 

Please call: 682185 


FURNISHED FIRST FLOOR FOR RENT 

-Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, main hall open to the 
dining hall and an open, spacious Veranda, with sitting room 
adjoining a closed in veranda, study, maid room, spacious 
kitchen open to a veranda The verandas overlook a garden. 
Garage with separate entrance and a garden. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, near the Kuwaiti Embassy 
in the embassies district, toe house is suitable tor an 
embassy or a famify. 

Those Interested call tel. 676885 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. for three days 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 


WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH YOU ALL 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR . 

WHY NOT COME AND JOIN US ON CHRISTMAS 
EVE DECEMBER 24TH WHEN WEIL BE OFFER- 
ING WINE FREE ALL NIGHT LONG . 

DON’T MISS THIS FESTIVE SEASON 
HERE AT TALK OF THE TOWN . 

TEL. 685211 FAX : 617779 

MIDDLE EAST HOTEL - SHMEISANI 


CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

will be held at Mount Nebo 
on Dec. 24, 1993, at 8:00 p.m. 

All are welcome 


O Pioneer 

.**D 


AJAN1 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


GRAND SUPERMARKET 

Mecca Street 

Southern Uvnnri Al Summaq 

Grand Market wishes its customers best wishes 
and sincere congratulations 

on X-mas 

and New Year 

On this occasion we would like to announce that 
the market will be opened on Friday. Dec. 24, 
1993, and on the following Friday, Dec. 31, 1993.’ 
We would like to remind our customers that we are 
as always ready to fulfill all their needs and 
requirements, 

Wishing you all 

Merry X-mas and Happy New Year 


.J 
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CSneote 


Td.: 634144 


W— LAPRLFHMA 


STONE COLD 

Shows: 3 JO, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30. 12:30_ 

NINJA DRAGONS 1 


Hu ff— 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD “1” 
Beauty and the Beast 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 1030 

CONCORD “2” 
Dancing Heavenly Bodies 

Shows: 3:15, 6. 8:J5, HH5 

Hi America Play Show: H:3ll 


Cinema 


Td.: 6992381 


PLAZA 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

AL BASHA (ARABIC) 

Shows: 12-.30, 3:15. 5:00. 6 JO, 8:30, 1fe30 


Td,: 675571 


NabO Al HbHhbd 


prevents a play entitled: 

Al Hm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Ha&san Al Shaer, Fuad Shorn ali 
In addition fo.. other comedians 
. Every' night at 8:15 ... 

- ticket are sold all- day 


Nabll & Hisharrfs Tel.: 6251551 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The political comeoy 

ercok asm SUENT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
The Theatre wilt be closed from 
Dec- 24, 1993 until farther notice. 















io news 


PFLP denies its ieaders backing accord 


DAMASCUS (R) — The Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) Wednesday denied a report saying some of 
its leaders broke ranks with the group and supported tfie 
Israel-PaJesDne Liberation Organisation (PLO) peace agrce- 
mem. The PFLP said in a statement a report by Israeli 
Television on Dec. 20 saying the PFLP leaders were also reddy 
to join units of the Palestinian police "are baseless and Sre 
aimed at creating rifts among the PFLP members and its 
supporters.” The PFLP is headed by George Habash who is ■ 
leading a 10-member alliance which vowed to foil, the' 
Gaza -Jericho agreement. "We wish to confirm that comrades 
Jatal Hafez Azeza, Nasser Abu Aziz and others whose names 
were mentioned by the enemy's television are still committed 
to the PFLP’s policy which totally rejected the accord,” the 
statement said. "We challenge the enemy to give any practical 
evidence to prove its claims which are only aimed at negatively 
affecting the front's position and its importance as a leading 
opponent of the accord,” it added. The PFLP said Mr. Azeza 
and Mr. Abu Aziz were expelled from the occupied territories 
in 1986 and both were still living in exile. It did not say whets. 


Kuwaiti paper slams Zhirinovsky remark* 


KUWAIT (Rl — A Kuwaiti newspaper on Wednesday 
slammed Russia’s right-wing politician Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
over remarks he made backing Iraq’s claim in Kuwait. “Mihd 
your country’s problems and let Kuwait handle its affairs,’^ A1 
Anbaa newspaper said in its editorial. Mr. Zhirinovsky said in 
an interview with the London-based Sunday Times that -'he 
believed Kuwait belongs to Iraq and that it should be under 
Baghdad’s rule. Iraq does not accept its current borders With 
Kuwait, which were drawn up after a U.S.-led military 
coalition ended Iraq's seven-month occupation of the emirates 
in 1991. Hie paper expressed concerns over the possibility- that 
Mr. Zhirinovsky might “spread his black plague” if he came to 
rule Russia especially since recent elections indicated that fah 
was close to the seat of power. 


Monkeys create havoc in Cairo Airport 


CAIRO (AP) — Two small monkeys that arrived from Sudan 
with an Egyptian passenger escaped from their cages Wednes- 
day, leaping and swinging through parts of Cairo international 
airport until they were caught by 15 firemen. The monkeys 
fled when a customs officer opened the cages to examine them 
after they arrived on a Lufthansa plane from Khartoum, 
airport officials said. They were among a group of four 
monkeys brought to Cairo for use in cancer research. Airport 
employees chased them through tbe luggage area but wereob 
match for their speed. Firemen and police rushed in with 
ladders and nets as the monkeys swung from die ceiling 
beams, said Nader Takla, a Lufthansa official. “We weft 
totally unprepared for anything like this, no masks or gloves to 
catch the animals with,” he said. The animals were caught 
three hours later. “While playing, they fell in a narrow spot" 
and firemen managed to fling nets over the animals, Mr. Takla 
said. 


Israeli army chief visits France 


PARIS (R) — The chief of staff of Israel's armed forces is in 
France for the first official visit since 1957, French and Israeli 
officials said on Wednesday. They said Lieutenant-General 
Ehud Barak, who arrived last week, discussed tbe Middle East 
situation with Defence Minister Francois Leotard and French 
military chiefs. Israeli officials said the visit aimed to undertime 


the resumption of good relations following a . long pfriod of - 
ut an arms embargo on Israel at tfifc 


coolness after France 
onset of the 1967 Middle East war. Mr. Leotard is to visit 
Israel soon. The last official visit to France by an Israeli chfef 
of staff was by the late Mosbe Dayan in 1957. 


Fifteen criminals hanged in lran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Fifteen people convicted of rape and 
murder were hanged in (ran recently, the Kayhan newspaper 
reported here Wednesday. Head of the supreme court 
Mohammad Moghtadai, quoted by the newspaper, said 10 of 
those executed were members of a gang of 30 who carried out 
murders, rapes and burglaries in the Tehran area, while five 
others committed similar crimes in the Qom region, 150 
kilometres south of the capital. Four of the criminals were 
hanged in public in the presence of their victims families, 
according to Kayhan. Mr. Moghtadai said tbe criminals in the 
Tehran area set up roadblocks and extorted money from 
travellers. They also raided bouses at night and committed ' 
rape after tying up their victims’ hands and feet, he said, t 


Kuwait estimates war damage at $1 70b 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait estimates its losses from the 
occupation at more than S170 billion and the government u 
make its first financial claim against Baghdad before the end of 
the year, a senior official said Wednesday. Most of the losses 
were suffered by the government and the oil sector, Adel 
Assem, director of the government body responsible for 
assessing damages, told the Associated Press. He said a claim 
for $500 million would be filed with the U-N. compensation 
commission next week. The first government claim covers part 
of the costs of the emergency recovery plan that returned basic 
services to the country after the seven-month Iraqi occupation. 
The remainder of the claims covering government losses must 
be filed with the world body by the end of April. Mr. Assem 
said the $170 billion did not include damages to the environ- 
ment, such as possible damages to the natural oil reservoirs 
caused by hundreds of oil well fires. 


Christian cemetery desecrated in 
Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A Christian cemetery and a chapel have 
been desecrated in the first such incident in Lebanon for 
several years, a Christian deric said on Wednesday. A 
Maronite Christian chapel was damaged last week and marble 
and wooden crosses smashed at a Greek Orthodox and 
Maronite cemetery in Mansourieh, a Christian mountain 
village, said the deric who declined .to be identified. Softie 
residents in the village overlooking east Beirut said they 
suspected the acts involved rival Christian groups. The 
desecration of Christian and Muslim cemeteries was wide- 
spread during the 15-year civil war in Lebanon which ended in 
1990. 




Jordan is committed to 
improving children’s life 

World report gives high marks to Kingdom 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan Wednes- 
day pledged commitment to 
enhancing the well-being of 
children, and promised to en- 
sure them a better future 
despite unemployment and 
poverty. 

“Jordanian commitment to 
the rights and well-being of 
children was reflected in the 
national conference for chil- 
dren last year and in this 
year's Jordanian plan of ac- 
tion for maternal and child 
well-being until the year 
2000,” Her Majesty Queen 
Noor said in an opening 
speech on the occasion of the 
launching of two United Na- 
tion’s Children Fund (UN- 
ICEF) reports. 

“I look forward to con- 
tinuing to follow up the im- 
plementation in Jordan of 
commitments made at the 
World Summit for Children 
in 1990 through a task force 
that we are establishing to 
monitor the well-being of 
children and their families,” 
the Queen said at the cere- 
mony held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

The two reports. State of 
the World’s Children 2994 
and the Progress of Nations 
1993, clearly demonstrated 
that “much had been done... 
but much more can be 
achieved if there is peace and 
cooperation in the region,” 
according to Sarojini Vit- 
taefai, UNICEFs regional 
director for the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

According to Mrs. Vit- 
t&chi, annual child deaths 
from measles has dropped 
down from 2.5 million in the 
1980s to one million today, 
and female literacy improved 
from 19 per cent in 1970 to 46 
per cent in 1990. 

The goals for the year 
2000, as set by UNICEFs 
State of tbe World Children, 
indude control of the major 
childhood diseases, a halving 
of child malnutrition, safe 


water for all commC 


-basic-health care- 


immOuues, 
and «duca- ~ 


lion for all children, and uni- 
versally available family plan- 
ning services. 

Most developing countries 
are trying to reach some of 
the goals by the end of 1995, 
including a 95 per cent reduc- 
tion in measles deaths, the 
elimination of neonatal teta- 
nus, an 80 per cent use rate 
for the oral rehydration tech- 
nique that can prevent most 
deaths from diarrhocal dis- 
eases, the eradication of 
polio in certain countries, 
and an end to the disabilities 
caused by micronutrient de- 
ficiencies. 

Jordan was among the 
many countries that ratified 
the Convention on the Rights 
of tbe Child that was adopted 
in November 1989, and was 
among the some countries 
who have actually finalised a 
national programme of action 
for reaching the year 2000 
goals, a commitment agreed 
upon by tbe world leaders at 
the 1990 World Summit for 
Children. 

The total cost of these 
programmes allocated for 
children, according to Minis- 
ter of Planning Ziad Fariz, is 
estimated at JD 136 million; 
the governmental sector is 
expected to contribute about 
JD 69.1 million while JD 34.5 
million will be contributed 
from the voluntary and char- 
itable societies and the pri- 
vate sector's share in these 
programmes is estimated at 
JD 25.4 million. 

“We think that these goals 
are achievable... we hope to 
achieve more,” Dr. Fariz said 
at a press conference follow- 
ing the inauguration. 

The Progress of Nations 
report figures show that child 
nutrition levels in Jordan, 
along with those of Kuwait, 
are the best in the Middle 
East and North Africa region 
and rank third among all 
developing countries. 

Only six per cent of Jorda- 
ntan children are mal- 
nourished, compared with a 
regional average of 24 per 
cent and a developing world 
average of 36 per cent.' ' 


Using data from all na- 
tions, UNICEF has calcu- 
lated how many children on 
average survive to their fifth 
birthday, reach the fifth year 
at school and have an adequ- 
ate nutrition in relation to 
their country's economic 
level. By comparing these 
key statistics with the average 
for countries at similar levels 
of gross national product, 
UNICEF has identified 
national performance gaps 
above or below expectations. 

Jordan's performance on 
nutrition is rated "plus 7,” 
meaning that a child mal- 
nutrition rate of 13 per cent 
rather than the actual six per 
cent could have been ex- 
pected for a country with 
Jordan's per capita income 
($1,120 in 1991). 

The report shows that Jor- 
dan is among 20 countries that 
halved child death rates dur- 
ing the 1980s. Also, a re- 
markable 92 per cent of 
Jordanian children reach at 
least the fifth level of primary 
school, an achievement sur- 
passed only by just nine de- 
veloping countries. 

Although Jordan is one of 
the world’s 20 fastest-growing 
countries, it is also one of the 
21 counrries where births per 
woman have fallen by at least 
one child in the past decade. 
In 1980. the average family 
size in Jordan was 7.1 chil- 
dren. At present, Jordanian 
women have an average of 
5.8 children. 


"I would like to commend 
the government agencies and 
officials. NGOs and private 
organisations that have contri- 
buted to the well-being of our 
families and our children.” 
Queen Noor said. "We also 
remain grateful to UNICEF 
for their assistance, profes- 
sionalism. and partnership 
with the people of Jordan... 
together we will continue to 
protect women and children; 
to nurture healthy, produc- 
tive families; to promote 
stable and humane societies; 
and to honour the dignity of 
life itself.” • * * 


Yeltsin pledges 
continued reform 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin prom- 
ised Wednesday to keep Rus- 
sia moving towards a free mar- 
ket despite the surprise victory 
of “primitive nationalism" in 
parliamentary elections. 

In his first major response to 
the elections, Mr. Yeltsin told 
a Kremlin news conference 
that "the limit ro the people’s 
patience has nearly been 
reached” after two years of 
painful economic reforms. 

But Mr. Yeltsin promised 
that Economics Minister 
Yegor Gaidar, the architect of 
the reforms, would remain in 
office. “That means that the 

course he is following will con- 
tinue.” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

He added, however, that the 
government would greatly step 
up its efforts to help the poor, 
unemployed and others hurt by 
the transition from commun- 
ism to capitalism. 

Mr. Yeltsin took a confi- 
dent, upbeat tone at the hour- 
long news conference, his first 
attempt to explain the Dec. 12 
elections, in which an ulrrana- 
tionalist party was the top 


vote-getter. 

“Throughout the election 
campaign, wide use was made 
of demagoguery, preaching of 
primitive nationalism, outright 
lies and even dangerous pro- 
vocations," he said. “Unfortu- 
nately a substantial part of the 
electorate is still too trusting of 
reckless promises.” 

Mr. Yeltsin hinted at a 
softening of the radical Inter- 
narional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
approved policies espoused by 
Mr. Gaidar, as first deputy 
prime minister, saying his gov- 
ernment musi balance the need, 
to control inflation with the 
need to help the poor. 


“If inflation continues to go 
down as it did in November we 
will change our social policy 
substantially from the point Of 
view of the volume of social 
benefits offered to our people 
from the budget," he said. 

Increased social spending to 
soften the harsh effects of Mr. 
Gaidar’s tight monetarist poli- 
cies formed a major plank of 
conservative election plat- 
forms. 


Libya holds memorial 
for its air crash victims 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libya 
held a memorial service 
Wednesday to mark the first 
anniversary of the crash of a 
Libyan passenger jet that the 
government blames on U.N. 
sanctions. 

The Libyan Arab Airline 
Boeing 727 jet crashed a year 
ago near Tripoli on a flight 
from the coastal city of Ben- 
ghazi. All 157 passengers and 
crew were killed. 

The government has blamed 
the crash on the sanctions, 
saying these prevented getting 
needed spare parts for aircraft. 
It said the flight number was 
1 103, ironically similar to Pan 
Am Flight 103 that prompted 
the sanctions. 

The U.N- Security Council 
imposed air, arms and di- 
plomatic sanctions in April 
1992 to try to force Libya to 
surrender two nationals 
wanted for the 1988 bombing 
of the Pan Am jet over Locker- 
bie, Scotland, which killed 270 
people. 


A memorial service marie- 
ding the fifth anniversary of 
the Pan Am disaster was held 
Tuesday in Lockerbie (see page 
2 ). 

Libya’s official JANA news 
agency, monitored in Cairo, 
said Wednesday that families 
of the Libyan crash victims 
attended a graveside ceremony 
to commemorate those who 
died “as a result of the unjust, 
unfounded resolutions issued 
by a group of colonialist coun- 
tries under the cover of the 
Security Council." 

The United States and Bri- 
tain sponsored the sanctions 
motion, along with France 
which is seeking four Libyans 
for questioning in connection 
with the crash of a UTA pas- 
senger jetliner over Niger in 
1989. 

The three nations won 
Security Council approval to 
expand the sanctions Dec. 1 to 
indude a ban on the sale of oil 
equipment to Libya and . jl 
freeze on some foreign assets. 


an expects IMF accord before end of i 

Introduction of sales tax is major undertaking 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment hopes to finalise a 
standi by agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) before the end of tbe 
year dealing the way for the 
Kingdom’s efforts to resche- 
dule its foreign debts. Fi- 
nance Minister Sami Gam- 
moh said Wednesday. 

Mr. Gammoh confirmed 
that technical experts from 
the two sides were already at 
work finalising the docu- 
ment, which will be effective 
until Dec. 31, 1994. 

Under the agreement, Jor- 
dan will undertake to replace 
the consumption tax with a 
sales tax on most items, ex- 
cluding basic food items, 
medidne and educational 
material. 

The introduction of sales 
tax, which has drawn fierce 
opposition from the business 
community saying the levy 
will lead to higher prices for 
the consumer, has been one 
of the measures that the gov- 
ernment was supposed to 
have taken during 1993, but 
political considerations by 
some members of thei 
Cabinet in an election year 


had delayed its implementa- 
tion. 

Mr. Gammoh told Jorda- 
nian businessmen on Tuesday 
that it was not as much an 
IMF demand than a pressing 
need for Jordan to revamp its 
taxation system that was be- 
hind the move to replace the 
consumption tax, effective 
since last year, with a sales 
tax. 

The minister also coun- 
tered arguments that the 
sales tax would lead to higher 
prices. He said in theory the 
new tax was only replating 
tbe consumptions tax already 
in force, and a hike in some 
of the rates of the levy would 
affect only luxury items. 

The sales tax ranges be- 
tween five and 20 per cent 
depending on the nature of 
the product. 

Mr. Gammoh also prom- 
ised businessmen Monday 
the draft law would not be 
sent to Parliament without 
further consultations with the 
business community. 

He said while the move 
was indeed a measure in- 
cluded in Jordan's economic 
restructuring programme it 
was also part of the changes 
the Kingdom's economy has 
to undergo towards impro- 



Sami Gammoh 


ving itself and recovering 
from the blows it suffered as 
a result of the foreign debt 
crisis in 1988-89 and the 1990- 
Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Gammoh told the Jor- 
dan Times Wednesday that 
there was no other major 
measure that Jordan was sup- 
posed to introduce during 
1994 under the standby 
agreement with the IMF. 

“The sales tax is the main 
item in the (stand by) agree- 
ment with the IMF," Mr. 
Gammoh told the Jordan 


Times. “We hope to finalise 
the draft before the end of 
the year." 

Economic experts and di- 
plomatic sources familar with 
the Jordan-IMF discussions 
said the international finan- 
cial watchdog was largely 
satisfied with the Kingdom's 
adherence to the economic 
restructuring programme. 

They said the stand by 
agreement would not face 
any major hurdle in clearing 
itself through the IMF board 
of governors. Such clearance 
will open the door for Jordan 
to launch fresh debt resche- 
duling agreements with the 
Paris Club of creditor govern- 
ments and allow the King- 
dom access to up to $80 
million in a World Bank loan 
to improve its water sector. 

The experts said the IMF, 
which has been pressing Jor- 
dan to reduce food subsidies, 
was also satisfied with the 
Kingdom's slashing of JD 6 
million in subsidies allocated 
in the 1994 fiscal budget, 
which is now before Parlia- 
ment. 

Jordan plans to launch 
debt rescheduling talks with 
the Paris Club in February, 
but an IMF certification that 
the Kingdom is abiding by 


the economic restructuring 
programme is essential be- 
fore the talks could start. 

Mr. Gammoh was quoted 
as saying Tuesday that Jor- 
dan had bought back $45 
million of its official debt, 
from Brazil at a 50 per cent 
discount. 

“We recently bought back 
$45 million of tbe official 
Brazilian debt as a means to 
reduce our external debt bur- 
den,” Mr. Gammoh was 
quoted as saying by Reuters. 

The Kingdom’s total fore- 
ign debt stands at $6.87 bil- 
lion after deducting $673 mil- 
lion in repayments on prin- 
cipal and interest in 1993 
excluding funds used to buy 
back debts. 

“As long as (Jordan) could 
find the resources” it will 
continue to buy back its offi- 
cial debt, Mr. Gammoh said. 

The Kingdom bought bade 
some of its commercial debts 
at between 36 and 38 per cent 
and reduced it to $895 million 
at the end of the year from 
$1.2 billion. 

It followed up efforts in 
this respect by signing a res- 
cheduling agreement cover- 
ing the $895 million with the 
London Club of commercial 
banks. 


Iraq invites Arab envoy for talks on alleged detainees 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Iraq has agreed 
to the visit of an Arab League 
envoy to Baghdad for discus- 
sions on Kuwaitis and fore- 
igners that the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment says are being held 
in Iraqi prisops, diplomatic 
sources said Wednesday. 

Hie diplomats said the Ira- 
qi government had sent a 
message to the headquartes 
of the Arab League in Cairo 
through its permanent repre- 
sentative, Nabil Nejm, invit- 
ing a league represen ttive to 
the Iraqi capital. 

No date has yet been set 
for the writ; nor has it been 
determined who will be the 
envoy, they said. 

But the acceptance of such 
a visit does not mean that 
Iraq is acknowledging that, 
the Kuwaiti assertions as 
accurate, said an Iraqi diplo- 


mat. 

“We would like to end this 
affair once and for all, and 
are open to discussing all 
means and ways to do so.” 
said the diplomat, who pre- 
ferred anonymity. 

Kuwait says that Iraq held 
back nearly 800 Kuwaitis and 
foreigners from the prisoner 
release that followed the end 
of the 1991 Gulf war which 
ended a seven-month- 
occupation of Kuwait. Iraq 
has denied the charges. 

Kuwait, which is running 
an international campaign to 
secure the release of the 
alleged detainees, has also 
been lobbying the U.N. 
Security Council that there 
should not be any lifting of 
the sanctions against Iraq 
without Baghdad meeting all 
of Kuwait’s demands. 


Non-Iraqi Arab diplomats 
nfir 


also confirmed Baghdad's 
latest invitation to the Arab 


League. "It seems that Iraq 
wishes to pursue its course of 
meeting the demands of the 
international community con- 
ditioned on a lifting of the 
sanctions against it," said an 
Gulf diplomat. 

Baghdad has consistently 
denied the existence of 
Kuwaitis in its prisons, but 
Arab and foreign mediators 
say that senior Iraqi officials, 
incuding Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz, have 
indicated that the issue could 
be discussed in a broad con- 
text of lifting the sanctions 
against Iraq. 

“They also want a series of 
other measures that some of 
the Arab states should under- 
take, but all these statements 
were made on their own with 
no definite link that would 
establish beyond any doubt 
that there are Kuwaiti and 
foreign prisoners related to 
the Gulf crisis are held in 


Iraq,” said an Arab diplomat 
familar with Arab League 
contacts with Baghdad. 

Some of the mediators, in- 
cluding former Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega, 
have also said that Iraqi offi- 
cials have pointedly said that 
many of the people whose 
names in a list provided by 
the Kuwaiti government were 
already in the emirate. 

“They say that they have 
proof that these people are 
now living in Kuwait,” said 
one of the mediators after a 
recent trip to Baghdad. 

The Iraqis also say that 
some of the others in the list 
are long-time residents of 
Iraq and most of (hem have 
Iraqi nationality, the 
mediator said. "The Iraqi 
officials ask: “Does Kuwait 
want us to arrest these people 
and deport them to Kuwait 
against their will?” the 
mediator added. 


Human rights lawyers were 
involved in negotiations with 
the Kuwaiti government sug- 
gesting that Iraq might be 
persuaded to release Kuwaiti 
detainees if Kuwait frees the 
dozens of Jordanians, Palesti- 
nians and Iraqis jailed in the 
emirate, some of them on the 
death row, on charges of 
“collaborating” with Iraq 
during the August 1990 to 
February 1991 occupation. 


But the effort appeared to 
have fizzled out after tbe 
Kuwaiti government dropped 
its initial interest in such a 
deal, diplomats said. 


Fourteen Kuwaiti prison- 
ers will return to their home- 
land Thursday, the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) announced in 
Cairo. The ICRC is pursuing 
efforts to reunite families 
tom apart by the seven- 
month conflict, it said- 
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Titanic survivor 
gets the watch r 
her father wore 




... \ 




SOUTHAMPTON, England^- ' 
(AP) — Edith Haisman recog-f^* - r 
nised the gold watch at once; - 
Her father was wearing it when /■" 
she last saw him waring from 
the deck of the sinking Titanic. 

“He put mother and me m 
lifeboat and^aid. Ttf secyou 
in New Yoft.* We newer saw 
him again, "Mrs. Katsman, 97, 
said Tuesday. A company sal- 
vaging wreckage of the tomken 
ocean liner -.presented the 
watch to her at a hotel in 1 
Southampton, where the Tita- 
nic embarked on ftt fateful 
maiden voyage in 1912. The 
little watch is blackened and its 
hands are stopped at. I MB, not 
known to be a significant time. 

“I recogmscd the watch which 1 
my father wore on a gold chain - 
on his waistcoat,” said Mrs.f- 
Haisman. whowas 16 when the •- 
ship sank-Sbe is believed to be r 
the (Eldest of about nine survi- 
vors living in Britain, the Un> - 
iced States, France; and - 
Sweden. H I was in lifeboat 
Number 13.1 always remem- 
bered that. My father was wav- 
ing to os and talking to a 
clergyman, the Rev. Carter," 
said Mrs. Haisman, a frail, 
white-haired woman who 
attended the ceremony in a - 

wheelchair. - Mrs. Haisman, . 

who lives in a nursing home in 
SouthamptOn. spoke deliber- 
ately and carefully about the 
night of April 14-15, 81 years . ' 
ago, when the Titanic was - 
sliced open by an iceberg. “I, . 

remember everything and it T * 
was terrible," she said. "The ; 
Titanic went into the ice and J . 
heard three bangs. Before we ' ' ! . 
hit there had been terrific 
vibrations from the engines , . 

during the night as the ship was 
really racing over the sea. “As . 
the lifeboat pulled away we ; 
heard cries from people left on 
the ship and in the water and 
explosions in the ship. There " 
were lots of bodies floating. 

We kept on rescuing peo( 
and trying to cover them up 
against the cold. We 
the lifeboat nine hours, 
looking in-the wafer for mp 
father and when reached 
New York we went to the 
hospitals to see if he has been 
picked up.'* The Titanic, then 
the world's largest finer, went 
down with the loss of 1,500 
lives. Lifeboats got away with 
some 700 crew and passengers 
as the vessel broke up and sank 
nearly 4;000 metres to the 
ocean .bed, 560 miles (900 
kilometres) off Newfoundland. 
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Government puts 
Lenin burial . 
on back burner 


stntC) 


.MOSCOW (AP) — The RuS- - < V 
si an government has . better." 
things to do than worry about! ■ 
whether to evict Vladimir; 

Lenin from his Red Square; 
resting place and bury him, ar'Jhc ■ 
spokesman for President Boris! : 
Yeltsah said Tuesday. ant* - s - 


Yeltsin said Tuesday. “It’s nor 
the most important issue for 
the country," Anatoly Kras- 
kov told the Associated Press. * ** - 
“It has to be resolved, but we * t-ri. 
cannot think about the dead at r ij 
the expense of our pressing; c.- 
needs.” The campaign to 
move the father of die Soviet se.^. 
Unjon from the tomb where he. ^ 
has been on display for d&^i* ,, 
cades has been derailed by i & 

success of Communists 
nationalists in this month's pw*. 1 

tiaroentary elections. ! ^ 

turn had been buildirtg-fcfr tot , / 
burial of the muinmffie^^ 
chalk- white remains of Lento*; 
whom generations' of schoo&J^.' ; 1 ' 
children were taught toteveip 
and whose brain is stiti we ^ 
served for scientific study. - 
last month, the mayor bf SL j 
Petersburg had suggested that 
Lenin be buried next to h® 
mother and two sisters % 
Petersburg’s VoHsovskovu 
Cemetery on Jaiv21, the30ffl- 
anniversary of his death M 
1924. Moscow’s pnayor mad*?** 
similar suggestion. 

Lenin's tomb are the 
graved of other 
luminaries had turned 
Square into .“a . burial 5 
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Doctors reattach 
10 cut-off fingers; 

HONG KONG (AFP> ^ 
Chinese doctors have : 
fully renartarijed^ - 
and thumbs of bods hands 
young worker after they 
severed in an accident, it w^' * \, 
reported Wednesday. DriSJAi,! 
At No, 153.Military ; 

Zhengzhou City in- 1 
vince, usjng micro 
techniques, .successful 
attached all U Xiao^eT; 
which were severed ' 
cutting machine,- 
Kong China News 2 
The report said U had } 

Iy recovered the' use 


in 


fingers after the surge^^^t-i^ 
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